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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE ſcripture doctrine of the free juſtifi- 

cation of guilty ſinners, thro' the merito- 
rious obedience and imputed righteouſneſs of 
the adorable Redeemer, received by faith, as it is 
of the utmoſt importance in itſelf, ſo it has ever 
been one of the received articles of all the re- 
formed churches, and is ſtill held, by all true 
proteſtants, as one of the moſt eſſential doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity. It has always been the 
delightful theme of every orthodox and evan- 
gelical miniſter; and conſtantly yields the moſt 


ſolid comfort to every ſincere Chriſtian. 


Though there have been many uſeful and 
elaborate Treatiſes written upon the point, by 
divines of diſtinguiſhed abilities, there is yet 
room for more, as the ſubject is inexhauſtible. 
—The ſmall tract now offered to the public, 


needs no recommendation: the worthy author 


of it was well known; and the performance, 
when read, will ſufficiently recommend itſelf, 
and has already done ſo, to ſuch as have Per- 
uſed it. 
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The author's plan in the diſcourſe is ſhortly 
this ;—To conſider the doctrine of the juſtifi- 
cation of a ſinner, in the ſight of God, in the 
MATTER of it, viz, the complete obedience of 
Jeſus Chriſt, excluſives of all works of the 


creature -in the MANNER of it, as, with re- 
ſpect to God, it is by imputation, and with 


reſpect to ourſelves, by faith ;—1n the TIE 
of it, as it reſpects the whole body of the elect, 
and every individual perſon of God's choſen ;— 
and in the exrecTs of it, with reſpect to the 
SOUL, as it regards its peace, its „ate, and its 
obedience. 

In this edition, the Treatiſe is divided into 
diſtinct Sections, agreeable to the above plan; 
and to each Section there 1s prefixed a ſcripture 


text, ſuitable to the reſpective branches of the 


diſcourſe, With a preface and introduction, 
giving ſome account of the author, and the 


work. 


The editor makes no apology for the preſent 
publication : he has been warmly 1mportuned 
to it; and the ſcarceneſs of the book, with the 
caſy terms on which it is now offered, (not be- 


ing the one half of the former price); the in- 


tereſting nature of the ſubject; and the clear 
and diſtinct manner in which it is handled, will, 
he hopes, ſufficiently excuſe the attempt. 


* 


PREFACE. 


MON the many peculiar and intereſting 
doctrines in the Chriſtian ſyſtem, neceſſary ' 
to be properly underſlood, there is none of greater 
importance than the doctrine of the juſtification of 
guilty finners. As right notions of this important 
point, is of the utmoſt conſequences to fallen men 
ſo the ſcriptures of truth exhibit the moſt full and 
diſtinct view thereof: there we are told that guilty 
men are only juſtified in the fight of God, by hav. 
ing the finiſhed righteouſneſs of the bleſſed Feſus, 
con ſiſting in his active and paſſrve obedience, freely 
imputed, excluſrve of all good works of the creature, 
and received by faith. 

This is not only the ſcripture doctrine of juſtiß- 
cation, but alſo the doctrine of all our reformed 
churches; and was of ſuch great account with 
our proteſtant reformers, that Luther ſaid of it, 
* That the church either ſtood or fell, as this 
* doflrine was maintained, or rejected. 

The Rev. Mr. DuTTox, author of the following 
Treatiſe, on the important doctrine of Juſtification, 
was alſo the author of ſome other Trafts, Me 
have ſeen his diſcourſe concerning the NEw BTR TR, 
and his LETTERs on religious ſubjefts. In theſe 
he has given unconteſted proofs of his pious diſpo- 
ſition, and thorough acquaintance with the inſpired . 
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eracles of divine truth: and it 1s evident, in the 
whole of his performances, he has ſtudied more the 
ediſication of ſuch of his readers, as love truth in 
its native dreſs, when ſtript of every human em- 
beliſhment, than to gratify their vain curioſity 
with a flow of words which the wiſdom of man 
teacheth. 

In the following Treatiſe on Fuſtification, he 
bas endeavoured to exhibit to his readers, a ſcrip- 


tural view of his ſubject, in the words of the Holy 


Ghoſt, comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual : 


and, undervaluing the cenſure of captious and ill. 
natured critics, w0ho 1tch more after elegant diction 
and well turned periods, than ſubſtantial truth, 
he has conveyed his ſentiments in language eaſy, 
intelligible, and ſcriptural. And the diſcourſe is 
not only doctrinal, but practical; for, while the 
author diſcovers himſelf to have a clear knowledge 
of his ſubject, he alſo diſplays an experimental ac- 
quaintance with the power of religion, in pointing 
out the comfort of ſaving faith, in the atonement 
of Chriſt, and its ſalutary influence on the renewed 
heart. gs | 
The plan of his diſcourſe is plain and compre- 


henſrve. He endeavours to give his readers a diſ- 


tinct view of the complete atonement of our. Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, as the alone juſtifying righteouſneſs 
of guilty ſinners. This he views in both its branch- 


es, conſiſting in his active and paſſive obedience. 


hich hes in his full and 
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perfect conformity to the whole divine law, without 
the leaſt failure, either of parts or degrees of obe- 
dience, every way anſwerable to the dignity of his 
divine perſon as God man x. In his paſſive obe- 
dience, which conſiſts in his giving complete ſatis- 
faction for fin, by ſuffering, in the human nature, 
all that wrath, threatened by the law, as due to 
eleft ſinners, as their ſurety, and enduring the in- 
finite execution of the curſe upon him in his death, 
to the Full compenſation of all the injuries done to 
an infinite God, by all the fins of an elect world . 
is our author proves by the moſt concluſive ar- 
guments, to be the alone righteouſneſs, by which 
eleft ſinners are juſhified in the fight of God, ex- 
cluſive of all foreſeen good works, or any qualiſica- 
tions in the creature, previous to their juſtification, 
all ſuch being quite inſufficient to recommend a ſin- 
ner to the favour of God, and have no part in that 
righteouſneſs whereby the ſinner is juſtified. 

As nothing is of greater importance, or can give 
more ſatisfattion to the real ſaint, than to be 
inſtructed with regard to the nature of the juſtify- 
ing righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
how this righteouſneſs becomes his; fo, the author 
of the following Treatiſe beautifully illuſtrates this 
intereſting point, from the infallible oracles of 
divine truth, and ſhews it to. be by imputation 
on God's part}; For he hath made him to be 


* Matth. v. 19, 18. f Gal. ii. 13. Eph, v. 2. 
1 Rom, iv. 6. 2 Cor. v. 21 3 
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fin, Cviz. by imputation] for us, who knew no 
ſin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs 
of God in him, [viz. by juſtification and impu- KK 
tation :]J—and by believing on our part x. Here 
our author illuſtrates the nature of ſaving faith, 
heros how it acts, and what are its proper ob- 
jets. 

With regard to the time of juſtification, our 
author views this both as imminent and tranſient; 
imminent, as an act of God's will, and conſequently 
from eternity; God was in Chriſt reconciling 
the world to himſelf : tranſient, as an act which 
paſſes upon the whole body of the elect at once, in 
Chriſt, their repreſentative, and on every indivi- 
dual of God's eleft, when the foul is firſt enabled 
to believe in Chriſt +. 

As nothing can be more deſirable, or yield more 
real comfort to the true Chriſtian, than to be ac- 
quarnted with the ſatisfattory evidences of his being 
juſtified, the author has accordingly ſhewn, in this 
Treatiſe, the effects of juſtification, as it reſpects 
the ſoul's peace, its ſtate, and obedience, —He has, 
on this part of his diſcourſe, endeavoured, in the 
moſt ſcriptural manner, to ſpecify the difference 
between the peace of a juſtiſied foul, and that 
falſe peace of an unjuſtified ſinner. 

The author, before he concludes his excellent 
diſcourſe, propounds a particular objection againſt 


Rom. x. 10, and iv. 16. iii. 22. 2 
+ Rom. i. 17. iii. 22, 26. iv. 5. x. 10. and Acts xi. 39. 


K PE PACE: 
| the ſcheme of doftrine laid down and illuſ- 
W trated, which he anſwers with the greateſt 
5 evidence and clearneſs, and ſhews the abſur- 
8 dity and falſhood of it in the cleareſt point of 
view, though ſtated with a ſpecious appear- 
ance of truth. The diſcourſe is concluded 
with a variety of very important and uſeful 
inſtructions, natroely deduced from the doc- 
trine, admirably well calculated to gladden 
= the hearts of ſincere Chriſtians, as well as 
= for the inſtruclion of the ignorant. 
Ty Upon the whole, it will be allowed, that 
the ſubject- matter of this excellent diſcourſe, is 
at once comprehenſive, glorious, and delight= 
ful, and of all others, of the utmoſt import- 
= ance; and that right notions of this import- 
ant article, the juſtification of a ſinner by the 
& blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, tend, through 
divine grace, to yield the moſt ſolid comfort 
and real joy to every true Chriſtian. It muſt 
alſo be granted, that no knowledge is of e- 
qual importance with that of knowing Chriſt, 
and the way of ſalvation through his imputed 
righteouſneſs. Ignorance of this cardinal doc- 
trine of our holy religion, is joined in ſcrip- 
ure with not- ſubmiſſion toit; and all ſuch, 
in the iſſue, muſt be miſerable ſouls indeed, 
[5 who are found ignorant of Chriſt's righte- 
. B | 
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ouſneſs, and go about to eſtabliſh a righ- 
teouſneſs of their own, not ſubmitting 
themſelves unto the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, Rom. x. 3. 

| To promote theſe important ends, the 
inſtruction of the ignorant, as well as 
the eſtabliſhment and conſolation of the people 
of God, was, no doubt, the intention of the 


pious author in compoſing and publiſhing this 


diſcourſe. The manner in which the ſubject 
ws handled, is conciſe, clear, and ſcriptural; 
and it is hoped will be found well calculated, 
through the divine bleſſing, to anſwer the 
great ends juſt now mentioned, which, there 
is no reaſon to doubt, have already, in ſome 
good meaſure, been attained by its publication. 

That they may be farther promoted by this 
new addition, and that the knowledgeof Chriſt, 
and the way of ſalvation through him, may 
be diffuſed through the world, is the ſincere 
deſire of thoſe concerned in the publication of 
27. 4 
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IS AIAH xlv. 26. 


In the Lord ſhall the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified: 


I'N-'F-R& OD 'UC:T-1-Q::N; 


HE ſcriptures of truth are the great 
treaſury of divine knowledge ; for 
therein, among many other precious 
truths, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is not 
only revealed, but brought near to guilty 
ſinners. The bleſſed goſpel brings the 
molt joyful tidings to the children of men : 
and as there is no other robe in which 
fallen men can ſtand accepted, before 
God, but the Redeemer's juſtifying righ- 
teouſneſs, this is therein ſaid to be unto, 
and upon all that believe. This garment 
of Chriſt's everlaſting righteouſneſs, the 
goſpel preſents as the alone ground of that 
B 2 | 
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eternal ſalvation we enjoy by him; and 
is every way ſufficient for us both to live 
on, and to die in. 


eee -e... 


T. the ju/tificationof a ſinner, in the ſight 

of God, I ſhall conſider four things 
principally. As, 1. The Matter of it. 
2. The Manner of it. z. The Time of it. 
And, 4. The Efed of it, with reſpect to 
the ſoul. And then, 5. In the laſt place 
ſhall add ſomething by way of U/e. I 
{hall conſider each of theſe in the order 
laid down. 
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Of the MATTER of Juſtification. 


JE R. xxiii. 6. 


This is the name whereby he ſhall be called, 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


HE. matter of juſtification, or the 
. matter of that righteouſneſs, where 
by a ſinner is made Righteous in the fight 


of JUSTIFICATION. 13 


of God, is firſt to be conſidered: and this, 
according to the ſcriptures of truth, 1s the 
complete obedience of Feſus Chriſt, excluſive 
of all the creature's works, whether before, 
orafteritsregeneration by the Spirit of God. 
The complete obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to the divine law, hath two branches, 
which are commonly ſtyled, his active 
and paſſive obedience; which conſiſt, in 
his fulfilling all the law's requirements, 
and enduring all its penalties. The righ- 
teouſneſs which God's law requires, hath 
two parts, viz. a negative part, and a 
poſitive part. The negative part of righ- 
teouſneſs, conſiſts, in abſtaining from, 
or the not doing of thoſe things which the 
law forbids, And the poſitive part of 
righteouſneſs, conſiſts, in the doing of 
thoſe things which the law requires. And 
Sin is the tranſareſſiun of the law, in both 
theſe reſpects; on which account, the 
law's penalty, becomes righteouſly due to 
every tranſgreſſor. And theſe two parts of 
the law's righteouſneſs, though they may 
be diſtinguiſhed, yet cannot be divided, 
For, whoever wants that conformity to 
the law, which it requires, is likewiſe a 
tranſgreſſor of it, in doing what it for- 
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| 14 Of the MaTTER Se. I. 
| bids; and whoever doth what the law 
forbids, wants that conformity to its pre- 
cepts, which the law requires, ſo that they 
cannot be divided; but yet they may be 
diſtinguiſhed. And the tranſgreſſor of the By 
law, is an unrighteous perſon, in the eye % 
| of the law, in both theſe reſpects. And 
| anſwerably, it was neceſſary that the righ- 
| teouſneſs of Chriſt ſhould conſiſt of two 
| parts. As, | 
| 1. His active obedience, to anſwer t 
the poſitive part of the law's righteouſneſs. 
And this conſiſts, in that perfect, univer- 
ſal, and perpetual obedience, which he 
yielded to the requirements of God's ho- 
ly law, both internally and externally, in 
heart, in lip, and in life, from his birth 
to his death. Whereby he gave the law 
its due, even all that obedience, which 
its extenſive precepts demanded; and ſo 
fulſilled it, as to the poſitive part of its 
righteouſneſs. For being made of a wo- 
man, he was made under the law, Gal. iv. 4. 
And what things ſocver the law ſaith, it 
faith to them who are under the law, Rom. 
lil. 19. Chriſt was under the law, and 
what things ſoever it ſaith, in its require» 
ments, it ſaid to him; and he yielded a 
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of JUSTIFICATION. 15 


perfect obedience thereto, on purpoſe to 
fulfil it. Thus he ſays of himſelf, Mat. 
V. 17. Think not that I am come to deſtroy 
the law or the prophets: I came not to de- 
ſtroy, but to fulfil. * And chap. iii. ver. 15. 
Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. 
And he that ſent me is with me, (fays our 
Lord;) the Father hath not left me alone: for 
I do always thoſe things that pleaſe him, 
John viii. 29. He did all the things 
which God's law required ; he did them 
perfectly; he did them conſtantly, or always 
did them, in ſuch a manner, that God 
the Father was well pleaſed with his obe- 
dience. By this, he ſatisfied the law's 
requirements, and gave it all that it de- 
manded: Yea, let me ſay, he gave it 
more than it could demand, All that the 
law demanded, as it was given out to 


Adam, and in him, to all his poſterity, was 


no more than the perfect obedience of the 
creature that was under it. And this 
Chriſt yielded in his human nature; not 
for all Adam's race, but for all his own, 
whom he repreſented. And the obedi- 
ence Chriſt yielded in his human nature, 
that nature being perſonally united to his 
divine, was the obedience of his perſon; 
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and ſo had an infinite worth, and glory 
in it ; whereby he gave the law more than 
it could demand. As was foretold of 
him, Ifa. xlii. 21. The Loxp rs well pleaſ 
ed for his righteouſneſs ſake ; he will magnify 
the law, and make it honourable, Oh how 
was the divine law magnified, by fo great 
a perſon's being made under it! How 
honourable was it made by his great obe- 
dience! Let me ſay, the law could not 
have been ſo magnified, nor have had fo 
much honour given it, by the moſt per- 
fect obedience of all the creatures, to e- 
ternity, as it had by the obedience of this 
one Lord Jeſus! If fin had never entered, 
the creatures would have obeyed the 
law, perfectly, and perpetually. But their 
obedience could have riſen no higher than 
their beings, which were but inte; and 
ſo the law could have had but a finite ho- 
nour. But the perſon of Chriſt being 
infinite, his obedience was ſuch; and ſo 
the law had an infinite honour given it. 
O the tranſcendent glory of Chriſt's o- 
bedience! And how «vel! pleaſed was the 
Lord for this his righteouſneſs ſake! How 
well pleaſed was he wth this righteouſneſs! 
And for this righteouſneſs ſate, how well 
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= pleaſed was he, with all thoſe for whom 
A it was wrought out. For, as our Lord, 

4 1 a complete obedience to all the 
precepts of the moral law, whereby he 
85 arc out a perfect righteouſneſs, ſo 
he did it, not for himſelf, but for us. As 
he was born for us, ſo he was made under 
© the law for us, and obeyed it for us; and 
thereby he wrought out a righteouſneſs 
for us. He needed it not for himſelf, no; 
it was to cover his naked children. All 
mankind had a perfect robe of moral 
righteouſneſs, in their repreſentative-head, 
Adam, while he ſtood in the ſtate of in- 
nocence. But upon his firſt fin, they 
loſt it, and became naked; and as ſuch, 
were expoſed to the wrath of a ſin· reveng- 
ing God. And this was the caſe of the 
elect of God, as well as others, as they 
ſtood related to the firſt Adam, and con- 
ſidered in the fall. But theſe being of 
old ordained to eternal liſe, it was neceſſary, 
that they ſhould be completely righteous, 
that ſo the law, and juſtice of God, might 
not oppole their enjoyment of eternal ſal- 
vation. And in order to make them ſo, 
Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, obeys the law 
perfectly for them, in ſuch a manner, as 

c | 
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they, by reaſon of ſin, were utterly in- 
capable of. Whereby he wrought out for 
them a righteouſneſs, that was every way 
as large, and ſpotleſs, as that which they 
had in their firſt head, Adam, before his 
fall: yea, in ſuch a manner, as to make 
them a righteouſneſs, that is every way 
anſwerable to his own ſuperior glory, as 
the ſecond Adam, the Lord from heaven; 
and to their tranſcendent relation unto 

him, their heavenly head, as ſuch. The 
- firſt Adam's righteouſneſs, was a bright 
garment, that was every way fitted, to 
make creatures ſtand before God, with 
acceptance, .in the enjoyment of Eden's 
bliſs, or tae natural happineſs of an earthly 
paradiſaical ſtate; but the ſecond Adam's 
righteouſneſs, 1s an outihining, glorious 
robe, that is every way fitted, to make 
all thoſe who are clothed with it, to ſtand 
before the face of God, or in his imme- 
diate preſence, with the higheſt acceptance, 
in the enjoyment of the heaverly paradiſe, 
or third heaven's glory. The finite glory 
of the firſt Adam's righteouſneſs, was 
changeable in itſelf, and might be loſt; 
and accordingly it was: but the infinite 
glory of the righteouſneſs. of the ſecond 
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Adam, is abſolutely unchangeable in it- 
ſelf, can never fade, or be loſt, but en- 
dureth for ever. It is a durable, an ever- 


laſting righteouſneſs, that will abide the 
ſame, in all the immenſe glories of it, 
through all the ſucceſſive ages of time, 
and to the endleſs ages of eternity. Riches 
and honour are with me, ſays our Lord; 
yea, durable riches and righteouſneſs, Prov. 
viii. 18. And, Iſa. li. 6. Lift up your 
eyes to the heavens, ſays he; and look upon 
the earth beneath : for the heavens ſhall va- 
niſh away like ſmoke, and the earth ſhall wax 
old as a garment, and they that dwell there- 
in, ſhall die in like manner: but my ſalvation 


ſhall be for ever, (here is falvation in /i, 


righteouſneſs, and there is none in any 
other) and my righteouſneſs ſhall not be 
aboliſhed. How well, then, are they dreſt, 
who are cloathed with this glorious, un- 


changeable, everlaſting'robe! And how 


miſerably apparelled are thoſe wretched 
ſouls, who ſeek to adorn themſelves with 
the filthy rags of their own righteouſneſs ; 
which can never make any ſoul righteous 
in the fight of God! For, as by one man's 
diſobedience, many were made ſinners ; fo, by 
the obedience of one, ſhall many be made righ- 
C 2 | 
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teous, Rom. v. 19. As by the diſobedience 'A 
of one man, Adam, many, [i. e. all his na- 1 
tural poſterity,] were made finners ; ſo, by the 


obedience of one, Lord Feſus Chriſt, ſhall many 
Li. e. all his ſpiritual ſeed, | be made righteous. 


But thus much ſhall ſuffice, as to the firſt 


branch of Chriſt's obedience, or his active 
obedience to the law's requirements; 


whereby he makes all his poſtively righ- * 


teous, to the utmoſt perfection, and 
higheſt glory, in the eye of the holy law, 
and ſtrict juſtice of God. 

2. The paſſive obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, 
is another part of his righteouſneſs, which 
was abſolutely neceflary to make us com- 
pletely righteous in the fight of God, with 
reſpect to the negative part of the law's 
righteouſneſs; which, as was ſaid, con- 
fiſts, in the not doing of thoſe things 
which the law forbids. And as we were 
tranſgreſſors of the law, we had done 
thoſe things which were forbidden by the 
law; and on this account, juſtly deſerved 
its penalty. And therefore it was neceſ- 
fary, in order to ſet us free from guilt, 
condemnation, and wrath, that he ſhould 
be made a fin-offering, and a curſe for us, 
and die in our ſtead; which, in infinite 
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grace, he ſubmitted to. And in theſe 
ſufferings of his, his paſſive obedience 
1 I conſiſted: he became obedient unto death, 
| even the death of the croſs, Phil. ii. 8. He 
= was made fin for us, 2 Cor. v. 21.; and 
; a curſe for us, Gal. iii. 13.; and died in 
our ſtead, 1 Pet. iii. 18. And being an 
4 infinite perſon, he was able by himyeif, 
the facrifice of himſelf, to purge away our 

1 ins, to overcome the curſe, to endure all 

that wrath which was due to us, till he 
F had drank off that bitter cup, even to the 
laaſt drop of it; and, then, the law and 
* Juſtice of God, being fully ſatisfied, he 
= was judicially raiſed from the dead: God, 
the great creditor, ſet him free, when 
he ſent an angel from heaven, as the meſ- 
= ſenger of juſtice, to vo away the ſtone 
15 0 From the door of the ſepulchre : tor, as he 


b had made peace by his blood, ſo God, as the 


* God of peace, brought him again from the 
2 dead, through the blood of the everlaſting 
8 covenant; and thereby did openly acquit 
him, as the great repreſentative of his 


people, in their name and room. For, as 


he was delivered for our offences, ſo. he was 
raiſed again for our juſtification, Rom. iv. 25. 
And thus by his paſſive obedience, he 


2 
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made us completely righteous in the ſight 
of God, and in the eye of his holy law, 


with reſpect to the negative part of its | 


righteouſneſs, or the not doing of thoſe 
things which it forbids; and as ſpotleſs, 
as if fin had never entered. He loved us, 


and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, 2 
Rev. i. 5. His blood cleanſeth us from all 4 | 
fm, 1 John i. 7. And hence we are faid 7 


to be juſtified by his blood, Rom. v. 9.; 
and to have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveneſs of ſins, according to the 
riches of the Father's grace, Eph: 1. 7. 

In as much as the law and juſtice of 
God, being fully fatisfied by his blood, 
here was a way opened, in which the ex- 
ceeding riches of divine grace might be 
extended unto us, in the forgiveneſs of 
all our fins, with honour to all the divine 
perfections. In this, God can be juſt in 
forging of fins, 1 John i. 9. And, with 


reverence be it ſpoken, God could not 


forgive fin without a ſatisfaction to his 
law and juſtice, to the injury of his. infi- 
nite holineſs, his unchangeable truth, 
and ſtrict juſtice. No; the glory of in- 
finite grace, and boundleſs mercy, might 
not be advanced, to the eclipſing of auy 
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of the divine perfections. If it had been 
poſſible, that all the perfections of God 


could have been glorified, in the ſalvation 


of ſinners, without the blood of Chriſt's 
3 croſs, he had never given up the darling 
of his ſoul, unto the ſtroke of his juſtice. 
= But it was not poſſible; and therefore the 
© cup might not paſs from him, without his 
e it.— The kings of the earth, in- 
deed, to ſhew their royal grace, do ſome- 
times pardon malefactors, who are juſtly 
ae by the laws of the kingdom; 
and herein it is true, the clemency of the 
5 prince is difplayed, but ſtill, the /aw fuf- 
5 fers, and the prince's honour too, in rela- 
I Jen to it. And this, becauſe it is im- 
x © poſlible for them to find out an expedient, 
5 whereby the law's penalty might be en- 
dured, and the /:fe of the tranſgreſſor ſaved. 
But this kind of proceeding was altoge- 
ther incompatible with the honour of the 
divine Lawgiver, and with the dignity of 
© his righteous law. And therefore his in- 
7s | Snite wiſdom interpoſed, and found out 
2 a way to punith fin, and yet to /ave the 
b ſinner, to the harmonious glory of all his 
attributes. And this is the great ſalvation, 


we have by Chris croſs. By the croſs 
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of Chriſt, we are for ever delivered from 
all that wrath that was due to us on ac- 
count of our fin; and that in ſuch a way, 
which makes us ſpotleſs creatures in the 
eye of the law; ſo that it hath nothing 
to charge us with, as waſhed in Chriſt's 
blood, nor can thunder out any of its 
curſes againſt us. For, being waſhed in 
this fountain, we are white as ſnow; yea, 
whiter than the ſnow, Pal. li. 7. and have 
a negative righteouſneſs, as large as all 
the prohibitions of God's extenſive law. 
And this is an unſpeakable privilege un- 
to us, who are ſinners, as conſidered in 
ourſelves. 

But then, if this negative righteouſneſs, 
which we have by the paſſive obedience of 
our Lord, whereby we are freed from the 
law's curſe, was all the righteouſneſs we 
had, we ſhould not be completely righ- 
teous, with reſpect to the law's require- 
ments, or the poſitive part of the law's 
righteouſneſs; and ſo could not have a 
right to the Bleſſings thereof: and there- 


fore, the active obedience of our Lord, 


or that perfect obedience which he yielded 
to the law's requirements, through the 
whole courſe of his life, is an eſential part 
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of his righteouſneſs, which was abſolutely 
neceſſary to make us perfectly righteous, 


and ſo fully b/e/t, according to the utmoſt 


$ latitude of the law. It is this that makes. 
us po ſitiveiy righteous : yea, it is this 


that I look upon to be, in the molt ſtrict 


and proper ſenſe, his righteouſneſs. It is 
this that makes us beautiful, glorious 


creatures, in the eye of God, and of his 


holy law; as beautiful and bright, as 
Z righteous Adam was, in his paradiſaical 
ſtate; yea, tranſcendently more beautiful 
land glorious: for, as was ſaid, that great 


= obedience, which our Lord yielded to the 
divine law, was every way anſwerable to 
the tranſcendent dignity of his perſon, as 


XZ God-man; and ſo muſt needs have a 
tranſcendency of glory in it, infinitely 
beyond what was poſſible to be found 


in the moſt perfect obedience of all the 
creatures. Does the law require us to 


love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
Z ſoul, and ftrength? Does it require us 
always, thus to do? We are juſt /uch in 
Chriſt, as it requires us to be; and have 
ſuch a conformity thereto, that it can 
find no fault with, but every way approves. 
of, and is ſatisfied with. Yea, ſuch a 
D 


: | 
| | 
x 
| 
1 
| | 


26 Of the MATTER ZSect. I. 


conformity, that not only pays the law 
its due, and whatever it can demand of 
che moſt perfect creatures; but that hath 
a redundancy, an overplus, or more than 
enough in it. So that in this righteouſ- 


neſs of Chriſt, we are not only made 


perfectly righteous, in a law- ſenſe, ac- 
cording to the glory of the firſt Adam's 


ſtate; but ſuperlatively righteous, every 


way anſwerable to the ſuperior dignity of 
the new Adam's perſon, and the tranſcen- 
dent glory of his heavenly ſtate. And | 


we being fore-ordained to a participation. 


hereof, it was neceſſary that we ſhould 
have ſuch a righteouſneſs, that would fit 
us to ſtand for ever in the preſence of 
Jehovah, with the higheſt acceptance, as 
the objects of his eternal complacency. 

Thus it appears, that the a&rve and 
paſſive obedience of our Lord, or both 


' theſe branches of his righteouſneſs, were 
abſolutely neceſſary, to make us com- 
pletely righteous in the ſight of God, and 
of his holy law. And though theſe two 


parts of his obedience cannot be divided, 


yet they may be diſtinguiſhed : PPE 4 
| * 


they cannot be, inaſmuch as that ſoul, 


who is waſhed from fin in his blood, or by 1 


1 
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his paſſive obedience, is alſo made rig hte- 
bf 7 ous by his active obedience; and whoever 
his made righteous by his active obedience, 
n is likewiſe made ſpotleſs by his blood. On 
{. * which account, the bleſſedneſs of a juſti- 
le fied ſtate is ſometimes expreſſed by one 
part of his righteouſneſs, and ſometimes 
's by the other. But though they cannot 
be divided, yet they may, and muſt be 
4 diſtinguiſhed : foraſmuch as by his paſſive 
-* obedience, we are more properly diſcharg- 
= ed from guilt, and freed from the curſe ; 
and by his ac ive obedience, we are more 
properly made righteous, and inherit the 
bleſſing. And both theſe parts of our 
Lord's obedience, make up that one r:gh- 
teaſneſs of his, whereby we are juſtified in 
the fight of God; or, which is the matter 
of a ſinner's juſtification before God. 
And as the complete obedience of Chriſt, 
in both its parts, is the matter of juſtifica- 
tion, or of the juſtifying righteouſneſs of 
4 ſinner before God; ſo it ſtands alone, as 
= ſuch, in its own comprehenſive glory, 
ecxcluſive of all the creature's wor#s, whe- 
ther before, or after its regeneration by 
the Spirit of God. As, Rom. iv. 6. Ever 


4 ha 


as David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the . 
D 2 Pe 
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man unto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs 
without works. This righteouſneſs, which 
1s here ſaid to be without works, 1s the 
obedience of Jeſus Chriſt ; which 1s the 
juſtifying righteouſneſs of a finner ; and 
is ſo complete in itſelf, that nothing can be 
added to it, to make it more ſo. All the 
works of the creature, ſince the fall, are 
tmperfet ; and therefore, utterly unfit to 
be its juſtifying righteouſneſs before God, 
either in whole, or in part. It is impoſ- 
ſible, that an imperfect obedience can 
make the perſon that performs it perfectly 
righteous ;z and ſuch is the infinite purity 
of God's nature, and the ſtrictneſs of his 
Juſtice, that he can accept of nothing for 
righteouſneſs, that is not perfectly conform- 
ed to the rule of it, in his holy /aw. And 
therefore our own obedience cannot be 
the whole of our righteouſneſs before God : 
nor can it be any part of it; becauſe, 
that which is wholly imperfect, can be no 
part of perfection. | 
The beſt moral performances, that a 
perſon is capable of, while in an unrege- 
nerate fate, fall far ſhort of that perfect 
r1ghieouſneſs which the law requires; and 
therefore cannot be pleaſing unto God, 
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9 and accepted by him as ſuch; and ſo they 
1 cannot make the perſon acceptable in his 
"A light, that performs them. Whence it 


7 
15 


is, that they that are in the fleſh, (or in a 
» ſtate of unregeneracy) cannot pleaſe God, 


| f Rom. viii. 8, For without faith it is im- 


— 


pofſible to pleaſe him, Heb. xi. 6. The 
chief end of every natural man, in doing 
good works, is to make himſelf righteous 
in the ſight of God; and as he brings his 
own righteouſneſs to make him accepted, 
which falls ſo far ſhort of what God's law 
requires, it is impoſſible that he ſhould be 
pleaſing to him, or ſuſtiſied by him. 80 
that the works of the creature, while in 
an unregenerate ſtate, can be no part of 
that righteouſneſs, which makes a ſinner 
juſt in the fight of God. 

And as for thoſe works of the creature, 
which are done after it is born from above, 
though they are indeed pleaſing, and ac- 
ceptable unto God, by Chriſt, in point 
of filial obedience, yet not in point of juſ- 
tifying r:ghteouſneſs; nor doth ſuch a 
ſoul perform them for that end. No; 
the ſoul that is born again, that has faith 
in Jeſus, brings nothing for its acceptance 
with God, and juſtzfication in his ſight, 
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put the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; and wit 
this God the Father is ſo well pleaſed, 
as it anſwers the glorious perfections of 
his nature, and all the requirements of 
his holy law, that he cannot but accept 
ſuch a ſoul; and pronounce it righteous, # 
5 to the utmoſt perfection, in that glorious 
righteouſneſs its faith lays hold of, and 
1 pleads before him. Thus its perſon is 
accepted: and where God accepts the 
| perſon, he accepts the works of that per- 
1 ſon; as Gen. iv. 4. And the Loxp had Þ 
1 reſpect unto Abel, and to his gering. Firſt 
iſ to Abel's perſon, and then to his offering. i 
And the reaſon why God had reſpect un- 

to him, and to his offering, was becauſe 
he had faith in the Meſſiab, who was to 
come; and looked for all his acceptance 
with God, in Chriſt, the promiſed /eed. 
As, Heb. xi. 4. By faith Abel offered unto 
God a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain. 
His faith brought Chriſt, typified out in 
that offering, for: the acceptance of his 
perſon, in point of r:ghteouſneſs, with God; 
and that ſacrifice, to be accepted by Chriſt, 
in point of filial abedience: and ſo both 
found the higheſt acceptance with God. 
And thus all the good works of the new- 
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born, being done in faith, are acceptable 


z unto God, by Chriſt, but not in point of 


righteouſneſs; nor do they perform them 


for that end. The good works of a re- 
generate perſon are indeed of a more ex- 


9 cellent ind, than can poſſibly be performed 
25 


by any natural man; inaſmuch as they 
ſpring from a principle of true love to 
God in the heart, have an higher con- 


# formity to the perfect rule of his holy law, 


and the end of them is the glory of God 
in Chriſt. But yet, they are not without 


. in; they have much imperfection in 
5 i 


them, and need waſhing in the blood of 
{ Chriſt, in order to their acceptance with 
God, in point of obedience. And being 
thus imperfect in themſelves, they can be 
no part of that perfect righteouſneſs, which 
is the matter of a ſinner's juſtification in 


the light of God. 


Thus it appears, that all the works of 
the creature, both in a regenerate, as well 
as in an unregenerate ſtate, are altogether 
unfit to be the Matter of its righteouſneſs 
before God; and therefore muſt needs 
ſtand excluded from being any part 
thereof. 


Beſides, it was not becoming the infi- 
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nite wiſdom of Jehovah, to appoint any 
other obedience, for a juſtifying righte- 
ouſneſs, than that which is abſolutely 
perfect, which his holy law can approve 
of, and his ſtrict juſtice accept; and ac- 
cordingly, he hath appointed no other. 
And on this account alſo, all the works 
of the creature, ſtand excluded from be- 
ing any part of its juſtifying righteouſneſs. 
As they are altogether unfit, in them- 
ſelves, to be the matter of it; ſo they 
were never appointed for this end. No; 
Gad bath appointed the obedience of his 
Son, to be the only juſtifying righteouſ- 
neſs of a ſinner; and this, as was ſaid, 
is ſo complete in itſelf, that nothing can 
be added to it, to make its glory more 


full. 


It is impoſſible, that our imperfect obe- 
dience ſhould make Chriſt's more perfect: 
yea, was Ours abſolutely perfect, yet could 

it add no perfection to his. Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs, has all perfections in it, both 
created and 'uncreated! And what can 
be added to that which is infinite? and 
ſuch is the glory of Chriſt's righteouſneſs! 
Would it not then be a diſgrace to this 


full, this glorious robe, to tack- any part 
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of the creature's obedience to it, was it 
ever fo perfect? How much more then 
is it ſo, to join our mperfect obedience, 
the filthy rags of a ſinner's righteouſneſs, 


to the ſpotleſs obedience, the infinitely _ 
glorious righteouſneſs of the Son of God! 
Would it not be a diſgrace to the creature- 


ſun, to pretend to ſet a candle by its bright 
body, to make its light more glorious ? 
Much more is it ſo to Chriſt, the ſun of 


 r:ghteouſneſs, to pretend to join the dim 


light of our obedience with his, as if this 
could add to its infinite g/ory/ No, no; 
let Chriſt ſtand alone, in that exalted ſphere, 
where his Father has placed him, and 
for ever ſhine forth in the peculiar glory 
of his own great name, THE LokD ouR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS ! While all the innumer- 
able multitude of the ſaved ones, for 
ever bow down, with the deepeſt adora- 
tion; rejoicing to be made perfectly glo- 
rious, and everlaſtingly bleſſed, by the 
reſplendent rays of his infinite brightneſs 
caſt upon them! while wondering an- 
gels aſſiſt the joy, and join the praiſe, to 
the endleſs ages of a bleſt eternity! 

But ſtay, my ſoul, thou art yet in the 
body; and muſt wait a while, for the 

E 
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glory of that bright day, when, in hea- 
venly raptures, and endleſs praiſes, thou 


wilt ſing the Lamb's new ſong ; proclaim- 
ing him worthy to have all the glory of 
thy /alvation, who has loved thee, - and 
waſhed thee from thy fins in his own blood ; 
and made thee ſplendidly glorious, by RR 


the refulgent rays of his own infinite righ- 


teouſneſs! which he hath caſt upon thee, 


and with which he ſurrounds thee! And 
mean while, though thou art overſpread 
with fin, death, and darkneſs in thy ſelf; 
yet lift up thy head, rejoice in thy Saviour, 
and praiſe THE LOkD THY RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
to the utmoſt of thy preſent ability, and 
thy little ſtrength; and humbly make thy 
boaſt in him all the day long; even all 
this ſhort ſpace of thy mortal life, until 
the days of eternity come on; and then, 
thou ſhalt /ee him as he is, and praiſe him 
as thou wouldeſt, in thoſe heights of 
glory and bliſs, which are yet unknown! 
in that mount of viſion, from whence 
thou ſhalt never come down But, to 
return from this digreſſion. 

The obedience of Chriſt, as the juſti- 
fying righteouſneſs of a ſinner, being ſo 
perfect in itſelf, that nothing can be added 
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Ito it, by any of the creature's obedience, 


1 to make its glory mote full; yea, ſo per- 


fect, that the higheſt obedience of a crea- 


. 
$ 


ture, were it poſſible that it could be 


3 oined with it, would be but a d:/grace 


co its infinite glory: what faint then is 


there, that would deſire to be found in 


a F any other righteouſneſs, for his juſtifying 


dreſs before God? I am fure, to a man 
of them, they are all of Job's mind, who, 
= though he were perfect, yet would not know 


his foul; but deſpiſe his life, Job ix. 21. 


He ſaw ſuch a tranſcendent glory in his 


Redeemer's righteouſneſs, that though his 


= own were perfect, he would not know 


his ſoul; that is, he would not approve 
of his own obedience, as his juſtifying 
dreſs before God; but would deſpiſe his 


life, or thoſe, his ſuppoſed, perfect works, 
to which the law's promiſe of life is an- 


nexed; and chuſe to be found in Chriſt's 


8 righteouſneſs, for all his acceptance with 
| God; that ſo he might enjoy that ſuperior 


life, glory, and bleſſedneſs, which are only 


to be had in and through Chriſt. And 


of this mind was the apoſtle Paul, Phil. 


| ii. 7, 8, 9. He counted all his birth- 
privileges, and his legal performances 


7 
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both before, and after his regeneration, 4 7 
to be but 60. and dung, for the excellency of . 
the knowledge of Chriſt; that ſo he might 3 
be found in him, and his righteouſneſs, not | 
having on his own. And all the faints | 1 
are of this mind; they are ſuch that ejoice 23 
in Chriſt Feſus, and have no confidence in the Dy 
fleſh; As, verſe z. 5 
And as the complete obedience of Jeſus | OY 
Chriſt, is the matter of a ſinner's juſtifi- 
cation before God, excluſive of all its 
own works; ſo, all along, throughout 
the whole goſpel, it ſtands oppoſed to the 
works of the law, or our own obedience to 
the law; this alone, having the broad 
ſeal of heaven, the ſtamp of divine au- 
thority upon 1t for this end. And had 
it not been thus, there could have been 
no ſalvation for any one foul. And 
therefore the apoſtle Paul, when he pro- 
feſſeth himſelf not to be aſhamed of the 
goſpel of Chriſt ; becauſe it is the power of 
God unto ſalvation, Rom. 1. 16. gives 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as the reaſon 
of all that ſalvation, which this powerful 
goſpel brings to poor ſinners, verſe 17. 
for therein [i. e. in the goſpel] ig the 
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4 = righteouſneſs of God revealed from faith to 


1 J faith, 
ht 5 This righteouſneſs, which is here ſpox- 
ot 3 en of, is the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; 
ts and it is ſtyled, the righteouſneſs of God; 
ce 1. Becauſe, it was of God the Father's 
he WM contriving, for the juſtification and ſal- 
vation of his people. 2. Of his appoint- 
18 EY ing for that end. 3. Of his revealing. 
1- And, 4. Of his accepting.—Again, it is 
's ſtyled, the righteouſneſs of Cod; becauſe 
t the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the perſon who 
de wrought it out, is God equal with the 
o 8 Father, and has all the eſſential perfections 
d I of the Godbead in him. | 
- | And thus, in all reſpects, it denotes, 
a the glory and excellency of this rightouſ- 
1 neſs, and the ſufficiency of it, for the 
1 MW juſtification of a ſinner, Thus, chap. iii. 
20, 21. Therefore by the deeds of the law 
2 WH there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his fight ; 
Vr, by the lau is the knowledge of fin. In 
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this verſe, all the. creature's obedience, 
ſtands for ever excluded, as its juſtifying 
righteouſneſs before God ; and therefore, 
if there had not been a better righteouſ- 
neſs provided, there could have been no 
ſalvation for one ſinner. But, in the 


| 
. 


| 
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next verſe, the ſalvation of God revealed 
in the glorious goſpel, is brought in with 
an adverſative, a but, Bur now the righ- 
teouſneſs of God without the law is manifeſt- 
ed; being witneſſed by the law and the 
prophets. 

This righteouſneſs is ſaid to be mani» 
feſted, and now to be manifeſted ; that is, 
by the bleſſed geſpel, and the diſpenſation 
thereof, which brought life and immortality i 
to light, thereby, for poor ſinners. And 
this righteouſneſs of God, is ſaid to be 
without the law; that is, without our o- 
bedience to the law. But though, as if 
the apoſtle ſhould ſay, this righteouſneſs 
of God, by which a ſinner is juſtified 
and faved, is altogether without the law, 
the works of the law, or the creatures 
obedience to it; yet is not the /aw, hereby, 
ſet aſide, or made void, but completely 
fulfilled. It is ſuch a righteouſneſs, that 
though it is not of the law, nor of the 
law's bringing to light,; yet now it is ma- 
nifeſted by the g«/pel, the law approves of 
it, as that which anfwers all its demands, 
and ſatisfies it to the full. The law bears 
witneſs of it as current coin, that pays it 
all its due, even to a mighty overplus. 


F 


wa 
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| And therefore, when free - grace juſtifies a 
& ſinner, in this righteouſneſs, that perſon 


9 


is pronounced righteous, as a doer of the 


law; for none but the doers of the law can 


be ju/tifed, Rom. ii. 13. And as none 
can kcep the lat in their own perſons, and 
ſo cannot be juſtified by their own obedi- 


ZW ence; ſo thoſe who are juſtified in Chri/?'s, 
1 the righteouſneſs of the law, is ſaid to be 


= /ulfilled in them, Rom. viii. 4. 


; And as this righteouſneſs of God, ma- 


nifeſted by the goſpel, is witneſſed to by 
= the law, as being every way ſuch that it 
requires; ſo likewiſe, it is no new, ſtrange 
thing, that was never heard of in the 
world, before the goſpel, as a diſpenſation, 
entered; for it is witneſſed by the prophets. 
Thus it was foretold, what the language 
of all that are Chriſt's ſhould be, as they 
came up in the ſucceſſive .ages of time; 
who, one by one, even every one for 
themſelves, ſhould ſay, In the Loxp have 
I righteouſneſs, Wa. xlv. 24. And thus 
the Lord himſelf ſpeaks concerning his 
people, chap. liv. 17. No weapon that is 
formed againſt thee ſhall proſper ; and every 
tongue that ſhall riſe againſt | thee in judgment, 
ſhalt thou condemn. This is the heritage of 
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the ſervants of the Lord, and their righte- 
ouſneſs 15 of me, ſaith the Loxd. Thus, 
Ia. xlvi. 12,13. Hearken unto me, ye ſtout- 
hearted, that are far from righteouſneſs. 
I bring near my righteouſneſs; and my ſal- 
vation ſhall not tarry. And, thus it was 
predicted, concerning the Meſſiah, as his 
peculiar work, to finiſh tranſgreſſion, to 
make an end of fin, to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs, Dan. 1x. 24. And, to mention 
no more, This is his name whereby he ſhall 
be called, THE Lord our RiGcuTEOUSNESS, 
Jer. xxiii. 6.—Thus the righteouſneſs of 
God (the complete obedience of Jeſus 
Chriſt) without the law (or excluſive of 
all the creature's works) being manifeſt- 
ed, by the goſpel, is witneſſed by the 
law and the prophets, as the only juſti- 
fying righteouſneſs of a ſinner before God. 
And ſo much for the firſt thing propoſed, 
viz. the matter of juſtification, 
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God imputeth righteouſneſs without works.— 
The righteouſneſs of God 1s revealed from 
faith to faith. —With the heart 1 man be- 
lieveth unto righteouſneſs. 
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SECT. II. 
Of the MANNER of Juſtification. 


Rom. iv. 6. i. 17. X. 10. 


HE manner of juſtification is like- 

wiſe to be conſidered. And this 
1s two-fold; and has reſpect, 1. Unto 
God. And, 2, Unto ourſelves. 


IJ. With reſpect unto Gop, the manner 
of the juſtification of a ſinner is by impu- 
tation. And this ſtands, in God's reckons 
ing, or accounting, and pronouncing of a 
ſinner righteous, in the righteouſneſs of 
his Son. And thus it ſtands oppoſed to 
a perſon's being righteous by inhe/ron, and 
by his own performances, as Adam was 
before his fall. The law of God requires 
perfect righteouſneſs, both in heart and 
life, in the creature that would be juſti- 

F 
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fed by it; and it can juſtify ſuch an one, 
and no other. But fince the fall, neither 
Adam, nor any of his poſterity, were le- 
gally righteous in themſelves; and fo 
could not be juſtified by their own righ- 
teouſneſs. For, in this ſenſe, there is none 
righteous, | i. e. legally righteous in them- 
ſelves, and by their own performances] 
no not one, Rom. iii. 10. And therefore 
by the deeds of the law, no fleſh can be 'juſ+ 
tified in the fight of God, ver. 20. All have 
finned, and come ſhort of the glory of God, ver. 
22.3; and ſo are ſhut up under the curſe of 
his righteous law, aud bound over to his 
wrath, in the ſentence thereof; and ſo 
there is no life for a {inner by the law: it 
cannot juſtify, but muſt condemn an 
unrighteous perſon, But the goſpel re- 
veals a righteouſneſs of God's providing &; 
wherein a ſinner may be perfectly righte- 
ous in the eye of his holy law and ſtrict 
Juſtice; and accordingly juſtified and ſaved 
unto life eternal. And this, as was ſaid, 
is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which God 
the Father reckons, or imputes to a poor 
ſinner as its own. He puts, or placeth, 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs to the ſinners ac- 
count; as he put, or placed, his ſin unto 


* Rom, 1. 16, 17. 
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Chriſt's ſcore: As 2 Cor. v. 21, Tor he 
hath made him to be fin for us, who knew 
no fin; that we might be made the righte- 
ouſneſs of God in him. Chriſt knew no 
ſin, either by inheſion, or commiſſion ; 
and yet God the Father put, or placed, 
the ſins of his people to his account, m- 
puted them unto him, and ſo made him 
ſin for us; that ſo we, who know no 
righteouſneſs, might be made the righte- 
ouſneſs of God in him, by having his 
righteouſneſs put, or placed, to us as ours, 
and we pronounced righteous therein; 
even perfectly ſo, merely by imputation. 
And as it was a righteous thing with God, 
to impute the fins of his people unto Chriſt, 
becauſe of his voluntary undertaking for 
them, as their Surety, in the everlaſting 
covenant, to take their debts upon him- 
ſelf, and pay them to the full; ſo likewiſe, 
it is a juſt, and equitable thing with God, 
to impute the righteouſneſs of his Son 'to 
his 'people; becauſe it was performed by 
him for them, as their repreſentative, in 
their room and ſtead: and accordingly, 
he doth impute it unto them, and there- 
by make them juſt, and pronounce them 
righteous in his ſight. And this is the 
; 2 
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only way, whereby a ſinner can be made 
righteous before God, viz. by his imput- 
ing a complete righteouſneſs to it, which 
the ſoul itſelf puts not ſo much as the leaſt 
finger to the performance of; but is 
wholly wrought out for it by another. 
As Rom. iv. 6. Even as David alſo deſcrib- | 
eth the bleſſedneſs of the man unto whom God 
IMPUTETH righteouſneſs without works. 
And as God imputes the righteouſneſs 
of his Son to poor ſinners, that have none 
in, or of themſelves, and can be juſt in 
juſtifying them in this way; in as much 
as this righteouſneſs is ſuch an one, that 
every way anſwers the perfect purity of 
his nature, and righteous law, and was 
wrought out on purpoſe for them; ſo, in 
juſtifying a ſinner in this way, he diſplays 
the exceeding riches of his grace. It was 
free grace that contrived and appointed 
this righteouſneſs for a ſinner; free grace 
that accepted of it for him, when per- 
formed; and it is free grace that imputes 
it to him, puts it upon him, or makes 
him 7:ghteous therein. Hence we are ſaid 
to be juſtified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Chriſt Feſus, Rom. 
iii. 24, And to have redemption through 
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his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins (which is 
one part of juſtification) according to the 
riches of his grace, Eph. 1. 7. 

The matter of juſtification, or of the 
juſtifying righteouſneſs of a ſinner before 
God, as was before obſerved, is the righ- 
- & teouſneſs of Chriſt, or his active and paſ- 
! WM ſive obedience; and the manner of God's 

8 juſtifying a ſinner, by the imputation of 
ö this righteouſneſs, regards both. God 
imputes the paſſive obedience of Chriſt unto 
the ſoul, or his being obedient unto death, 
even the death of the croſs ; whereby he ſa- 
| tisfied juſtice, and thereby diſcharges it 
| from all guilt, and freely forgives all its 
ſins. And he likewiſe imputes his active 
| obedience, or the obedience of Chriſt's 
life, to the ſoul ; whereby he mates, and 
declares it to be righteous in his fight: 
And in both reſpects, there is the moſt 
bright diſplay of the exceeding riches of his 
grace. And therefore the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, by which a ſinner is juſtified, 
is ſaid to be a gift, a free gift, and a gift 
by grace: As Rom. v. 15, 16, 17. But 
not as the offence, ſo alſo is the free gift. 
For if- through the offence of one, many be 
dead; much more the grace of God, and the 


G 
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gift by grace, which-1s by one man, Jeſus 
Chriſt, hath abounded unto many. And nat 
as it was by one that ſinned, ſo is the gift : 
for the judgment was by one to condemna- 
tion; but the free gift is of many offences 
unto juſtification: for, if by one man's offence, 
death reigned by one; much more they which 
receive abundance of grace, and of the gift 
of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in life by one, 
Jeſus Chriſt —Thus the manner of a ſin- 
ner's juſtification, with reſpect unto God, 
is by imputation, or the imputation of 
_ Chriſt's righteouſneſs to him, by God the 
Father, of the freeſt grace. And, 


II. With reſpe& unto vs, the manner 
of juſtification is by faith. And here I 
{ſhall ſhew, briefly, 1. What kind of faith, 
juſtifying faith is. 2. How this faith 
acts towards its proper objects. And, 
3. How, or in what reſpects, the juſtifi- 
cation of a ſinner is by faith. I ſhall be- 
gin to ſhew, | 

1/7, What Lind of faith, juſtifying faith 
is. And in order hereto, {hall obſerve, 


1. What it is ot. And, 2. What it is. 


And, 
1. Juſtifying faith, is not a mere histo- 
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rical faith, or a bare aſſent to the truth 
of Chriſt's coming into the world to be 
the Saviour of men, of his dying for ſin- 
ners, of his riſing from the grave, and 


of his coming again at the laſt day, to be 


the judge of quick and dead. This is no 
more than the devils have, who believe 
and tremble; and no more than what thou- 
ſands may have, where the goſpel comes, 
and yet die in their ſins, and periſh for 
ever. But, 

2. Juſtifying faith, is a Hpecial faith, 
that is peculiar to God's elect; and there- 
fore ſtyled, the faith of God's elect, Tit. i. 1. 
And though this faith is called common 
faith, ver. 4.; yet this phraſe denotes no 
more, than that it is common to all the 
elect of God; and is not to be underſtood, 
as if it was common to others, together 
with them. It is likewiſe ſtyled precious 
faith, 2 Pet. 1. 1. Jo them that have ob- 
tained like precious faith with us. And it 
is {aid to be a gift of God's free grace, to 
the ſaved ones, Eph. ii. 8. That ſame 
free grace, that gives them ſalvation, as 
the end of their faith, gives them faith 
as a means to that end. This gift of juſ- 
tifying faith, ſprings out of the grace of 
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election; and therefore it is ſaid, Acts 
xiii. 48. As many as were ordained to eter- 
nal life, believed. And to denote the ſpe- 


ciality of its kind, it is ſaid to be the faith of | 


the operation of God, who raiſed Chriſt from 
the dead, Col. ii. 12. And to be effected 
by the exceeding greatneſs of God's power, 
which he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed 
him from the dead, Eph 1. 19, 20, But 
thus much as to the iind of juſtifying faith. 
I come to ſhew, 

2dly, How this faith acts towards its 
proper objects. The objects of juſtifying 
faith are, the perſon of Chr:/? in his death 
and reſurrection, his blood and righteouſ- 
neſs; and God the Father, in and through 
him, as juſtifying the ungodly. Chriſt 


is the immediate object, and God in him 


the ultimate object of this juſtifying faith. 
And how it acts towards theſe its objects, 
Jam now to ſhew. But before I ſpeak 
of its act, I would juſt give a hint of it 
as it is a principle: for, as in nature, there 
muſt be life, before motion; ſo it is in 
grace. 

Juſtifying faith, then, as it is a prin- 


ciple, grows not in nature's garden, is not 


brought into the world with us, nor ac- 


» * 
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W quired by human endeavours; but is 


WW wrought in the ſoul, by the almighty A 
W cnergy of the Spirit of God, at the time 4 
of regeneration. And hence, the grace f 
of faith is reckoned up among the reſt, 3 
as the fruit of the Spirit, Gal. v. 22. br 


= When I ſay the principle of faith is N 
Lurougght in the ſoul, by the Spirit of 
God, I intend thereby, His immediate ef- 
Fciency therein; and not to exclude the 
Father and the Son, from this great work. 
No; all the three perſons in God, have 
a joint efficiency in the work of faith; and 
accordingly, it is aſcribed & them all: . 
ſometimes to the Father, ſometimes to 4 
the Son, and ſometimes to the Spirit; be- 
cauſe all have a joint hand therein. The 1 
Father works it by Chriſt, CHriſt works 1 
it from the Father, and the Spirit works 
it from both. For, when the appointed 
time comes, that a veſſel of. mercy is to 
be filled with the life of grace; God the 
Father, the great husbandman, cuts the 
ſoul off from the wild olive tree, its old 
ſtock, the firſt Adam, and the old cove- i 
nant, and ingrafts into Chriſt, the ſecond I 
Adam, the good olive tree; and thereby bf 
brings it under the new covenant, and , | 
f G 1 


. 
K ” 
- n - 
. —_ " * 

* —_— 2 — 
r 2 "x 
-- a 4 — . . — — — 

— „ 
A = - a We 
— > R —— — . a - 
— * 


** A, 0 gogany wry \ 5 » = _ 
4 2 3 9 2 * 5 . 


50 Of the ManntR Sect. II. 
gives it a new life, the life of grace, from 
Chriſt, its new and living root. And 
Chriſt, at the ſame inſtant apprehends, or 
lays hold on the ſoul, and ſecretly unites 
himſelf to it; and hereby communicates 


the /prrrt of grace, and the ſpiritual lie of 


Cer! 


grace unto it, out of his own fulneſs. es 
And the holy Spirit of God, at the ſame his 
moment, being ſent from the Father and to 
the Son, takes poſſeſſion of the ſoul for al 
Chnit, to form his image in it; and in- W 
ilantancoully gives it the liſe of grace, to 
or a principle of every grace, and fo, in B 
particular, df this grace of faith, by his fo 
own immediate efficiency. Thus this grace v 
of faith, as a principle, is created in the ſoul, f] 
by Father, Son, and Spirit; and, with 1 
reſpec to each of the ſacred three, is a { 
work of almightineſt. But as the holy { 


Spirit is the immediate efficient hereof, 
ſo, as 1 ſaid, this principle of faith 1s ; 
wrought in the ſoul, by /ig almighty e- 
nergy. And this principle of faith, 
wrought in the ſoul, is a ſpiritual 45711 
to know Chriſt, and God in him, to have 
communion with him, to receive all grace 
from him, and to give all glory to him. 

Hence, in its ads, as it is a Chriſt diſ- 
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cerning faith, a ſoul transforming faith, 
an heart purifying faith; ſo it is a working 
faith, it wor keth by love: it unites the ſoul 
to the objects beheld; it makes Chr}, 
and God in him, precious to the foul; it 
makes his promiſes precious, his ordinanc- 
es precious, his commandments precious, 
his people precious; and enables the ſoul 
to lay out itſelf for the glory of God, in 
all holy obedience: and while it thus 
walks in wifdom”s ways, it finds them al/ 
to be pleaſantneſs, and all her paths feace. 
But as I am not to ſpeak of the acts of 
faith comprehenſively but onty of thoſe, 
which are peculiar to it, as juftifvrno ; 1 
ſhall paſs over thoſe of its acts, whereby 
it is more properly called, uniting faith, 
ſanctifying faith, and working faith; and 
ſhall attend to the proper acts of j/7ify- 
ing faith: for in theſe it wworketh not at 
all. 

Thus having hinted, how the principle 
of faith is wrought in the ſoul, and that 
it is a ſpiritual ab:/ity to know, and obey 
God in Chriſt; I come now to ſpeak of 
the acts of this principle, as it is ſtyled 
juſtifying faith; or to ſhew, how juſlify- 
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ing faith ads towards Chriſt, and God in 
him, its proper obyedts. 

And in order to the actings of faith 
towards theſe its objects, there muſt be 
firſt a revelation of them. The principle 
of faith, as I have ſaid, is a ſpiritual ability 
to know and obey Chriſt, and God in 
him; and the actings of this principle, to- 
wards its objects, differ from it, juſt as 
the actions of the eye, in ſeeing an object, 
differ from its power of fight; and as the 
action of the hand, in receiving a giſt, dit- 
fers from its power of reception. And as 
the eye, in nature, though it be ever ſo 
good, cannot diſcern an object, unleſs it 
is preſented before it, in ligt, the proper 
medium, whereby it may be beheld ; ſo, 
neither can the eye of faith ſee Chriſt, un- 
leſs he is revealed to it, by his Spirit in his 
word. And as the hand, in nature, can» 
not receive a gift, unleſs it is exhibited to 
it; ſo neither can the hand of faith, receive 
Chriſt, unleſs he is held forth thereto, and 
put into it by his Spirit and word. And 
therefore, ſays our Lord, ſpeaking of the 
holy Ghoſt, he ſhall glorify me; for he ſhall 
receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you, 
John Xvi. 14. | 
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And further, in order to the revelation 
of Chriſt, (for I begin with Chriſt, becauſe 
he is the immediate object of faith) the 
holy Spirit of God, having wrought the 
principle of faith, diſcovers to the ſoul, 
its own miſerable and wretched ſtate by 
nature; as being under the guilt and 
power of ſin, the curſe of God's law, and 
the due deſert of his eternal vengeance. 
And this he does, by bringing the law 
home to the conſcience, in its purity and 
ſpirituality ; as it requires perfect, uni- 
verſal, and perpetual obedience, in heart, 
lip, and life; and denounceth wrath and 
death upon every tranſgreſſor, for the 
leaſt failure herein. Whereupon, the 
ſoul receives a full conviction of its pre- 
ſent miſery, and of its utter inability to 
help, or deliver itſelf from it; and fo it 
dies unto all hope of life by the law. And 
having ſuch a clear diſcerning by faith, 
of the depth of its miſery, as it never 
before had, nor could have imagined, it 
cries out, as being in the greateſt diſtreſs, 
What muſt I do to be ſaved? 

And now, the ſoul being it, has a 
ſenſible need of the phyſician. And being 
hereby prepared tor the revelation of Chriſt, 
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the holy Spirit reveals him to the ſoul, 
and ſets him before the eye of its faith, 
in all his fulneſs, as the great Saviour, as 
every way ſuitable to its caſe, as a miſer- 
able ſinner. Aud hereby he makes ſuch 
an alluring diſplay of his glory to it, that 
- attracts the whole ſoul after him. And 
as he preſents the excellency of Chriſt to 
the eye of faith, ſo he convinces the ſoul 
of the abſolute neceſſity of /ootzng unto 
him alone, for all its ſalvation. As it is 
the command of God, that a periſhing 
ſinner, made ſenſible of its miſery, ſhould 
believe on the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and as 1t 1s the declaration of heaven, 
that there is ſalvation in no other, either 
perſon, or thing, nor in any other way, 
than by faith in him; whereupon, the 
foul ſeeing the miſery and damnation 
that will inevitably be the lot of all unbe- 
lievers, and the happineſs and falvation 
of all thoſe who are enabled to believe 
in Chriſt; it attempts to put forth an act 
of faith on him, for itſelf, being embol- 
dened herein by the command of God, 
and encouraged hereto by the indefinite 
promiſes of the goſpel. And though the 
ſoul feels its utter inability to put forth 
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an act of faith on Chriſt, for itſelf, by 
reaſon of thoſe weights which are upqn 
it, thoſe innumerable fins and fears which 
drag it downward towards deſpair; yet 
it is enabled ſo to do, by the exceeding 
greatneſs of God's power, according to the 
working, the energy, or the preſent ex- 
erting of his mighty power, which he wrought 
in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from the dead, 
and ſet him at his own right-hand, &c. 
Eph. 1. 19, 20. And as the ſoul 1s ena- 
bled to act faith upon Chr:/?; ſo it is upon 
him, as preſented in ſome promiſe, or de- 
claration of the goſpel. For, as the Spirit 
is the revealing agent, and Chriſt the re- 
vealed object; fo the goſpel, in the hand of 
the Spirit, is the revealing /zght ; in which 
faith's object, being preſented, it acts to- 
wards him as ſuch, according to the de- 
gree of the revelation made, and aſſiſtance 
afforded, by that ſovereign Lord, who, 
as he worketh herein, divideth to every 
man jeverally as he will. 

And by the way, this thews the woful 
ignorance of thoſe perſons, who think 
faith is a light matter; and from thence 
are apt to ſay, What! muſt we do nothing 
to be ſaved, but juſt believe? This Is an 
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eaſy thing indeed. But, ah! miſerable 
| ſouls, how wretched is their caſe who 
thus argue! This ſhews them to be yet 
in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bonds of 
iniquity; that they never knew what the 
pangs of the new-birth, nor ſoul-plunges 
were: that they never experienced what 
it is, for a ſoul to have the guilt of ſin 
charged home upon the conſcience, to 
have the curſes of the law roaring out a- 
gainſt it, and to be ſtript naked of all 
ſelt-righteouſneſs and ſtrength; and, in 
ſuch a caſe and time, to be called to put 
forth an act of faith on Chriſt for itſelf ; 
and that they never knew, what power 
is requilite, to enable a foul ſo to do. 
Will any ſay it is an eaſy thing to believe? 
Aye, fay I, ſo it is, with ſuch a faith 
that thouſands have, and yet peri/h. 
With ſuch a fa:th, by which the foul 
ſhelters itſelf under the falſe refuges of 
its own apprehended righteouſneſs and 
{treagth; while it wears ts own garment, 
and eats its own bread, i. e. works for 
life, or thinks to live upon its own earn- 
ings; while it only makes mention of 
Chriſt, and would be called by his name, 
a Chriſtian, to fate away its reproach, 
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Iſa, iv. 1. It is an eaſy thing to believe, 
with ſuch a faith, that can only ſtand in 
a calm; but is it an ea/y thing to believe 
in a /torm? When the ſtorm of God's 
apprehended wrath beats vehemently a- 
gainſt the ſoul; then for it, in the face 
of the tempeſt, to put forth an ad of faith 
on Chriſt for 2t/elf, is this an eaſy thing? 
If it is an ea thing for a dead man to 
act; then it is an ea/y thing for an unre- 
generate, unquickened foul, to put forth an 
act of ſaving faith upon Chriſt. If it is 
an eaſy thing for a creature, in the utmott 
weakneſs, to perform mighty acts; then, is 
it an eaſy thing, even for the new-born 
ſoul, in all its felt weatneſs, to put forth 
an ad of faith on Chriſt for itſelf, in the 
depth of its diſtreſs, which 1s ſuch a mighty 
performance? No; this is a thing, quite 
out of the reach of all creature-power. It 
is indeed eaſy for a ſoul, that has a prin- 
ciple of ſaving faith wrought in it, to put 
forth an act of faith on Chriſt, when the 
power of God enables it thereunto; as eaſy 
as it is to breathe, when reſpiration is free ; 
as eaſy as it is for the eye to ſee a preſented 
object, when it has a perfection of light, 
and a plenitude of vive ſpirits; and as 
I 
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eaſy as it is for the hand to recerve a gift 
that 1s put into it; and for the foot to 
roa unto any deſigned point of the com- 
paſs, when both have a fulneſs of hfe and 
foirits for thoſe motions: but otherwiſe, 
to put forth an act of faith, 1s quite out 
of the reach of the creature's ability. But 
to go on. | 

It is a moſt certain truth, that nothing 
leſs than omnipotence is required to enable 
a foul to put forth an act of faith on Chriſt, 
according to the degree of the revelation 
of him made unto it. If any thing leſs 
than almightineſs could work faith, the 
power that enables a ſoul to believe would 
never have been ſo aggrandized, as here, 
in this Epheſiun text it is; where it is ſaid 
to be his, i. e. God's power; the great- 
neſs of his power; and the exceeding great- 
neſs of his power; and that fouls believe, 
according to his mighty power, and to the 
working of his mighty power, which he 
wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from 
the dead, and ſet him at his own right-hand 
in the heavenly places, &c. 

Our Lord, by the almighty power of 
God, had a double reſurrection from the 
dead; and fo have his people, in confor- 
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mity to him. He had firſt a reſurrection 
of his ſoul, from under all that guilt, 
wrath, and death 'which he endured for 
us; when the ſufferings of his ſoul being 
finiſhed, and divine juſtice, in that regard, 
ſatisfied, the joys of his Father's favour, 
and of his being the Gad of peace, both 
to him and his, broke out upon his ſpirit, 
like the ſun from under an ecliple, and 
raiſed him up to that lite of joy, in which 
he cried out, It is finiſhed! Whereupon 
he commended his triumphant Spirit into 
the hands of his Father, bowed the head, 
and gave up the Ghoſt.—And again, he 
had a reſurrection of his body, from under 
the dominion of death and the grave; 
when, in his whole perſon, he was openly 
diſcharged from all the debts which his 
people owed, and which he had taken 
upon himſelf to pay; and as having done 
it, was publicly juſtified, and entered up- 
on endleſs life and glory, in their room 
and ſtead. Thus Chriſt, by the power of 
God, had a double reſurrection; and ſo 
have lus people: for, by virtue of their 
union with him, they have a conformity 
to him. h 

They have firſt a reſurrection of their 
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fouls; when, by the mighty power of 
God, they are raiſed up from under all | 
guilt, wrath, and death in the conſcience, 
unto faith in Jeſus; whereby they receive 
a full diſcharge from all fin, a right and 
title to endleſs life and glory, and enter 
into the preſent life of a joyful perſuaſion 
thereof; which is the firſt fruit of that 
full harveſt of joy and glory, reſerved for 
them, when they ſhall enter into life e- 
ternal.— And again, they ſhall have a re- 
ſurrection of their Bodies, at Chriſt's ſecond 
coming; they ſhall be openly diſcharged 
from all ſin, and publicly pronounced 
righteous; and as ſuch, called to inherit 
the kingdom which is prepared for them. — 
Thus the reſurrection of Chriſt's people, 
in general, bears an analogy with his; 
and in particular the reſurrection of their 
ſouls, when firſt raiſed up unto Faith in 
him, as dying for their fins, and raiſed 
again for their juſtification ; and is effected 
by the ſame mighty poder of God, which 
he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him 
from the dead; according to that propor- 
tion, which was requilite to raiſe the head 
and the members. 


And as the firſt actings of faith, in the 
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ſame ſoul, paſs under various deſcriptions; 
ſuch as, looking unto Jeſus, coming unto 
Chriſt, Heeing unto him, the city of refuge, 
running into his name, as a ſtrong tower, 
committing the ſoul into his hands, and 
truſting in his name, for life and ſalvation; 
ſo the firſt actings of faith, in different 
ſouls, may in ſome meaſure vary, while, 
as was ſaid, they believe according to the 
meaſure of the revelation of Chriſt, made 
unto them, and to the degree of aſſiſtance 
afforded them ; and yet in the main, they 
all agree, and may be ſummed up in 
this, viz. The ſoul's believing on Chriſt, 
for itſelf, for all life and ſalvation. Some 
ſouls have clearer views of Chriſt, and 
are enabled to believe on him more ſtrong- 
ly, and others are more weak in faith: 
but yet all believe truly, that have a 
diſcerning of Chriſt, as the only Saviour, 
and truſt in him alone, for all their ſalva- 
tion. 53 | 
There were fx cities appointed, under 
the Jewiſh ſtate, to be refuge cities; whi- 
ther the man-/layer might flee, and be ſafe: 
all which typified out that fulneſs of refuge 
and ſafety, that there is in our one Lord 
Jeſus for periſhing ſinners, that flee unto 
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him by faith, as the hope ſet before them 
in the goſpel. And as the man-/layer, 
being to ha/te for his life unto one of 
the cities of refuge, was ordered to flec 
unto that city which was zeare/t to him; 
ſo it is the duty and privilege of poor ſin- 
ners, when they ſee their miſerable con- 
dition, to haſte immediately unto Chriſt, 
the great Saviour; and unto that in Chriſt, 
which they have the cleareſt diſcerning of, 
and ſo in that regard, is the neare/t unto 
them; as being a ſuitable relief for that 
part of their m/ery, which moſt ſenſibly 
affefts them — And thus ſome ſouls, being 
moſt ſenſibly touched with the guilt and 
filth of /n, have a more clear revelation 
of the blood of Chrift, in its excellency and 
fuitableneſs, to cleanſe from all ſin, and are 
enabled to haſte unto this, as the imme- 
diate refuge ſet before them. Other ſouls 
are more ſenſible of their miſery, as naked 
creatures, and have a more clear diſco- 
very of Chriſt, as a ſuitable, glorious re- 
medy, in regard to his r:ghteouſneſs ; and 
theſe are enabled to run into his name, 
Tux Lon ůD out RIGHTEOUSNESS, as the 
reſuge that is next, or moſt immediate 
unto hem. And others, who have a more 
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general ſenſe of their miſery, have a more 
general revelation of Chriſt's excellency ; 
and are enabled to flee unto him for refuge, 
as a complete Saviour, that is every way 
ſuitable to therr caſe. And though the 
diſtinct actings of faith on Chriſt, in all 
theſe, vary; yet in the main they agree, 
inaſmuch as it is one Chriſt, that is be- 
lieved on for juſtification and life. They 
all flee unto Chriſt for ref9e, and fo are 
all /afe ; though one flees unto him under 
one conſideration, and another under a- 
nother, according to that revelation they 
have of him, as ſnitable to their caſe. 
For, though the ſoul's firſt actings of faith 
on Chriſt, may more peculiarly reſpect 
ſome one of his diſtinct excellencies, than 
the reſt, yet all are implyed: faith acts 
towards a whole Chriſt ; and thoſe of his 
excellencies, which were not at firſt ſo 
diſtinctly viewed, and acted towards by 
the ſoul, are afterwards more fully diſco- 
vered, and particularly dealt with. Thus 
in general, juſtifying faith ads towards 
Chriſt its object. 

But more particularly; the holy Spirit 
of God, as the Spirit of wiſdom and reve- 
lation, reveals the blood of Chrift to a ſin- 
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burdened ſoul, in its infinite all-ſufficiency 
to cleanſe from all ſin, in ſome one or o- 
ther.promiſe or declaration of the goſpel; 
and enables the ſoul to act faith therein. 
Thus Rom. iii. 25. Whom God hath ſet 
forth to be a propitiation, through faith in 
his blood. And the particular actings of 
juſtifying faith, towards Chriſt, with re- 
gard to his blood, are, 1. A diſcerning of 
its all ſufficiency to take away fin. 2. An 
approving of it as ſuch. And, 3. An 
entire dependance upon it, and recourſe 
unto it, for all pardon and peace with 
God. All which are comprehended in 
that phraſe, Faith in his blood. 

The ſoul that acts faith in Chriſt's blood, 
as on. the one hand it d:/cerns the infinite 
all-ſufficiency thereof, to cleanſe it from all 
ſin; ſo, on the other, it ſees an utter 
inſufficiency in every thing elſe, in all its 
prayers, tears, ſufferings, &'c. to take 
away the leaſt /in, or in the leaſt-wiſe to 
remove, either the guilt or ſtain of any 
of its tranſgreſſions. 

And as ſuch a ſoul approves of the 
blood of Chriſt, as ſufficient in itſelf to 
take away ſin, and as it is appointed of 
God for this end; fo, it di/approves of the 
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pretended efficacy. of every thing elle for 
this purpoſe. \ : 

Again, as ſuch a ſoul has an entire de- 
| pendence upon the precious b/0od of Chriſt, 
for all its pardon and peace with God, 
: and as it has an utter independence upon 
every thing elſe, either to procure its 
pardon, or make its peace; ſo, it would 
not, for a world, ſubſtitute any thing of 
its own, either doings or ſufferings, in the 
room of Chrilt's b/cod, or join them toge- 
ther with it; becaule it ſees, that nothing 
elſe can take away n; and alſo, becauſe 
it would not derogate from the honour of 
the Redeemer's bloed: no; the ſoul that 
acts faith in Chriſt's blood, falls down and 
adores the Redeemer, in the infinite all- 
ſufficiency of his great ſacrifice, and de- 
pends upon this alone, for its juſtification 
from all ſin, in the fight of God. Faith 
will give none of the glory, that is due 
to Chriſt's blood, as it cleanſeth from all 
lin, to any thing done or ſuffered by the 
creature; but ſets the crown upon, the 
Redeemer's head, and proclaims the Yamb 
worthy to_ have all the glory. of waſhing his 
people from their ſins in his own blood, Rev. 
i. 5, Thus juſtifying faith ads. towards 
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Chriſt, its chiject, with regard to his paj- 
te obedience, his blood, according to the 
revealed efficacy thereof, for a full diſ- 
charge from all fin. 

Again, the Spirit of Chriſt reveals to 
the ſoul, in and by the goſpel, his aclive 
obedience, his r:ghteouſneſs, firictly ſo call- 
ed; and faith a&s towards it accordingly. 


Thus, Rom. i. 17. this righteouſneſs of 


God 1s ſaid to be revealed from faith to 
faith. As the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 
externally revealed in the goſpel, which 1s 
the doctrine of faith; ſo likewiſe, it is 
mternally revealed by his Spirit to the 
ſoul; or ſet before the eye of its faith, in 
Caine one or other word of *the goſpel, 


ſhining in upon the heart in the light of 


the Holy Ghoſt. Chriſt is ſaid to be made 
of” God unto us righteouſneſs, as well as re- 
demption, 1 Cor. i. 30. As he is made 
redemption to us, both by price and power 
for the forgiveneſs of all our ſins, and for 
our deliverance from all enemies; ſo he 
is mgfde righteouſneſs to us, for the juſ- 


tification of our perſons in the ſight of 


God; or, for the making us poſitively 
righteous before God, to the utmoſt per- 
fection: whereupon we are declared righ- 
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teous, have now a title to, and ſhall, ere 
long, inherit eternal life. So likewiſe, 


it is aid, that Chriſt was made ſin for us, 
| that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 


God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. And that it 
is by the obedience of one, that many ſhall 
be made righteous, Rom. v. 19. And when 
the Spirit of Chriſt takes the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, and ſhews it to the foul, 
in theſe words, or in any other word of 
the goſpel, he makes ſuch a revelation 
of it to the mind, that it never before 
ſaw. | 
The ſoul had wont to think, that that 
righteouſneſs, whereby it might find ac- 
ceptance with God, and be juitified before 
him, was ſomething either in, or done 
by itſelf. If it had any fight of the need 
of Chriſt's blood, to cleanſe it from fin ; 
(as ſome fight of this, a natural man is 
capable of, though not of that ſaving fight 
of it, which 1s peculiar to the new-born, 
upon the Spirit's revelation;) yet ſtill the 
ſoul thought, that it muſt endeavour to 
make itſelf righteous in the fight of God, 
by its own obedience; and that for this 
end it muſt do good works. But when 
the Spirit ſhews the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
E 
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to, the faith of any ſoul, it is quite of a- 
nother mind. Now, the ſoul ſees, that 
that righteouſneſs, which alone can make 
a {inner juſt before God, is only in the 
LorD; i. e. in the Lord Jeſns, as the 
repreſenting head of his people. It ſees, 
that CHRIST is made unto us righteouſneſs ; 
that it is in mim we are made the righte- 
ouſneſs of God; and that, it is by His obe- 
dience, that many ſhall be made righteous. 
And as by this revelation of the Spirit, 
the ſoul ſees the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
in its reality, and alſo in its beauty, ful- 
neſs, excellency, and glory; fo, by faith, 
it ads towards it for juſtification. As 
this righteouſneſs is revealed to faith; ſo 
faith acts towards this righteouſneſs, or to- 
wards Chriſt, with regard to his righteouſ- 
neſs ; 1. By looking unto it. 2. By re- 
ceiving, or embracing of it. And, 3. By 
depending upon this alone, for its only 
juſtifying righteouſneſs before God. 

As the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is re- 
vealed, in the goſpel, unto all nations for 
the obedience of faith; and revealed, by 
the Spirit, unto all thoſe who have faith 
wrought in their hearts: ſo faith as to- 
wards this righteouſneſs, by ſubnutting to 
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3 it. As is plainly implyed, in what is 


1 


aſſerted concerning unbelievers, that Hey, 
being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, go a- 
bout to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, and 
have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the rigb- 
teouſneſs of God, Rom. x. 3. If this is the 
character of an unbehever, that he is ſuch 
an one, that doth not ſubmit to this righ- 
teouſneſs of God; then the character of 
a believer muſt be juſt the reverſe ; and 
the ſoul that ads faith, in ſubmitting 
to this righteouſneſs, l, unto this 
alone, for its juſtification in the ſight of 
God. | 

As poor ſinners are called to lot unte 
Jeſus alone, for all that fulneſs of /alvation 
that is in him; ſo, in particular, they are 
called to look unto him, as THE Lord our 
RIGHTEOUSNESS; and that when they are 
far from righteouſneſs, or have none at 
all of their own to recommend them ta 
God: As, Iſa. xlv. 22. Look unto me, and 
be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth. And, 
chap. xlvi. 12, 13. Hearken unto me, ye 


ſtout-hearted, that are far from righteouſneſs 


I bring near my righteouſneſs. It is as if 
the Lord ſhould ſay, Hear ye ſtout- 


\ hearted ſouls, that, in the pride of your 
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ſpirits, have refuſed ſubjection to my 
righteouſneſs, and have gone about 
* making yourſelves righteous, by the 
* works of your own hands, which yet 
© leave you in a ſtate that is far from 
* righteouſneſs; I bring near my righte- 
ouſneſs, I have a righteouſneſs for you, 
© that you never thought of; a complete 
glorious robe, of my own working out, 
in which there is a fulneſs of ſalvation 
* for you: look therefore, upon this my 
* righteouſneſs, and be ye faved.% And 
accordingly, the ſoul that believeth, /ooks 


away from all its own righteouſneſs, as 


being fully convinced of the vanity of 
looking for ſalvation from thence; and 
looks unto the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, 
and to that alone, as being infinitely ſut- 


ficient to juſtify and fave it. And the 


language of ſuch a ſoul, when it comes 
unto Chriſt for juſtification of life, is the 
ſame with that of the church, Jer. iii. 23. 
Truly in vain is ſalvation hoped for from the 
hills, and from the multitude of mountains ; 
(from the works of our own hands, which 
were once high as mountains, in our e- 
ſteem, for ſecurity) Truly in the Lord our 
God is the ſalvation of Iſrael, And thus, 
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Hoſ. xiv. 3. Aſhur ſhall not ſave us, we 


/ ill not ride upon horſes, neither will we 
ay any more to the work of our hands, Te 


are our gods ; (our deliverers, to whom 
we look for ſalvation.) For in thee the 
atherleſs find mercy : it is as if they ſhould 
* ſay, we are ſuch miſerable ſouls, that 
cannot ſave ourſelves, and have none to 
provide us either bread or cloathing, in a 
ſpiritual reſpect; but thou haſt all we 


=> want: we come to thee therefore, in our 
= ſtarving, naked condition; and loot to thee, 
for that bread, that cloathing which thou 


haſt provided; for in thee we ſhall find 
all the mercy we can want, unto eternal 
life.— Thus, a poor ſoul, when ſtnpt na- 
ted of all its own r:ghteouſnefs, looks by 
faith unto Chriſt's, as its only juſtifying 
robe. And the eye of a believer is /engle 
towards Chriſt, in this reſpect; it does 
not look partly to Chriſt, and partly to its 
own works, to make 1t righteous in the 
fight of God. No, Chriſt commends his 
ſpouſe, as having doves eyes, Song iv. 1. 
that look fingly unto him, her glorious 


Mate, for that royal robe of his, that 


wedding-garment, which can only fit her 


to ſtand with him, in the heights of glory, 
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before the face of God, with the higheſt 


acceptance. 
Again, juſtifying faith acts towards A 
Chriſt, its object, with regard to his righ- 5 
teouſneſs, by receiving or embracing of it. 
This righteouſneſs is ſtyled à gift, hom. 
v. 17. And accordingly, the hand of 
faith receives it, as a gift of the Father's 
free love, to a naked ſinner, to make it 
completely righteous in his ſight: for, in 
1 giving Chriſt to the ſoul, he gives him in 
5 all his fulneſs, and ſo in this, of his glo- 
rious righteouſneſs, which is infinitely full 
for its juſtification, And faith receives 
1 Chriſt, as God gives him; it receives Chriſt © 
2 Feſus the Lord, as the Father's gift, inal 
1 his fulneſs, in all his glories, and ſo in 


this, of his being its complete righteouſneſs 
before God; and as fuch it walks in him, 

in all its approaches to the Father, as the 
ſaints are exhorted to do, Col. ii. 6. As 
faith's eye /ooks unto this righteouſneſs; 
| ſo faith's hand receives it: it brings nothing 
| to buy this righteouſneſs with; nor yet 
doth it bring any thing to ein with it 
but merely receives it, in the fulneſs 
of its glory, and freeneſs of its beſtow- 
ment, | 
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As this righteouſneſs is a royal grant 
from the throne, to array the bride of 
Chriſt, and ſo every believer, who, in 
itſelf, is a naked creature; ſo the ſoul by 
faith receives it, and puts it on, as it were: 
It puts on the Lord Jeſus as its righteouſ- 
neſs. before God,. enwraps itſelf herein, 
and adorns itſelf herewith; and hereby 
makes itſelf ready for the marriage of the 
Lamb. And in this ſpotleſs, beauteous, 
glorious robe, it will appear to be made 
ready indeed, for the enjoyment of the 
marriage-glory, with its royal Bridegroom, 
when that happy day comes on, Rev. xix. 
8. Anunbeliever, as he has noeye of faith, 


no ſpiritual ability to /e Chriſt's righ- 


teouſneſs; ſo he has no hand of faith, 
or ſpiriritual ability to receive it. Na; 


the eye of the natural man /ooks to his 


own works, to make him righteous: theſe 
he admires, bows down to, and idola- 
troully ſets up in the room of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs. And as for his Hand, it is 
a working hand, not a receiving hand; it 
works for righteouſneſs, not receives righ- 
teouſneſs. The natural man is too proud 
to be beholding to free - grace, for a righ- 
teonſneſs before God, that is all of mere 
K 8 
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gift, and of another's working out; this 
he underſtands not, this he approves not, 
to this he'/ubmts not. But to a believer, 
O What a glorious ſight is the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, in his eye, as it is the 
Father's free gift, for the juſtification of 
a ſinner! And, with what gladneſs doth 


the hand of faith recerve and embrace 


this gift 6f righteouſneſs! 

And as the ſoul, by faith, looks to 
and receives this righteouſneſs ; fo it de- 
pends upon this alone, for its juſtiſication 
before God. And therefore, the apoſtle 
gives this deſcription of believers, that 
they are ſuch that rejoice in Chriſt Feſus, 
and have no confidence in the fleſh,' Phil. iii. 3. 
As they have no confidence in the Fe/h, 
in their. external privileges, or legal per- 


formances, as their righteouſneſs beforc 


God; ſo they have all their confidence in 
Chrij?, and his righteouſneſs, for their 
complete juſtification in God's ſight. Here 
they confide, on this they depend; and 
knowing the fulneſs, glory, and excel- 
lency of this righteouſneſs, appointed of 
God for ſuch a glorious end, they do it 
with joy. They rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, 
as having an exuberant fulneſs of juſtifi- 
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of JUSTIFICATION. 7 
cation, life, and glory in him; even, a- 


bove what perfect Adam was capable of : 


in innocency. And as the apoſtle here 


deſcribes believers in general; ſo, in the 


ſucceeding verſes, he gives us an account 
of himſelf in particular, with regard to 
his diſtruſting every thing of his own, and 
his entire confidence in, Chriſt, or the act- 
ings of his faith towards him, in reſpect 
to his righteouſneſs. 

Verſe 4. Though I nught alſo have confi- 
dence in the fleſh, if any other man thinketh 
that he hoth whereof. he might truſt in fleſh, 
I more. It is as if he ſhould ſay, I have 
as much of external privilege, and legal 
performance, as any of you all; and if 
theſe things would ſtand me in any 
ſtead, for my righteouſneſs before God, 
I might truſt in them as much as any 
Man, nay, more.” 

And then he proceeds, verſes 5, 6. to 
give a particular enumeration of his pri- 
vileges and performances; Circumciſed the 
eighth day, ſays he; of the ſtack of Ijrael, 


* 


* 


8 


8 


of the. tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 


Hebrews ; as touching the law a Phariſee ; 
concerning zeal, perſecuting the church; 
touching the righteouſneſs which is in the 
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law, blameleſs. It is as if he ſhould ſay, 


Come, you Jews, who reſt in the law, 


and make your boaſt of God, and ſee if 1 
am a whit behind you, in any of your 
birth, or, church privileges, and legal 
performances, in which you vainly truſt; 
or rather, whether I have not more of 
thoſe things, than many of you can 
pretend to.—Are you Hebrews, of the 


' ſeed of Abraham; whom God choſe to 


be his peculiar people? So am I. Yea, 
an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; I am ſo, both 
by father's and mother's fide; which 
many of you cannot ſay.—Are you of 
the ſtock of Iſrael, who as a prince with 
God, prevailed with him for the bleſſing? 
So am I. And I can tell you of what 
tribe too, I am of the tribe of Benjamin; 
when many of you cannot reckon up 


your genealogy,—Were you circumciſed? 


So was IJ. And that at the eighth day 
too, the preciſe time appointed by God; 
which many of you cannot ſay.— Have 
you been. obſervers of the law? 80 
have I. As touching the law, a Pha- 
iſee; of the ſtricteſt ſet: and profited 
more in the Fews religion, than many of 
mine equals, who profeſt themſelves to 
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be Phariſees, of the ſame ſect with me. 
Have you been ſtrenuous maintainers 
of the Jewiſb religion, and oppoſers of all 
you judged innovations, and deſtructive 
of the rites and ceremonies thereof! 
So have I. I was no cold halt-hearted 
profeſſor, that cared not what men be- 
lieved, or practiſed in religious matters; 
but was ſo exceedingly zealous of the tra- 
ditions of the fathers, that in this my 
blind zeal, I even perſecuted the church 
of God, and verily thought I ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of. Feſus 
of Nazareth; becauſe I judged that Je- 


ſus, and his followers, taught and prac- 


tiſed things contrary to the law of Mes, 
and the religion e/tabliſhed by God him- 
ſelf. And being exceedingly mad againſt 
them, I breathed out threatenings and 


laughter, haled men and women to priſon; 
ſome I compelled to blaſpheme, and others 


I perſecuted even to ſtrange cities; ſo that 
in this regard, I was as great an hero 


as any of you all, and perhaps there is 


not a man among you, that has been 
ſo great a zealot as myſelf ; concerning 


"zeal perſecuting the church. And as for 


the righteouſneſs which is in the lau, take 
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it in the moſt comprehenſive ſenſe, 
which: our doctors have given of it, J 
was: blameleſs. None could charge me 
with an unrighteous action, with, any 
want of conformity to, or tranſgreſſion 
of the law of God, according to that 
ſenſe of it given by the Rabbins ; I have 
been a perſon of a ſpotleſs converſation, 
of an unblemiſhed character, touching 
the righteouſneſs which is in the law, 
blameleſs. 

Thus he drew his own picture to the 


liſe, and preſented it to them, in all the 
beautiful features of his privileges and 
performances, while he remained an un- 
behever. And now, you Fews, as if he 


ſhould fay, who are fond of your own 


righteouſneſs, and truſt in this for your 
acceptance with God, what think- you 
of ſuch a man as 1? Do not you think 
my Tighteouſneſs was large enough to 
cover me all over, and to render me 
acceptable unto God? If any man of 
you all think he hath whereof he might 
truſt in the fleſh, I more. Surely I had 
righteouſneſs enough to vie with you 


all, and to out/tript many of you. But. 


come now, you /e/f-r:ghteous creatures, 
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and I will tell you how little worth all 


your own righteouſneſs 1s, in point of 


acceptance with God. TI once thought, 
as you now do, that I had righteouſneſs 
ſufficient to juſtify me in the ſight of 
God; but come I will tell you my ex- 
perience, how inſufficient I ſaw: the beſt 
righteouſneſs of a fallen creature to be, 
what little account I made of all my 
own righteouſneſs; and what great ac- 
count I made of CHriſt's, when God re- 


vealed his Sen in me, and wrought faith 


in my heart. You have ſeen me exalt- 
ing myſelf to the greatelt altitude of 
that phariſaical perfection, I had while 
an unbeliever; and now you ſhall: (ee 
me, as a behever, laying ' my ſelf, and 


all my own righteouſneſs, down at the 
feet of Jefus; ſhrinking into the duſt, 


under a ſenſe of all my own-nothingneſs 


and vileneſs, before this Lord of glory, 
Who is THE LORD: MY KIGHTEOUSNESS 


upon whom only I now depend, and in 


whom alone I now rejoice.“ And ſo 
he turns the tables, and begins his diſ- 
courſe in the next verſes, with an adver- 
ſative, a hut. 


Verſe 7. BuT-what things were gain to 
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15 thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt. And 
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now, as if he ſhould ſay, you poor 
ſouls, that ſeck to be juſtified by your 
works, ſee how vain a thing it is to 
truſt in your own r:ghteouſneſs, which 
cannot endure the fiery inquilition of 
the holy law, and ſtrict juſtice of God. 
See how it fared with me, when God 
brought home his law in its ſp:r:tuality 
to my conſcience; I ſoon found that 
none of my external privileges, and „g- 
leaf performances, could ſcreen me from 
the ſtorm of his avenging wrath. 1 
then ſaw, that all my goods, I had. been 
laying up for many years, and thought 
they would have gained me eternal life, 
were but mere 4%; that theſe counter- 


fits would never paſs for current coin; 


and that if 1 tru/ted to theſe, I muſt /ofe 
my ſoul for ever; and therefore, when 
my judgment was ſet right, I counted 
them 4%. And as God ſhewed me the 
inſufficiency of my own righteouſneſs, 
ſo likewile the all- ſufficiency of Chriſt's. 
I then ſaw, that Chriſt was the only 


gain, that it was his righteouſneſs alone 


that could deliver me from death, and 
give me life; yea, 1 ſaw ſuch a ſuper- 
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excellent glory in Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
that did infinitely exceed my own, had 
it been ever ſo perfect; and that I muſt 
part with my own, if ever IH Chriſt's, 
and therefore, I freely caſt all my, own 
righteouſneſs overboard, and counted it 
loſs for Chriſt, that glorious object, and 
thoſe immenſe treaſures of gain, I ſhould 
have in his righteouſneſs. I parted with 
my own righteouſneſs, indeed, in point 
of dependence; but then it was for a 
better: I caſt away all my falſely ſup- 
poſed gain, and counted it % for Chriſt ; 
when once I ſaw the real, the infinite 
gain, of that glorious object, which I 
then received and embraced. Therefore, 
be convinced, you ignorant ſouls, who 
would eſtabliſh your own righteouſneſs, 
that it cannot ſtand you in any ſtead, 
and that if ever you are ſaved, you muſt 
have a better; that you muſt have a 
righteouſneſs that exceeds the righteouſneſs 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, or in no caſe 
you can enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Thus, as if he ſhould ſay, I have told 
you, what little account 1 made of all 
my phariſaical righteouſneſs, and what 


an high value I had of Chriſi's, in the 
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day when God wrought faith in my | 
heart; I counted it loſs for Chriſt. And | 


as I then did count it, ſo I now do; 
Chriſt has loft no glory in my eye. I will 
take all my phariſarcal righteoufnels, 
while an unbeliever, and add to it all 
the righteouſneſs [ have wrought, ſince 
I believed in Jeſus, and ſince I was an 
apoſtle of the Lamb, who have laboured 


more abundantly than they all; and tell 


you even now, what little account I 


make of all theſe things put together ; 


and what an high e/tcem, at this time, | 


I have of Chri?, as my juſtifying dreſs 
before God. 


Verſe 8, 9. Tea, doubtleſs, and I count 


all things, but loſs, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord ; for whom 


I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and 
do count them but dung, that I may win 


Chriſt, and be found m him, not having 
mine own righteouſneſs, which ts of the law ; 
but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, 
the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. 


* 


J put all things together, all my own 


righteouſneſs, while a Phariſee, and ſince 
an apoſtle, and tell you, I count all things 
but loſs for Chriſt ; for the knowledge of | 
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* Chriſt, for the excellency of the knowledge 


of Chriſt Feſus my Lord; that glorious 


objeft, my faith now deals with, that 
anointed Saviour, whom I adore, as the 
LokD MY RIGHTEOUSNESS, in whom is 
all my ſalvation: For him I have ſuffered 
the loſs of all things, and do count them 
but dung that I may win Chriſt. I loſe 
all, to win all; or rather, I loſe an all 
that is nothing, and worſe than nothing, 


C . „ — « 
to gain immenſe ?reaſures, an infinite 


* Fulneſs, a maſs of unbounded feweetneſs, 


and an eternity of % and glory, I joy- 
fully part with 4%, for one Chriſt; the 
Father's CHriſt is infinitely enough for me. 
I caſt away all my own blemiſbed per- 


formances, for the ſpotle/s beauty of my 


lovely Lord; and count them but dung 
that I may win Chriſt, and be found in 
him. Oh! it is in Chriſt, not in my/clf, 
that I would be found, at the awful day 
of judgment. It is, as not having on 
mine own righteouſneſs, which 1s of the 
law; I dare truſt in none of my own 
obedience to God's law, which I love and 
ſerve, as my righteouſneſs before God; 
nor would I be found in this garment, 
when I appear before him: but as hav- 
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ing on that righteouſneſs which is through WM © 
the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which i + 
is, of God by faith, That righteouſneſs | 
which Chriſt has wrought out, which 
God hath appointed for the juſtification 
of a ſinner, which faith ſees, and re- 
ccives : it is this righteouſneſs, I would 
be found in; it is upon this alone I de- 
fend for juſtification before God, and 
eternal glory with him.” 

Thus this great apoſtle gave an account 
of the actings of his faith towards Chriſt, 
with regard to his righteouſneſs for juſti- | 
cation. And, as all that are juſtified 
have the ſame faith; ſo it ads, in like 
manner, towards the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
= for juſtification of life. It is this righte- 
ouſneſs juſtifying faith looks to; it is this 
it receives and embraces; and upon this 
alone it depends. For, as all behevers 
debaſe their own righteouſneſs; ſo they 
exalt Chriſs: they ſet the crown upon 
'' his head, and will for ever give him the 
1 glory of all their ſuſtiſication before God. 
As they give his b/ood all the glory of cleanſ- 
ing them from in; ſo they give his rig h- 

[| teouſneſs all the glory of their acceptance 


* * * * * * * * A A 
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with God. And thus juſtifying faith acts 
towards Chriſt its object. 

In the next place, I would ſhew briefly, 
how juſtifying faith ads towards God 
its object. And this, in ſhort, is the ſoul's 
looking unto God, as juſtifying, through 
the blood and righteouſneſs of his Son; 
and expecting all its juſtification from him, 
only upon the account of what Chriſt has 
done and ſuffered. And m order hereto, 
the bleſſed Spirit makes a revelation of 
God to the ſoul, as juſtifying a poor ſinner, 
of the freeſt grace, and yet according to 
the ſtricteſt juſtice, through the blood and 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; and enables the 
ſoul to lot unto God, as ſo juſtifying for 
itſelf, even when it ſees nothing but un- 
godlineſs in it; and to receive the juſtify- 
ing ſentence of God pronounced in the 
word of the goſpel, concerning the ſoul 
which believes in Jeſus, with reſpect both 
to the forgiveneſs of its fins, and accepta- 
tion of its perſon; and this, merely upon 


the truth and faithfulneſs of that God, 


who makes the declaration. 

From whence, as the ſoul receives that 
preſent juſtification given it by the goſpel, 
into its own conſcience; ſo it expedts the 
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open promulgation of this ſentence, or 
that open Juſtification, which ſhall be given 
it at the day of judgment, in the face of 
men and angels, when it ſhall be pro- 
nounced, Bleſſed of the Father, and called, 
as ſuch, to inherit the kingdom prepared for 
it, from the foundation of the world. And 
as the ſoul that thus acts faith, ſees it an 
impoſlible thing, that God ſhould juſtify 
a ſinner in any other way, than by his 
free grace, through the blood and righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt; and fo l, to him as 
juſtifying, only in this way, for its own 
Juſtification and falvation ; ſo it likewiſe 
herein regards the glory of God. Such 
a ſoul brings nothing with it, but Chriſt, 
for all its acceptance with God; nor dare 
plead any thing, as a moving cauſe of its 
juſtification and ſalvation, but God's free 
grace; nor doth it bring any thing of its 
own, to procure the divine favour; be- 
cauſe it would not eclipſe the glory of free 
grace. No; as faith iets for, receives, 
and expedts juſtification and life, from the - 
God of all grace, through Chriſt; fo it 
gives the whole glory hereof to him. 

Thus, as through the blood and righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, God is declared to be 
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juſt, in his being the fuſtiſer of him that 


believes in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26: and, in 
this way, to juſtify a ſinner freely by his 
grace, Tit. in. 3.: fo faith receives this 
juſtifying ſentence, proclaimed in the goſ- 
pel, and brought home by the Spirit to 
the ſoul; and gives all the glory of juſtifi- 
cation, both as to forgrveneſs and accept- 
ance, to the free grace of God, from whence 
alone it is received. And therefore the 
apoſtle, m the triumph of faith, chal- 
lenges all the enemies of God's people, to 
bring in their accufations, if they have 
ought to ſay againſt them, with a Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect? And nullifes them all, with this 


one word, It is God that juſtifies, Rom. 


vin. 33. And we are juſtified, ſays he, 


F Freely by his grace, Chap. iii. 24. As we 


have the forgiveneſs of fins, through Chriſt's 
blood, according to the riches of his grace 
ſo, by the ſame grace, he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved, Eph. i. 6, .— Thus, 
having ſhewn how juſtifying faith act 
towards Chriſt, its immediate, and God in, 


and through him, its ultimate object, I pro- 


ceed tothenext thing propoſed; which was, 
3dly, To ſhew how, or in what re- 
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ſpects, the juſtification of a ſinner is by 
faithj4. Whenthe ſcripture ſpeaks of being 
juſtified by faith, in ſome places, it is to be 
taken objedtrvely, and not ſubjectively; or, 
for Chriſt, the object of faith, and not for 
the grace of faith, inherent in, and acted 
by the foul. As, where it is ſaid, Rom. 
iv. 5. But to him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his 
faith 1s counted for righteouſneſs. - The 
word faith here, which 1s ſaid to be 
counted for righteouſneſs, 1s not to be 
underſtood of the ad of faith, but of CHhriſt 
the object of faith; for the act of faith is 
not imputed for righteouſneſs, but that 
which faith lays hold of, 1. e. the obedi- 
ence of Chriſt, which is the object about 
which the act of faith is converſant. And 
thus, verſe 3. it is faid, Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted unto him for rigb- 


+ * Faith juſtifies a ſinner in the fight of God, 
% not becauſe of thoſe ether graces, which do al- 
*« ways accompany it, or of good works, that are 
e the fruits of it, Gal. iii. 1143 nor as if the grace 
« of faith, or any act thereof, were imputed to 
«« him for juſtification, Rom. iv. 5.; but only as it 
« js an inſtrument, by which he receiveth and ap- 


« plieth Chriſt apd his righteouſneſs, ow! fp © 
LIE 27 
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teouſneſs kx. Where Chriſt muſt neceſla- 
rily be underſtood by the 27, that was 
counted unto him for righteouſneſs. As 
is plain from the three laſt verſes of the 
chapter; where it is ſaid, Now it was not 
written for his ſake alone, that it was im- 
puted unto him; but for us alſo, to whom 
it ſhall be imputed, if we believe on him that 
raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from the dead; 
who was delivered for our offences, and raiſ- 
ed again for our juſtiſication. Since it was 
the ſame it that was imputed unto Abra- 
ham, that ſhall be imputed unto g; hence 
it appears, that it was not the act of Abra- 
ham's faith that was imputed unto: him 
for righteouſneſs; becauſe it is not the 
act of his faith that is imputed unto us. 
But it was the object that his faith looked 
to, the complete obedience of a crucified 
and riſen Feſus, that was imputed unto 
him for righteouſneſs; and that ſhall be im- 


It is exceeding obſervable, that it is not ſaid, 
Abraham left his country, quitted his idolatry, 
abandoned his relations, or that he offered his ſon, 
and it was imputed to him for righteouſneſs; but 
that Abraham believed God, and 1T was counted to 
him for righteouſneſs, Gen. xv. 6.; which thews the 
peculiar dignity and excellency of faith. It is as 


ſingularly fitted and ſuited to take hold of Chriſt, 


and his rightcouſneſs, as a beggar's hand to receive 
an alms. 5 
M 


LS 


go Of the Manntr Sec. II. 


puted unto us, if we, having the ſame 
faith that he had, believe as he did, in 
- Chriſt for juſtification, and in God as | 
juſtifying in, and through him. For, it is 
by the obedience of this one, that Abraham, 
and all true be/zevers, from the beginning 
of the world to the end thereof, even 
all the many that ſhall be ſaved, are made 
righteous, as chap. v. 19. But, as to be 
Juitified by faith, in this ſenſe, is the ſame 
as to be juſtified by the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and ſo reſpects the matter of juſti- 
fication, which 1 have ſpoken of under 
the firſt general; ſo I thall paſs it here, 
where I am treating of the manner of juſ- 
tification, which, with reſpect. to our- 
ſelves, is by faith, as ſubjefvely and not 
objeAlively taken: and ] ſhall attend to the 
manner of juſtification by faith, as inherent 
in, and adted by the ſoul; or ſhew how, 
or in what reſpects, the juſtification of a 
ſinner is thus by faith. And, 
1. It is by faith, as it ſtands oppoſed 
to works, As ſaith the apoſtle, Rom. iii. 
28. Therefore we conclude, that a man i- 
Juſtiſied by faith, without the deeds of the 
bi law. The juſtification of a ſinner is by 
| faith alone, not by faith and works tage- 
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ther; but by faith, exc/u4ve of all works, 
both before and after faith is wrought 
in the ſoul. Works done before faith 


can have no influence into juſtification ; , 


ſince by the deeds of the law, no fleſh" can 
be juſtified in God's fight. And works 
done after believing, are done for no ſuch 
end, as to make the perſon righteous be- 
fore God; nor do they add a whit to his 
juſtification in his ſight. So that it is by 
faith alone that a ſinner enters into a juſ- 
tified ſtate. Thus, Rom. iv. 5. To him 
that worketh not, but BELIEVETH on him 
that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith ts 
counted for righteouſneſs. It is, as if he 
ſhould ſay, that is a juſtified man, that 
doth no good works, nothing at all to ob- 
tain it; but believeth on Chriſt, for com- 
plete pardon, righteouſneſs, and life; and 
on God, as juſtifying, only in and through 
him, even the wigodly, For, as God in 
juſtifying a ſinner, through the blood and 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, conſiders that 
ſoul as in itfelf ungodiy; ſo the ſoul, 
when it acts faith for juſtification, ſees 
nothing in itfelf but vngod/ineſs : and 
under this conſideration, of its being a 


ſinner and ungodly, looks out of itſelf, un- 
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to Chriſt, and unto God in him, for all 
its juſtification and falvation. - 

Thus the Juſtification of a ſinner 1s by 
faith alone; i. e. by faith, without works. 
And the apoſtle gives the reaſons of it, 
dom. iv. 16. Therefere it is of faith, that 
it might be by grace, to the end the promiſe 
might be ſure to all the ſeed. It 1s of faith, 
i. e. of faith alone; (empty-handed faith, 
that doth nothing at all for juſtification, 
but merely receives it as a free gift) that 
it might be by grace; that God's free 
grace might have the whole glory of juſ- 
tification; and all creature boaſting be 

for ever excluded. And it is likewiſe 
thus of faith, that the promiſe might be 

ſure to all the ſeed. If the promiſe of 
Juſtification and life, had in the leaſt de- 

pended upon the good works of the crea- 

ture, it could never have been ſure; but 

as it ſtands wholly upon grace, abſolute 

grace, and is merely received by faith a- 

lone, ſo it ſtands ſure, inviolably ſure to 

all the ſeed, to all the heirs of promiſe, 

through all time, and unto all eternity. 

Thus the juſlification of a ſinner is 

by faith, as it ſtands oppoſed to works, 

as to the manner of it; or the manner 
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of the ſouls poſſeſſing Chriſt's righteouſ- 


nels. 

2. It is by faith, as faith 1s that grace 
which is appointed of God, to receive juſti- 
fication and life from him. Thus Mark 
xvi. 15, 16. Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the goſpel to every creature. He that 
believeth, ſhall be ſaved; but he that behev- 
eth not, ſhall be damned. And John iii. 36. 
He that believeth on the Son, hath everlaſt- 
ing life : and he that believeth not the Son, 
ſhall not ſee life; but the wrath of God abid- 
eth on him. And we, ſaith the apoſtle, 
have believed in Feſus Chriſt, that we might 
be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt ; and this 
we did, ſays he, as knowing that a man is 
not juſtified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Feſus Chriſt 5 or, as knowing 
that faith is that grace, which God hath 
appointed to receive juſtification, Gal. ii. 16. 
Again, | 

3. The juſtification of a ſinner is by 
faith, as God imputes the righteouſneſs of 
his Son, and declares the imputation there- 
of, in his word, unto every believer, for 
his complete juſtification. Thus the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt is ſaid to be unto, and 
upon all them that believe, without difference, 
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Rom. iii. 22. And by him all that believe, 
are (declared to be) juſtified from all things, 
from which they could not be juſtified by the 
law of Moſes, Acts xiii. 39. There is not 
a believer in the world, that looks to, re- 
ceives, and depends upon the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt alone, for juſtification be- 
fore God, but God imputes it to him, 
and juſtifies him, completely therein: 
For it is unto, and upon all them that 
believe, without difference. One believer 
is not more, and another 4% juſtified ; be- 
cauſe, though there may be a great deal 
of difference between the faith of one and 
of another, in reſpect of degree; yet all 
that have faith of the right ind, as they 
receive the ſame righteouſneſs, the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, for their whole and en- 
tire righteouſneſs before God; ſo he im- 
putes it to them, as ſuch, and completely 
juſtifies them all equally, and alike therein. 
They are all, in this reſpect, complete in 
Chriſt ; ſo complete, that nothing can be 
added to it, to make their juſtification 
more full, Col. ii. 10. And as all believ- 
ers are completely juſtified in Chriſt, by 
the free-grace, and according to the ſtrict 
Juſtice of God; ſo in him they are ever- 
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laſtingly juſtified. They ſtand immove- 
ably, unchangeably, and eternally in the 
grace of juſtification, Rom. v. 2. They are 
fo paſſed from. death. to life, that they ſhall 
never come into condemnation, John v. 14. 
Though in themſelves they are ſinners, 
both by nature and practice; yet, as God 
doth not impute their fins, but the righ- 
teouſneſs of his Son to them, for their 
complete juſtification; ſo they have life, 
everlaſting life, in this reſpect.— But as I 
ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak more fully of 
this, under the next head; ſo I ſhall add 
no more here. And thus much ſhall ſuffice 
for the ſecond general, the manner of juſ- 
tification, as with reſpect unto God, it is 
by imputation; and with reſpect to our- 
ſelves, by faith. 
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Of the T ime of Juſlification. 


Rom. iv. 25. 11.26. 1 Tim. iii. 16. 


He was delivered for our offences, and raiſed 
again for our juſtification. —God is juſt, 
and tbe juſtifier of him that believeth in 
Jeſus.— God was juſtified in the Spirit. 


HE next thing propoſed to be 
conſidered, was, The t:me of juſtiti- 
cation. As juſtification is God's 'act, ſo 
it is to be conſidered, either as immanent, 
or tranſient, and timed accordingly. 
I. As immanent, or an act of God's 
will, that always abideth the ſame in his 
divine mind, from eternity to eternity : 
and ſo it was from everlaſting; as 2 Cor. 
v. 19. God was in Chriſt, (who can tell 
how early? Surely he was in him, by 
his eternal counſel, will, and covenant) 
reconciling the world unto himſelf, not + 25 
ing their treſpaſſes unto them, 
2. The act of juſtification is to be con- 
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ſidered as franſient; or, as it is an act of 
God that paſſeth upon the creature in 
time X. And as ſuch, it admits of a two- 
fold conſideration. 

(I.) As pafling upon the whole body of 
the elect together, and at once, in Chriſt 
their head and repreſentative. And ſo 
the time of it was when Chriſt, our Sure- 
ty, made full payment of all the debts of 
his people, and received a full acquittance, 
or a full and open diſcharge, in their 
name and room. For, he was delivered for 
our offences, and raiſed again for our juſti- 
fication, Rom. iv. 25. As he died, as a 
public perſon, for our ſins; ſo, as a public 
perſon, he was raiſed again for our juſti- 
fication, When God the Father raiſed 
him from the dead, he thereby did openly 
diſcharge him from all our fins, which be- 
fore lay upon him; and in His diſcharge, 
we were diſcharged hkewiſe. He was diſ- 
charged for us, and we were diſcharged 
in him, as he was our great repreſentative. 


„Though, from eternity, God decreed to 
« juſtify all the elect; yet they are not auually 
„ juſtified, until the Holy Spirit doth, in due time, 
« apply Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, unto them, 
«« Pet. i. 2, 19, 20. Rom, viii. 30. Gal, tic 16. 
« Tit. iii. 4, 5, 6, 7.“ Conf. chap Vi. & 4. 
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And thus the apoſtle founds his triumphant 
challenge, to all the enemies of God's 
people, to bring ought againſt them, if 
they can, Rom. viii. 33, 34. Who ſball 
lay any thing to the charge of God's eleft* 
It is God that juſtifieth, Who is he that 
" tondemneth? It is Chriſt that died; yea, 
rather, that is riſen again. As the act of 
God juſtifying, gives being to, and 1s the 
foundation of our juſtification ; ſo, he firſt 
founds his triumph here, and anſwers all 
the charges which might be brought with 
this, It zs God that juſtifieth: and then 
he proceeds, It is Chriſt that died; yea, 
. rather, that is riſen again. So that, by 

Chriſt's death and reſurrection, and at the 
time thereof, the whole body of the elect, 
as ſuch, had a full diſcharge, a com- 
plete juſtification, in Chriſt their Head. * 
But, 


* Jeſus Chriſt being once juſtified himſelf, Iſa. I. 8. 
1 Tim. iii. 16, ; ſo all his people are juſtified in him; and 
God is juſt in doing ſo, Rom. iii. 26. Chriſt died as a 
public repreſentative for the iniquities of his people, 
Iſa. liii. 11.3 and the ſacrifice and oblation he offer- 
ed up was of a ſweet-ſinelling ſavour unto God, 
Eph. v. 2. And therefore, Jehovah declares, that 
he is not only well-pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake, 
Iſa. xlij. 21.; but that he is near to juſtify him, 
Iſa. 1. 8.; yea, that he is 7uſtified in the Spirit, 
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(2.) Juſtification, as a franſtent act, is 
to be conſidered, as paſſing upon every 
individual perſon of God's choſen; and ſo 
the t:me of it is, when the ſoul is firſt e- 
nabled to believe in Feſus. For, with the 
heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, Rom. 
x. 10. And God is juſt, and the juſtifier 
of him that believeth in Jeſus, chap. iii. 26. 
For, notwithſtanding the /ecret ſtate of an 
ele&. perſon God-ward, before belteving, 
is a ſtate of peace and favour, as he has 
a ſecret intereſt in God's juſtifying act, and 
in Chriſt's full diſcharge; yet his open ſtate, 
as in himſelf, related to old Adam, and 
the jirft covenant, is a ſtate of law-charge, 
and ſo of wrath and condemnation. He 
1s of the works of the law, and as a law- 
breaker, is under the curſe; as the wrath 
of God, in his holy, righteous law, is re- 
vealed from heaven againſt all unrighteouſneſs 
of men. He is in the ſame common ſtate 
with all the children of Adam, of whom 
it is ſaid, there is none righteons, no not one; 


1 Tim. iii. 16.; and conſequently Chriſt's reſurrec- 
tion, aſcenſion, ſeſſion at his Father's right-hand, 
interceſſion for his people, and having all judgment 
committed to him, is an evidence that all his people 
are virtually juſtified in him as their head, and ſhall 
all riſe and reign with him in due time. 
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and ſo, a child of wrath by nature, even 
as others. And there is no way, appoint- 
ed of God, whereby he can paſs from this 
open ſtate of wrath, and condemnation by 
the law, into an open ſtate of juſtification 
by grace, but by faith in Chriſt: for 
he that believeth on the Son, hath everlaſt- 
ing life, the life of juſtification ; and he that 
believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him, John im. 
36. So that, according to the declaration 
of God, in his word, by which he will 
judge all men at the laſt day, no perſon 1s 
in a Juſtified ſtate, but he that beheveth in 
Jeſus. And therefore, the time of juſtifi- 
cation, as applied to a particular perſon, 
or as God's juſtifying act, paſſeth upon a 
ſinner, in the declaration of his word, and 
is brought home to the conſcience, is when 
the ſoul believes; or, when being warned 
of its miſery, and acquainted with its re- 
medy, it firſt flees for refuge, from the 
wrath to come, to lay hold upon Chriſt, 
the hope ſet before it. And in this ſenſe, 
all that believe, and none but they, are 
juſtified from all things, from which they 
could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. 
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„ eee 
Of the EFFECT of Juſtiſication. 


Rom. v. 1. iv. 7. 2 COR; v. 14. 


Being juſtified, by faith we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriff.— 
Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquities are for- 
given. The love of Chriſt, who died for 


us, conſtraineth us to live unto him. 


HE next thing I am to, conſider, 
is, the ect of juſtification with re- 
ſpect to the ſoul. And this is three-fold; 
and has reſpect, 1. Unto the ſoul's peace. 
2. Unto its ſtate. 3. Unto its obedience, . 
To each of theſe, a little in order. And, 
I. The ect of juſtification, to a juſti- 
fied ſoul, is peace. As Rom. v. 1. There- 
fore, being juſtified, by faith we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
As Chriſt, by his death, made peace with 
God for poor ſinners, and as God the Fa- 
ther declared himſelf to be the God of peace, 
when he brought again from the dead the 
Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the ſheep, 
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through the blood of the everlaſting covenant ; 
fo. this complete and everlaſting peace, 1s 
declared, and particularly applied to the 
ſoul, by the blefled Spirit of God, when 
it is enabled to believe in Chriſt for juſ- 
tification. Peace with God was the le- 
gacy our departing Lord left with his 
people, which was confirmed by the death 
of the teſtator. Thus, John xiv: 27. Peace, 
ſays he, / izave with you; my peace I give 
unto you: let not your hoart be troubled, nei- 
ther let it be afraid. It is as if he ſhould 
ſay, My dear diſciples, I am juſt a go- 
ing to leave you, juſt upon the point of 
finiſhing all that work which the Father 
gave me to do in the world, for your 
ſalvation: but when I depart, I will 
leave peace with you, my peace; that 
peace with God, I ſhall make by the 
blood of my croſs, I give unto you. I 
do not give it partially, conditionally, and 


x = ae" e es. 


SS 


the world doth; but my peace | give 
s unto you wholly, abſolutely, and irrever- 
* fibly: therefore, let not your heart be 
s troubled, neither let it be afraid. Do not 
be troubled. that I am going to leave 
you, as to my bodily preſence; for, it 
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precarioufly ; I do not give and take, as 
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is expedient for you, that I go away: I ga 
to prepare a place for you. When, as 
your High-Prieſt, I have done the work 
of making peace for you on earth, I 
have ſtill another work to do for you 
in heaven; I muſt carry my peace-mak- 
ing blood, into the holieſt of all, and 
ſprinkle it before the face of God; and 
ſo reconcile that holy place, and make 
room for you to come thither; or there- 
by, prepare thoſe manſions, thoſe abid- 


ing places in glory, which are appoint- 


ed for you. And therefore, et not 
your heart be troubled, ſince my depar- 
ture from you is ſo much for your ad- 
vantage; neither let it be afraid, for as I 
made peace for you, by my death on 
the croſs, fo I will maintain it for you, 
by my life on the throne: you need not 
be afraid that there ſhould be any after- 
breach between God and you, nor fear 
the leaft flaw being made in that peace 
with God, which I give unto you.” 


And as this complete and | everlaſting 
peace with God, was made by Chriſt, and 
is given to his people; ſo it is applied, by 
the bleſſed Spirit, to every believer in 
particular; as our Lord promiſed, in the 
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preceeding verſe: But, ſays he, the Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the | 
Father will fend in my name, he ſhall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your 
rememberance, whatſoever I have. ſaid unto 
you. As this verle ſtands connected with 
the former, we may take the ſcope of 
our Lord's words thus; Though I am 
going to leave you, I vill not leave you 
comportleſs; I leave peace u you, I give 
peace to you; and I will give you the 
Comforter, whom the Father will fend in 
my name, to open this peace to your un- 
derſtandings, to apply it to your hearts, 
and bring it to your rememberance, to s 
your unſpeakable joy, while paſſing | 
through a world of trials.“ And ac- 
cordingly, when the Spirit of God has 
revealed the obedience of Chriſt to the 
ſoul, and enabled it to act faith thereon, 
for juſtification, he applies the blood of 
Chriſt to that foul, by bearing witneſs to 

it, of its own particular intereſt in the 
death of Jeſus, and in that peace with God, | 

made by his blood; and hereby gives it 
peace of conſcience ; even true, fold, laſt- 
ing peace, that will abide through fe, 
through death, at judgment, and to eter- 
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| nity +. And this peace, is peculiar to a 
 7juſtified ſoul, and a proper ect of juſt1fi- 
cation. 

An unjuſt: ified ſoul, indeed, may have 
ſome kind of peace of conſcience, while 
he works for life, goes about to eſtabliſh 
his own righteouſneſs, and quiets his con- 
ſcience with his own obedience, either 
preſent, or reſolved on for the future. 
But this is a falſe peace; conſcience is 
but lulled aſleep, and: not truly paciſied: 
as many as are of the works of the law, that 
work to make themſelves righteous before 
| God, are under the curſe, Gal. iii. 1q.; and 
1 therefore muſt be wicked perſous in God's 
y account: and there is no peace to the wicked, 
faith my God, Iſa. Ivii. 21. The way of peace 
they have not known, Rom. iii. 17. They 


+ Though our author here very ſtrongly affirms 

the permanency of that peace which a juſtified per- 
ſon has with God, through the blood of Chriſt ; 
yet he is not to be underſtood, as aſcerting, that 
| the peace of a juſtified perſon is never interrupted 
1 in a preſent life, which is very frequently the caſe, 
through the prevailancy of the remains of inherent 
corruption, eſpecially with exerciſed Chriſtians: he 
only means, that it is ſuch a peace as the grounds 
and foundation of it cannot be utterly taken away, 
bein 8 Chriſt's legacy bequeathed to them; be- 
cauſe he re, in his love, and his gifts and calline; 
are without repentance. 
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may cry, Peace, peace to themſelves; but 
ſudden deſtruction ſhall come upon them. 
This miſerable, deluſive peace, cannot 
ſtand the teſt of God's holy law and ſtrict 
Juſtice, nor abide the ſtorm of his indig- 
nation, which ſhall come down upon every 
foul of man that doth evil, that 1s in an un- 
righteous, unjuſtified flate. The ſtorm 
of God's wrath, that will meet ſuch a ſoul 
at death, will ſweep away all this falſe 
peace; and nothing but terrors will then 
ſurround it, Conſcience, that was once 
lulled aſleep, by a falſe apprehenſion of 
the creature's goodneſs, as if ſufhcient to 
make its peace with God, will then awake, 
and, like an enraged lion, gnaw and tor- 
ment the ſoul for ever; when, upon the 
fulleſt conviction, though too late for all 
remedy, it ſhall ſee, that nothing could 
make peace with God, for a finner, nor 
give peace to it, but the blood and righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt. And thus the poor ſoul, 
being ſtript naked of all its own righteouſ- 
neſs and peace, that hiding-place, whither 
it had fled for ſhUter, that refuge of lies, 
with which it had been deceived, thall 
ſtand expoſed to all the curſes of God's 
Ihteous /aw, and the amazing ſtorm of 
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his vindictive wrath, which ſhall break- 
forth upon it thereby, and drow? it in e- 
ternal perdition. For, the waters of God's 
indignation, ſhall overflow the hiding-place 
of a ſinner's own righteouſneſs, and feweep 
away the refuge of lies, its falſe peace, built 
thereupon, and drive away the naked 
ſoul, like an irrefiſtible torrent, into the 
bottomleſs gulf of remedileſs torment, Ia, 
XXV111. 17, 18. 

But he that believeth on Chriſt, the 
foundation, God has laid in Zion, ſhall never 
be confounded, verſe 10. with 1 Pet. ii. 6. 
He that hath Chriſt for all his righteouſ- 
neſs and peace, hath ſuch a righteouſneſs, 


ſuch a peace, that ſhall ab:de for ever. 


That, man, that is u/1:fed by faith, is a 


perfect man, an upright man, in God's ac- 
count; and concerning him, the Pſalmiſt 


ſays, Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright,; for the end of that man is peace, 
Pſalm xxxvii. 37. And as it is the hap- 


pineſs of the righteous man to enter into 


peace, when he dies, Iſa. Ivii. 7.; ſo is it 
his privilege to have peace while he Jives, 
and that even in the mid of tribulation ; 
in the midſt of outward troubles, he hath 
inward peace, John xvi. 33. 
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As for that falſe peace, which the wic- 
ked have in this world, as it ſhall periſh at 
laſt, ſo it is often broken now, by the 
flaſhes of God's law in the conſcience; 
which are as many earneſts of that ap- 
proaching ſtorm of his fiery indignation, 
which ſhall quickly overtake them. And, 
alas! for theſe miſerable ſouls, when un- 
der preſſing afflictions, how are they like 
the troubled ſea, that cannot reſt, - whoſe 
waters caſt up mire and dirt But as for 
the righteous man, he hath peace, even in 
the moſt trying circumſtances; ſuch peace, 
that the world can neither give, nor take, 


nor yet can underſtand. That peace of 


God, that keeps his heart and mind, through 
Chriſt Jeſus, paſſeth all the underſtanding 
of the natural man, Phil. iv. 7. A juſ- 
tified ſoul, having his feet, his faith, ſod 
with the preparation of the goſpel of peace, 
having peace with God, through Feſus Chriſt, 
1s well prepared to paſs ſecurely through 
a thorny world. Such an one may ſafely 
tread upon all the briers of the wilderneſs, 
without fear of danger, ſince his he are 
like iron and braſs, that will even turn a 
thorn, Eph. vi. 15. Deut. XXXIIi. 25.— 
And, in a word, there is nothing can 
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hurt that ſoul, who, being ju/tified by 


faith, has peace with God, neither in this 


world, nor that to come. So great is 
the privilege of that peace, which 1s the 
effect of juſtification! Again, 

2. The ect of juſtification, with reſpect 
to the foul, may be conſidered, with re- 
gard to its /tate. And the ſtate of a juſt1- 
fied ſoul, is a ſtate of bleſſedneſs. As ſoon 
as ever the ſoul is enabled to believe in 
Chriſt, for juſtification, and in God, as 
juſtifying in and through him, it paſſes 
from death unto life, John v. 24. It is 
delivered from the cure of the law, and 
all the bieſings, both of the law and goſ- 
pel come upon it. As Chriſt has redeemed 
it from the curſe of the law ; ſo the bleſſing 
of Abraham, comes upon it through faith, 
Gal. iii. 13, 14. And thus the apoſtle, 
ſpeaking of a juſtified ſtate, Rom. iv. 5. 
calls it a ſtate of bleſſedneſs, verſes 6, 7, 8. 
Even as David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs 
of the man, unto whom God imputeth righte- 
ouſneſs without works, ſaying, Bleſſed are they 
whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe ſins 
are covered. Bleſſed is the man to whom the 
Lord willnot impute fin: and verſe 9. Cometh 
this blefſedneſs then upon the circumciſion only, 
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or upon the uncircumciſion alſo? Thus it ap- 
pears, that a ju/tzfied ſtate, is a ſtate of 
bleſſedneſs. | 

The ſtate of an unju/?:/ied ſoul is a ſtate of 
wrath ; and ſuch an one is under the curſe 
wherever he is, or whatever he does: as 
Deut. xxviii. 16, 17, 18, 19. The Lord 
has not only threatened to curſe him, by 
ſending upon him vexation and rebuke, as 
verſe 20.; but even to curſe his bleſſungs, | 
his outward enjoyments, as Mal. ii. 2. bs 

But, on the contrary, a juſtified ſoul is 
bleſſed in all conditions; his enjoyments 
are bleſſings to him, and ſo are his afflic- | 
tions. A!/ things are his, whether com- | 
forts or croſes, life or death; all work 
together for his good, and turn to his ſalva- ⁵˖ 
tion, 1 Cor. iii. 22. Rom. viii. 28. His 
very ſufferings are gifts of divine favour, 
Phil. i. 29. And he has reaſon to rejorce 
even when he falls ito. divers temptations; ³ 
becauſe of that preſent and eternal ad- 
vantage he ſhall reap thereby, and that 
peculiar bene, which attends him 
therein, James i. 2, 12. A juſtified ſoul 
paſſes on from bing to bleſſing, in every 
changing providence; for every change 
opens to him a new ſcene of bleſſedneſs, 
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to make his enjoyments thereof more full. 
He is bleſſed in proſperity, and bleſſed in 
adverlity; and God over-rules both for 
his preſent and eternal advantage, and e- 
ſpecially his aF:&:ons, to increaſe his grace, 
and prepare him for his crown: ſo that 
his ſhort-lived Mictions, are but light; 
ſince, as God works upon him by them, 
they work for him, a far more exceeding, 
and eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
A juſtified ſoul has a right to all b/efedneſ5 
now; and jhall have the full enjoyment 
of all bleſedneſs hereafter. As he is now 
delivered from the curſe, and fully be, 
even in thoſe very aflictions which, in 
their own nature, are the fruits of the 
curſe ; ſo, when God has wrought all that 
good for him, which was deligned by 
them, he ſhall be delivered from the very 
being of theſe grieving things. There 
ſhall be no grieving briar, nor pricking 
thorn, no ſin, ſorrow, nor death, to dif- 
turb that reſt, or deſtroy that life of þle/- 
ſedneſs, which is reſerved for him in the 
ſtate of glory, in the viſion of God and 
of the Lamb for ever: as Rev. xxi. 4. 
And God ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there ſhall be no mare death, net- 
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ther ſerrow, nor crying; neither ſhall there 
be any more pain : for the former things are 
paſſed away.—And there ſhall be no more 
curſe ; but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
ſhall be in it; and his ſervants ſhall ſerve 
him. And they ſhall ſee his face; and his 
Name jhall be in their foreheads. And there 
ſhall be no night there; and they need no 
candle, neither light of the ſun; for the Lord 
God giveth them light: and they ſball reign 
for ever and ever, chap. xxii. 3, 4, 5- 
Thus the juſtified ones, as they are 
bleſt at all times, mall be b/e/ to all eter- 
nity. - And to acquaint them with their 
ſtate of bleſſedneſs, to comfort their hearts 
under their preſent troubles, and 1n the 
expectation of their future bliſs, the Lord 
bid the prophet, /ay unto the righteous, 
that it Hall be well with him, Iſa. iii. 10. 
It ſhall be well with him in /ife; well with 
him at death; well with him at judgment; 
and it ſhall be well with him for ever.— 
It ſhall be well with him in /ife ; for, ble/- 
ſed is the man that truſteth in the Lok, and 
whoſe hope the LokD is, Jer. xvii. 7, 8— 
It all be wwe with him at death; for, 
bleſſed are the dead that die in the Lord, 
Rev, xiv. 13.—It {hall be wel/ with him 
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at judgment ; for then he ſhall be openly 
pronounced he,; and as ſuch admitted 
into endleſs life, or into the inconceivable 
bleſſednefs of eternal life; and fo it {hall be 


well with him for ever, Mat. xxv. 34,—46. 


Thus bleſſed is the righteous man! 
Thus ell ſhall it be with him! But v 
unto the wicked; for it ſhall be ul with him: 
his ſtate, in all reſpects, is juſt the reverſe. 
How diitinguiſhing then is the favour, 
how great the privilege of that blefſedneſs 
of tate, which is the ect of juſtification! * 
But, 


*The privileges and benefits of theſe perſons, 
who have the Lord to be their right eouſneis, are 
very many.— They are not only pardoned, but 
juſtified; and their pardon is not only a fruit of 
mer-y, but an act of jullice God is juſt in juſtifying, 
Rom. iii 25, 26.— The jultified perſons are re— 
deemed from the curſe, by Chriſt's being made a 
curſe for them, Gal il, 13.—Theſe who are in- 
tereſted in Chriſt's righteouſneſs, are delivered from 
wrath: becauſe he was delivered up to ſufferings 
and death, Rom. viii, 32. he can deliver from 
wrath, x Thefl. i. 10, —Theſe who are clothed 
with Chril's righteouſneſs, have a ſure and per- 
manent ſtate of juſtification; There 1s no condemna- 
tion to them, Rom. viii. 1 —Jultified perſons have 
a ſure and firm ſtanding in the grace and favour of 
God, Rom. v. 2,—Theſe to whom Chriſt is made 
righteouſneſs, do alſo receive the holy Spirit, Tit. 
in. 5, 6.— The prayers of jultiged perſons are ac- 
ceptable to, and powerful with God, becauſe the 
8 encourages them to, and afſliſts chem! in prayer, 
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3. In the laſt place, I am to conſider, 
the ect of juſtification, as it reſpects the 


Prov. xv. 8. The prayer of the upright is God's delight. 
The Spirit alſo helpeth our infirmities with groanings 
which cannot be uttered, Rom. viii, 26.— All the 
outward and temporal mercies of juſtified perſons 
are heightened and ſweetened to them, by the ſpring 
from whence they flow, and they have a new reliſh. 
He delivered me, ſays David, becauſe be delighted 
in me, Plalm xviii. 19. In love to my ſoul, ſays 
Hezekiah, he hath delivered me from the pit of cor- 
ruption, having caſt all my fins behind his back, 
Iſa. xxxviii, 14.—Jultified perſons enjoy their tem- 
poral favours by God's promiſe, Heb, xi. 9.; and 
have a ſpiritual right to them by the death of Chriſt, 
who is the heir of all things, Heb. i. 2.—All the af- 
flictions of juſtified perſons wort for their good, 
Rom. viii. 23. They are often allayed and miti- 
gated, Ezra ix. 13.; they ſpring from God's care of 
them, Heb. xii, 6, 7.; they are medicinal to them, 
IIA. i. 25.3 they are purifying to them, 'Heh. xii. 
10, 11.; they are but ſhort and momentary, 2 Cor. 
4, 17.—Death to juſtified perſons, who are clothed 


with Chriſt's righteouſneſs, is of great advantage; 
it is theirs, 1 Cor. iii. 22. and to them great gain, 
Phil. i. 21.—Juſtified -perſons have a bleſſed and 
. glorious reſurrection ſecured to them in Chriſt their 


head; for, as they die in the Lord, Rom, xiv. 8.; fo 
they ſhall be made alive in Chriſt, 1 Cor, xv.'21, 22. 
and raiſed up unto eternal life, John vi. $4.—In'a 
word, juſtified perſons will tand affoiled and acquit 


at the laſt day, becauſe the Judge is their friend, 
Acts xvii. 31. Ma. lviii. 11. and the kindly intima- 
tion will be iſſued forth, Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, 


inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from the un- 
dation of the world, Matth. XXV. 34.—=O how 
many are the privileges and inconceivably great the 
bleſſedneſs of thoſe who are intereſted in the finiſhed 
righteouſneſs of the adorable Redeemer ! 
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ſoul's obedience. And as a ju/t:fied ſoul is 
ſaved from wrath, and has peace with 
God, as it is redeemed from the curſe, 
and brought into a ſtate of blefledneſs 
ſo it is delivered from /ervi/e, and enabled 
5 to yield filial obedience. It is no more a 
8 feroant, but a Son; and obeys its 1 
as an heir of God through Chriſt, Gal. iv. 
1 As a dear child, it becomes a follower 05 
Gad, and walks in love, as Chriſt alſo has 
| 1 loved it, and given himſelf for it, Eph. v. 
„ 1, 2. The love of God hed abroad in the 
' [| +eart of a poor ſinner, fuſtiſed by his 
grace, forms its own image there, and x 
f |# enables the foul to love God again, who 
has t loved it; and to ſhew this love, 
in keeping his commandments, Rom. v. 5. 
1 John iv. 19. and v. 3. The love of Chriſt 
= conſtrains it, to live unto him, who died for 
tit, and roſe again for our juſtification, 2 Cor. 
[ V. 14, 15 
N An unjuſtified ſoul, as it is under the 
# ſervitude of the law, ſo it is acted by the 
ſpirit of bondage; and all its obedience 
to Gad, ſprings from a ſlaviſh fear of his 
wrath; and the main end thereof is ſelf- 
preſervation and deliverance. And there- 
tore, notwithſtanding all that fair beo, 
P 2 
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which it makes in the fleſh, all its legal 
obedience which looks ſo ſpecious in its 
own and others eyes, God will call it an 
empty vine, that brings forth no Fruit unto 
him, but all unto t/elf, Hol. x. 1. 

But it is quite otherwiſe with a juſtified 
foul; ſuch an one is under grace, and is 
acted by the Spirit of adoption, which gives 
him glorious freedom, and abundant li- 
berty to worſhip and ſerve God, as his 
own Father in Chriſt, from a principle of 
love and gratitude, for that great love ma- 
nifeſted to him, and that full ſalvation 
beſtowed upon him; and the main end of 
his obedience is to glorify his Father which 
is in heaven. And thus the ju/t:fied foul, 
in his obedience, brings forth frut unto 
God: as ſaith the apoſtle, Rom. vii. 4. 
Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo are become 
dead to the law by the body of Chriſt, that 
ye ſhould be married unto another, even to 
him who 1s raiſed from the dead, that we 
ſhould bring forth fruit unto God. To bring 
forth fruit unto God, is ſuch a proper effect 
of juſtiſication, that it is impoſſible it 
ſhould be found in an unjuſtified: ſoul. 
And therefore the apoſtle ſets - forth the 
deliverance of the jz/?:;fied ones, from the 
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bondage of the /aw, as 2 covenant of 
works, and ſo from eie obedience to it, 
by a woman's being freed from the law of 
her huſband, when he is dead; and their 
new obligation to goſpel-obedience, or to 
ſerve the /aw of God in the newneſs of the 
Spirit, by the looſed woman's being mar- 
ried to another man, verſes 2, 3. As is 
evident by his applying, verſe 4. What 
he had ſaid in the former: Wherefore my 
brethren, ye alſo are become dead to the law 
by the body of Chriſt ; q. d. You are deli- 
vered from the bondage and ſervitude of 
the law, by Chriſt's fulfilling its require- 
ments for you, and enduring its penal- 
ties; by which the law 18 become dead 
to you, and you to it. The /aw, as it is 
a covenant of works, that requires doing 
for life, and threatens death upon diſobe- 
dience, has no more obedience to require 
of you, nor you to yield to it, than a dead 


man has to require of her that was for- 


merly his wife; nor than e has to yield 
to him that was formerly her huſband, 
when once the relation 1s broken. And 
then follows, That ye might be married to 


another, even to him who 1s raiſed from the 


dead, that we might bring forth fruit unto 


Gad; q. d. You were thus freed from the 7 


Chriſt, as riſen from the dead; that you 


a regenerate and an unregenerate foul. The. . 
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law, that you might be married unto 
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might be one, everlaſtingly one with him, 


ts 

55 

juſtified, in and through him, you might 1 
* 


ſhare with him, in the power of his end- A 
leſs life; and under the plenitude of his 
life and bleſſedneſs, be richly influenced * 
ta bring forth fruit unto God. 3 

Thus the ju/tified ones are fruitful in 
new obedience: as they now regard the 
glory of that God that has juſtified them, 
as the end of all their obeqrence; fo they, 
receive his /aw, from their huſbaud, * TW 
Chrift, as the rule of it, and love it 
as ſuch, exceedingly ; and thus „eving g 
the law of God, in the newneſs of the Spirit, 
and net in the old neſi of the letter, or in the 3 ö 


grace of the goſpel, and nat in the terror . 1 


of the lau, they bring forth fruit unto 60, 1 
verſe 6. 

And, by the way, I look upon chis, 4 1 . 
to be the diſcriminating difference between 4 1 


* 


one obeys as a /ave; and mainly regards 
his own ſafety therein; the other obeys 1 
as a Son, and the g/dry of Gad i is the chief 1 
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end of his obedience: or, the one lives unto 
Hbimſelf, brings forth fruit onto himſelf ; 
the other lives unto God, and brings forth 
„fruit unto bim. Thus, Rom. wiv. 7. For 
none of us liveth to himſelf, Ci. e. none of 
tus who have the life of juſtification be- 
ſtowed on us, and the life of ſanctification, 
sor the new- creature life wrought in us] 
and no man [i. e. none of us] dub to hi- 
f 2 ſelf: But whether we live, we live unto the 


n Lord; or whether woe die, we dre unto the 
ec Lord: whether wwe live therefore or die, oe 
, are the Lord's. And thus, when he had 
y = faid of hiniſelf, and the reſt of the ſaints, 
d, whom he ſtiles, they which live, [i. e. 

it 1 life of juſtification, and a = of ſanctiſi- 


it, 1 Treſurrection that the love if Chrif con- 
he 37 ſtrained them, that they Jhould'not henceforth 
or live unto themſelves, in their converſation, 
4 but unto him 'awho died for them, and roſe 
Lees 2 Cor. v. 241 15. he ag verſe 16. 


en 6 mw Aeſb,; that is, we approve' of no man, 
che Jas a living man, as a man in Chriſt, a 

rds 4 uſtified and ſanctißed man, after the Ae 
eys or the irſt life: Tea, ſays he, though we 
hict | 3 F have: known * aſter the Aeſb, yet now 
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henceforth know ve him no more; q. d. We 
do not converſe with Chriſt now, as we 
once did, in the days of his fleſh; but as 
riſen from the dead to a new /zfe and glory: 
and thoſe who are % with Chriſt, live 
a new liſe unto God, by virtue of his re- 
ſurrection; and theſe. are the men we #now 
and approve of, as living, believing, juſ- 
tified; and ſanctifed men. As it follows, 
verſe 17.. Therefore if any man be in Chriſt, 
li. e. a believer in him, and ſo a juſtified 
man | he is @ new, creature; [i. e. a ſanc- 
tified man, that lives a new life unto God ] 
old things are paſt away ; behold, all things 
are become new. With ſuch an one, old 
dependances for life, old enjoyments, and 
old ends in obedience, are paſt away; and 
all things are become zew: his depend- 
ances for life upon Chritt, and God in 
him, are new; his enjoyments of God, 
Chriſt, his people, word, and ordinances, 
are new ; and his life unto God, in obe- 
dience, is net; or what he never expe- 
rienced before he was created a new in 
Chriſt jeſus.— Thus it appears, that new 
obedience, the ſoul's living unto God, 
or bringing forth fruit unto bm, is proper 
unto a juſtified and regenerate man, and 


„ 


ö 
N 


of JUSTIFICATION. 127 
demonſtrative of his j#/tified ſtate, and of 


his being a new creature; ſince all unjuſti- 
fied unregenerate fouls live unto themſelves. 
But, to go on. | 

As new obedience is a proper ect of 
juſtification, and properly belongs to the 
juſtified ſoul, ſo his privilege, as ſuch, is 
exceeding great; in that all his works 
are accepted. Thoſe who are waſhed from 
their ſins in Chriſt's blood, and. clothed 
with his righteouſneſs, are made tings and 
prieſts unto God, to offer up ſpiritual ſacri- 
fices, acceptable to God by Feſus Chriſt, 
Rev. 1. 5, 6. with 1 Pet. ii. 5. The grace 
of God, which bringeth ſalvation, effica- 
cioully teacheth the ſaved ones, that de- 
nying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts,” they 
ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly, in 
this - preſent world, Tit. ii. 12. They 
maintain good works, for neceſſary uſes, that 
they may be profitable unto others, and that 
they themſelves, may not be unfruitful, 


Tit. iii. 8,14. ; and chiefly, that thereby 


they might 'glorify God; to which they 
are exhorted, Phil. 1: 27. Only let your 
converſation be as it becometh the goypel of 
Chriſt: q. d. You ſaints, have nothing 
elſe to do in the world, but to live unto 
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God, to glorify him, by a converſation 
becoming the goſpel of Chriſt ; which 
declares your complete juſtification, and 
ſecures your eternal ſalvation.— Thus the 
ſaints are exhorted to do good works, and 
thus they perform them. And all their 
ſervice is acceptable to God, in point of 
filial obedience, though not in point gf 
juſtifying righteouſneſs. As for this end, 
they do not perform good works; ſo, 
bleſſed be God, for this end they do not 
need them. No; they have a complete 
juſtifying righteouſneſs, wrought out by 
Chriſt, a glorious robe, which they them- 
ſelves have no hand in, nor put the leaſt 
finger to prepare; and are ſo completely 
juſtiſied in Chriſt, that nothing can be 
added to it, to make their juſtification 
more full, But though none of their 
good works go to the ſtock of their ju/ti- 
fication; yet all of them go to the treaſure 
of their filial obedience; and are acceptable 
to God, by Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhall be op- 
enly rewarded at his next appearing. And 
both the acceptableneſs of the faints ſervice 
to God, and the advantage they themſelves 
hall reap thereby, are propoſed. to them, 
as. encouragements to be abundant- and , 
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conſtant in the performance of good 
works. | 
Thus, Heb. xiii. 15, 16. By him there- 
fore let us offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God 
continually; that is, the fruit of our lips, 
grving thanks to his name. But to do good, 
and to communicate forget not, for with ſuch 
facrifices God is well-pleaſed. — And he that 
in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable 
to God, Rom. xiv. 18.; that is, in point 
of obedience. And therefore the apoſtle, 
for himſelf, and in the name of the reſt 
of the apoſtles, be/eecheth the ſaints, the 
= brethren, whoſe perſons were already 
made accepted in the Beloved, in point of 
righteouſneſs before God, and exhorts them 
y the Lord Jeſus, that as they had re- 
ceived of them how they ought to walk, and 
0 pleaſe God, i. e. in point of obedience, 
ſo they would abound more and more, 1 Theſſ. 
iv. 1.: q. d. Since the good works, 
W the filial obiedience of you juſtiſied ones, 
are ſo acceptable by Chriſt unto God your 
Father; ſee that you labour to be abun- 
dant and conſtant therein. And as the 
acceptableneſs of the ſaints ſervice to God, 
is propoſed as an encouragement to their 
filial obedience; ſo likewiſe the advan- 
Q 2 
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tage which they themſelves ſhall _ 
thereby. 

As, 1 Cor. xv. 58, 59. Wherefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord; 
foraſmuch as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord. No; thoſe whoſe 
perſons are accepted in Chriſt, and their 
obedience accepted through him, thall have 
all their good works rewarded, by the 
{ame grace, that enabled them to the per- 
formance thereof. Theſe ſhall find, that 
in keeping God's commandments there is great 
reward, Pſalm x1x. 11. 

The ſervice of God carries its own re- 
ward 1n it now; that peace of conſcience, 
that joy in the Holy Ghoſt, that life of 
the divine tavour, that honour God puts 
upon his people, in his appearances for 
them, and thoſe fore- taſtes of glory, they 
are, favoured with, while walking with 
him, in the obedience of children, are a 
reward ſo great, that none can either 
know or enjoy, but thoſe who are brought 
into the glorious liberty of the ſons of God. 
But, O the exceeding greatneſs of that 
reward, that is reſerved for them in the 
day of Chriſt! As all their ſervices are 
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now accepted; ſo they ſhall then appear 
to be ſo, by their being openly re- 
warded. 

There is none of chr ſervice, though 
ſo ſmall as the giving F a cup of cold 
water to a diſciple, in the name of a diſciple, 
that /hall in any wiſe loſe its reward, Mat. 
x. 41, 42. All their obedience, both in 
ZZ heart and life, ſhall be found unto praiſe, 
1 honour, and glory, at the appearing of Feſus 
Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 7. And all the churches 
ſhall know, faith our Lord, that I am he 
that ſearcheth the reins and hearts; and 
T will give unto every one of you according to 
your works, Rev. ii. 23. To him that o- 
vercometh, ſays he, will I grant to fit with 
me in my throne, as 1 alſs overcame, and am 
fet down with my Father in his throne, 
chap. iii. 21. And behold, I come quickly, 
and my reward is with me; to give every 
man according as his works ſhall be, chap. 
XXii. 12. | 

And, in ſhort, the chief deſign of our 
Lord, in what he ordered his ſervant John, 
to write to the Aſiatick churches, where 
he commends their obedience, and re- 
proves what was wanted therein, was, to 
ſtir them up to a zealous performance of 
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good works; and the motive he uſed hereto 3 
was, that the crown. of glory which he 
would giveuntothem, as the rewardoftheir 
obedience, at his appearing and kingdom ; 
which, in greatneſs, ſhould be propor- 
tioned, according to the degree of their 
ſervices done for him in the | preſent 
ſtate. 

He acquaints them with thoſe ſpecial 
favours, thoſe particular honours which he 
had in reſerve. for thoſe of his ſervants, 
who.had moſt diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
his ſervice. And hence will ariſe all thoſe 
different degrees of glory, in which the 
ſaints ſhall ſhine, at the reſurrection of the 
juſt, They will all be bright and glori- 
ous, and Hine as the ſtars for ever and 
ever; and yet as one ſtar differeth from a- 
not her ſtar in glory, ſo ſhall it be in the re- 

i ſurrection of the dead, 1 Cor. xv. 41, 42. 
As the ſtars now ſhine with different glo- 
ies, ſo ſhall the ſaints then: for thoſe 
1 who have done and ſuffered moſt for Chriſt, 
ll in this life, ſhall have an higher ſphere of 
g/ory, and ſhine with a ſu perior een 
in the life to come. 

And while the ſaints, with Moſes, hows | 
reſpect unto this recompence of the reward, 
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® their ia obedience is quickened thereby. 
Wherefore we labour, ſays the apoſtle, that 
whether preſent or abſent we may be accepted 
of him, 2 Cor. v. 9. They did not labour 
to be accepted, in point of righteouſneſs be- 
fore God; for ſo they already had an ac- 
= ceptance in Chriſt ſo full, that none of 
their labours could add any thing to it. 
But they laboured to be accepted, with 
regard to their obedience; or, they la- 
boured in the whole of their converfätzon 
to wall worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing ; 
i. e. to walk worthy of their high relation 
to him, thoſe great favours they enjoyed 
from him, and that eternal intereſt they 
had in him, unto all pleafeng ; or, unto 
all acceptable obedience here, and to the 
open acceptation thereof, in the day of 
Chriſt, 

And the earneſtneſs of their ſouls TT 
in, the apoſtle ſets forth by running of a 
= for a prize, or crown, 1 Cor. ix. 24, 

Kno ye not that they which run in a 
2 run all, but one obtaineth the prize? 
So run that ye may obtain. And every man 
that ſtriveth for the maſtery, is temperate in 
all things: now they do it to obtain a cor- 
ruptible crown, but "wwe an incorruptible. 
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And as the prize, fore-viewed, quickens | 
the. ſaints in the race; ſo that crown of 2 
righteouſneſs they ſhall receive, when their 
courſe is finiſhed, will be a rich and abund- | 
ant reward of all their labours; in which | 
the glory of God's free grace, and the 
greatneſs of its proviſion, for theſe fa- 
vourites of heaven, ſhall for ever ſhine 
forth. Then, they which feared the Lord, 
that ſpeak often one to another, (whoſe 
thoughts, words, and works for God, 

he gracioully regarded, and accepted here) 
ſhall be openly rewarded, and appear to 

be his, by that bright glory he will put 
upon them, in the day when he mates up 

his jewels. When the wicked, to their 
utmoſt herror, and everlaſting confuſion, 
ſhall return and diſcern between the righteous 
and the wicked, between him that ſerveth 
God, and him that ſerveth him not, Mal. iii. 
16, 17, 18.—-lt being the peculiar privi- 
lege of the juſliſed ones, to have all their 
obedience, thus accepted and rewarded : ſo 
that, though the good works of the ſaints 

do not go to the ſtock of their juſtifying 
righteouſneſs ; yet as they go to the trea- 
ſure of ther filial obedience, which is ſo 


acceptable to God, and {hall be fo rewarded 
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by him, there is encouragement enough 
for them, to have an univerſal and con- 
ſtant regard unto all God's commandments. 


he effect of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, 
quietneſs, and aſſurance for ever, Iſaiah 
XXXI1. 17. 

Thus I have conſidered, the doctrine of 
Juſtification, or the juſtification of a ſin- 
ner in the fight of God,—in the matter of 
it, i. e. the complete obedience of Jeſus 
Chriſt, excluſive of all the works of the 
creature; —in the manner of it, as with 
reſpect unto God, it is by :mprutation, and 
with reſpect to ourſelves, by faith ;—in 
the time of it, as it reſpects the whole 
body of the elect, and every individual per- 
5 of God's choſen ; — and in the ects of 
it, with reſpect to the /ou/, as it regards 
its peace, its ſtate, and its ane An 
what I have briefly ſaid hereon, I take to 
be the ſcripture doctrine of juſtification ; 
and that which our prote/tant reformers 
carneſtly contended for, at the time of their 
firſt reformation from popery, as the main 
bafis on which it was founded. And 
this doctrine of juſtification, by the free- 
grace of God, through the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, received by faith alone, was of 
_— 
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ſuch great account with Luther, that he 
ſaid of it, The church either ſtood or 


* fell, as this was maintained or re- 


£ jected,” 
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SECT. V. 


An OBJEcTioN, urged againſt 
the preceding Scripture· Doctrine 2 


of Juſt fication, anſwered, 


JAMES 11. 21. 


Was not Abraham our father juſtified by if 
works, when he had offered his fon Iſaac 


upon the altar © 


UT againſt what has been ſaid, ſome 


may object, thus: 


Object. The juſtification of a ſinner is | 


not by faith alone, but by works alſo, 
as is plainly implied in that text, 1 John 
© UW. 7. He that doth righteouſneſs, is rigb- 
* teous, even as he 1s righteous. And fully 
* expreſt, James ii. 24. Te ſee then how 


flated and anſwered. I31 


- * that by works @ man is juſtified, and not 

Y faith only” To which I anſwer, 

- Anſio. That the truth laid down, of 
. juſtification by faith alone, is not in the 
N§leaſt ſhaken by this objezon, founded upon 
1 theſe texts, we ſhall now evince. 


As to the firſt, He that doth righteouſ- 
= neſs, is righteous : it is not to be under- 
ſtood, as if that perſon was righteous, by 
1 his doing of righteouſneſs; but that by 
his doing of righteouſneſs, it was mani- 
e felted that he was a righteous perſon. And 

therefore the apoſtle begins the verſe, with 
1 a let no man decerve you; q. d. Do not 
1 take every man for a righteous man, a 

Wi: ified man in the ſight of God, that 
may pretend thereto; but look into his 
= converſation, and ſee whether his faith in 
W Chriſt for ju/tification, produceth fruits of 
= 1:ghteouſneſs in his life: if not, you may 


me depend upon it, that he is not a righteous 

Iman; if he is an unrighteous man, in the 
18 general courſe of his converſation, he is 
lio, certainly ſuch an one, that is not righ- 
bn teous by imputation: for, he that doth 
gn righteouſneſs, is righteous; 1, e. he is /o 
an 


to begin with, before his doing of righ- 
teouſneſs; even perfectly ſo, as He, [i. e. 
R 2 
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Chriſt] :s righteous ; the perfect obedience | 
of Jeſus Chriſt, being imputed to him, 
for his complete juſtification before God. 
And whoever is thus righteous by impu- 
tation, is likewiſe righteous by impartation, 
as having a principle of righteouſneſs in- 
parted to him, and inherent in him; and 
from thence he is righteous in his conver- 
ſation. And by his thus doing of righ- 


teouſneſs, in his converſation before men, 


it may be fully dn, that he is ſuch an 
one, that is under the imputed righteouſ- 
nefs of Chriſt, for his juſtification before 
God: and therefore, verſe 10. he ſays, 


In this the children of God are manifeſt, and ; 


the children of the devil: wwhoſoever doth not | 
righteouſneſs, ts not of God, neither he that 


loveth not his brother. He doth not 7 . 


he that doth not righteouſneſs, is not of 
God, becauſe he doth it not, as it the not 
doing of it, made him to be not of God; 


but by his not doing of righteouſneſs, it 
is manifeſt, or made to appear, that he is 
not of God. And thus we are to under- 
ſtand him, verſe 7. where, by he that iſ 
deth righteouſneſs, is righteous, we are to 2 


apprehend, that a righteous perſon's doing 
of righteouſneſs, is only evidential, and 


3 
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> WH not conſtitutive, of him as ſuch. And ſo 
5 'Y this text, implies no contradiction againſt 
|. the doctrine of a ſinner's juſtification be- 


fore God, by faith alone. And, 

As to the other text, that by works a 
nan is juſtified, and not by faith only : though 
= juſtification by works be fully expreſt, yet 
it is another Lind of juſtification that is 
here ſpoken of, than that, by faith, which 
N, 1 I have aflerted; and ſo, is no contradic- 
tion to it: the apoſtle Paul faith, Rom. 
BT iii. 28. That by faith a man is juſtified, 
rc ¶ and not by the deeds of the law; and the 
apoſtle James here, that by works a man 
2 is juſtified, and not by faith only. And 
though there is a.ſeeming contradiction 
between them in terms; yet there is 
really none in ſenſe. Becauſe the apoſtle 
Paul ſpeaks of the ju/tzfication of a ſinner 
before God, or his real ſtate of juſtification, 
= God-ward, which is by faith alone; and 
„it the apoſtle James of the apparency of the 
e is ruth of his faith, and /o of his juſtified 
ſtate before God, by his good works be- 
fore men; by which only it can be &nown 
to them. So that while one aſſerts real 
Juſtification before God, to be by faith a- 
lone; and the other, apparent juſtification 
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before men, to be by good works, flowing 
from faith; there is no contradiction, but 
a glorious harmony between them. In- 
aſmuch as that faith, by which a ſinner 
is juſtified before God, will certainly be 
productive of good works; which evidence 
a ſtate of uſtification before men. 

And that the apoſtle Paul did ſpeak 
of a ſtate of real juſtification before God, 
when he aſſerts it to be by faith, without 
the deeds of the law, is evident, verſe 20. 
where he likewiſe excludes the deeds of 
the law, from having any hand in the 
juſtification of a ſinner; and what kind 
of juſtification he intends, he exprefleth 
by thoſe words, in his fight. Therefore 
by the deeds of the law there ſhall no fleſh 
be juſhified 1N mis SIGHT; or, before 
God. | 

And as for the apoſtle James, it is e- 
vident, that he ſpake of a ſtate of juſtifi- 
cation before men, or an apparent ſtate of 
juitification before them, when he aſſerts 

it to be by works, and not by faith only: 
for, verſe 18. he ſays, Tea, a man may 
ſay, thou haſt faith, and I have works : 
To which he replies, Shew me thy faith 
wITHOUT thy works, and 1 will fhew thee 
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my faith zy my works. As he profeſſeth 
to /hew his faith, and ſo his juſtification 
by his works, it is plain, that he intends 
an apparent, or manifeſtative juſtification 
before men, when he aſlerts it to be by 
works, And this will further appear, by 
the inſtance he gives of Abraham's juſtifi- 
cation hereby, verſes 21, 22. Was not 
Abraham our Father juſtified by works, when 
he had offered Iſaac his Son upon the altar? 
Seeſt thou how faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfect? By 
the word made here, we are to underſtand, 
manifeſted ; 1. e. that by his works, his 
faith was manifeſted to be perfect; or of 
that perfect ind, to which the promiſe 
of juſtification is annexed. For the word 
made 1n this text, 18 to be underſtood juſt 
in the ſame ſenſe as it is, 2 Cor. xii. 9. 


My ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs. 


As from this text, we are not to think 


that the weakneſs of the creature can 
add any perfection to the almighty power 
of God in 7t/ſelf, but only in its manife/t- 
ation, as thereby the power of God appears 
to be perfect, or ſtands forth to be be- 
held in its own almightineſs ; ſo, neither 
from the other are we to apprehend, that 
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Abraham's works did add any perfection 
to his faith in itſelf, but only in its mani- 
feſtation ; as thereby his faith appeared to 
be perfect, or ſtood forth to be beheld by 
men, in its own perfection; as being of 
that very ind which receives juſtification 
from God, and accompanies the ſalvation 
of the ſoul: as it follows, verſe 23. And 
the ſeripture was fulfilled which ſaith, 
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 
unto him for righteouſneſs ; and he was call- 
ed the friend of God, In the former part 
of this verſe, Abraham's juſtification be- 
fore God, is plainly aſſerted to be by faith, 
he believed God, and IT Ii. e. the obedience 
of Chriſt, which his faith ſaw in the pro- 
miſe] was imputed unto him for righteouſneſs. 
And then, in the latter part of the verſe, 
his juſtification before men is plainly im- 
plied to be by works; in as much as his 
faith, ſo worked by love, in obedience to 
God's commands, that he was called the 
friend of God. And thus the apoſtle James, 
when he ſpeaks of Abraham's juſtification 
before God, aſſerts it to be by Faith, as 
much as Paul; and when he ſpeaks of it 
by works, he intends that only which he 
had before men. And in this ſenſe, the 
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n | apoſtle Paul aſſerts juſtification by works, 
!- Jas much as James, Rom. iv. 2. For, if 
o Abraham was juſtified by works, he hath 
y Wl whereof to glory, but not before God. This 
of / here is not to be taken for an interroga- 
on tion, a queſtion, whether he was or not; 
00 but for a conceſſuon, a grant that he was. 
And therefore, follows, he hath whereof 
to glory; but (where?) not before God. No, 
no, ſays the apoſtle ; had he been juſtified 
by works, before God, he would have had 
whereof to glory before God,; but ſince his 
juſtification by wor#s, extended only to 
men, his glorying was there limited; and 
all boaſting, both from im, and his /eed, 
is for ever excluded, by the law of faith, 
chap. iii. 27.: that is, by the doctrine of 
faith, the goſpel ; which reveals the obedi- 
ence of Chriſt to be the only juſtifying 
righteouſneſs of a finger before God, as it 
is zmputed to him, of the freeſt grace, and 
received by faith alone. * 


* Beſides what has been ſo pertinently advanced 
above, in anſwer to the objection urged againſt the 
2 0 free juſtification of guilty ſinners, by the imputation 
Jof the complete obedience and finiſhed righteouſneſs 
of 1tYof the divine Redeemer, received by faith, excluſive 
ch heſof all works done by the creature, an attention to 

| the following particulars will throw ſome farther 
the light thereon, and fully evince, that there is no con- 
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Thus I have endeavoured to anſwer 
the objection made againſt this doctrine, 


tradiction between the apoſtle Paul in affirming, 
That God imputeth righteouſneſs without works, &c. 
Rom. iv. 5, 6.; and the apoſtle James, ſaying, 
Ye fee then, how that by works a man is juſtified, 
and not by faith only, James ii. 24. | 

In order to illuſtrate this we muſt carefully diſ- 
tinguiſh between the ſeveral ſorts of perſons that 
Paul and James had to do with.—Paul's diſcourſe 
is bent againlt proud ſelf-· righteous zuſticiaries, who 
thought to build up a righteouſneſs of their own, 
by which they deſigned both to adorn themſelves 
in the eye of God's holineſs, and to ſecure them- 
ſelves from the ſword of his juſtice : and therefore Paul 
teacheth, that no righteouſneſs of man can weigh 
in God's balance, or is pleadable at the bar of juſ- 
tice. Mie are all as an unclean thing, and our righ- 
teyuſneſs is but as filthy rags. By the deeds of the 
law ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified, Rom, iii. 20, 21. 
But James hath to do with boaſting and ſelf-deceiv- 
ing hypycritesr, who pretend to faith, but it is a 
barren, idle, dead faith, They ſay they had faith, 
but they kad no works, James 11, 14.3 they could 
not ſhew, or evidence their faith, becauſe they had 
no works: and therefore his deſign was, to ſhame, 
confound, and filence theſe hypocrites, and to de- 
monſtrate, that they had no true faith at all, but 
did graſp a lye, and hng an idol of their own, inſtead 
of true faith, —Paul treats of faith, as it reſpects 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and as it builds and is acted 
only on this before God. But James ſpeaks of faith, 
as it is to come forth, and to be demonſtrated before 
men —The juſtification that James ſpeaks of 1s not 
a juſtification of the per/ou, but of the faith of 
Abraham, of his ſincerity and integrity, Gen, xx. 12. 
But the juſtification that Paul treats of, is the juſ- 
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I before laid down, by opening the texts 
on which it was founded; and I have 


tification of the ungodly perſon, by the imputation 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 5, 6.-—Pavl treats 
of the canſes of juſtification, he ſearches after the 
ſprings of it, viz. Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and faith 
as receiving it: but james ſpeaks of the efe@s of 
juſtification. A man whoſe perſon is juſtified beſore 
God, will certainly juſtify his faith and ſincerity 
before men, by works of righteouineſs.— Paul ſpeaks 
of the juſtification of a /nner ; James treats of the 
approbation of a believer. Paul diſcourſes of the 
& 7-5 that muſt juſtify, viz. the righteouineſs 
of Chriſt z James treats of the faith that mult evi- 
dence a perſon juſtified, of what kind it muſt be, 
diz. not an idle, lazy, but an operative faith. Paul 
ſpeaks of juſtification before God, Rom. in, 20, 21.; 
James treats of juſtification before men, James ii. 18. 
Shew me thy faith; that is, prove it, if thou canſt, 
to be a right faith, if it bring not forth good 
works, | 

Moreover, that the apoſtle James doth not ſpeak 
of a proper juſtification of the perſon of a man be- 
fore God, by works, might be made evident hy ſe- 
veral arguments, The proper juſtiſication of a man 
is from „int that he hath been guilty of; not for 
works of e Ac which he hath wrought: good 
works are not ſhewed before God's tribunal ; but 
iniquities are covered, Pſalm xxxii. 1, 2.—-Nothing 
will properly juſtify a perſon, but what is commen- 
ſurate to the divine law, and will /atzsfy the juſtice 
of God : but no obedience of ours can do this ; no- 
thing but the finiſhed righteouſneſs of Chriſt : there- 
fore we cannot be juſtified by our works ; the man 
that is juſtified, is ws 2 7 6% he that works 
eth not, Rom. iv, 5.—Nothing will properly juſtify 
us, but what juſtified Ze/us Chrijt; be could not 
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been the larger herein, in order to ſet 
them, and the truth, in a clear light. 


be juſtified, except he had fulfilled the precept of 
the law, and endured the curſe alſo in his death: 
therefore we cannot be juſtified by our works; if we 
couſd, then would Chriſt have died in vain.— In 
2 proper juſtification, we are juſtified before God, 

om. iii. 20, 21, But our own good works cannot 
be imputed unto us for a righteouſneſs before God, 
becauſe he ſees ſo many faults, blemithes, and de- 
fects in them. Our beſt works need a pardon ; and 
therefore cannot be our righteouſneſs to juſtify us : 
that which needs forgiveneſs, and really deſerves 
puniſhment, can never earn a reward, and be ac- i 
cepted for a juſtifying righteouſneſs. —If we could 
be juſtified by our good works, we ſhould juſtify Þ 
ourſelves ; but it is Gvd's ad, and not ours to juſtify, 
Rom. vii. 33. Ut is God that juſtifieth, In true jul- 
tification, we receive a righteouſneſs and an atone- 
ment, Rom. v, 11, 17. But our works cannot 


make an atonement for us, or be a righteouſneſs to 
us. 
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The INSUFFICIENCY of legal 


obedience to the Juſtification of a 
Sinner. 


ROM. iii. 20. 


By the deeds of the law, there ſhall no fleſh 
be juſtified in his fight. 


ND now, to ſhew the impoſſibility 
4 of a ſinner's being ſuſtied before 
God, by the works of the law, or by his 
own” obedience to the law, I ſhall take a 
little notice, what it is that God, by his 
law, requires of man; and alſo, for what 
end the law was given. And, 
_ Firſt, God, by his law, requires of e- 
very man perfect obedience ; which is his 
duty to perform, although he cannot do 
it. As all men are creatures of God's 
making, and were all at once made repre- 
ſentatively, in their natural head Adam; 
ſo in him, as their covenant head, they 
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were creatures of God's governing; when 
he gave him the fundamental law of na- 
ture, commanding him to eat of the trees 
of the garden, with a particular prohibi- 
tion of the tree of kuowledge of good and 
evil, Gen. ii. 16, 17. And the Lord God 
commanded the man, ſaying, Of every tree 
of the garden thou mayſt freely eat: But of 
the tree of *nowledge of good and evil, thou 


Salt not eat of it; for in the day thou eateſt 
thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. And it was 


meet that God ſhould govern the creature 
he had made both for his own glory, and 
the creature's good: for, as God's mani- 
feſtative glory was concerned in his crea- 
ture's obedience; 1o it was the happineſs 
of the creature to ſerve its Creator, and 
in this way to enjoy him. God is fo 
great, fo good, and ſo glorious a Being, 
that it is the happineſs of the angels in 
heaven to be ſubject to his commands; 
and ſo it was of man in paradiſe, to be 
ſubje& to this law given him: in which, 
though the threatening of dead, upon his 
diſobedience, be only expreſſed; yet the 
promile of life, or the continuation of 
that bliſsful ſtate he was then in poſſeſſion 
of, for himſelf and his ſeed, upon his o- 
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bedience, was implied. And this original 
law did ſummarily contain all the fen 
words given at mount Sinai, or the fub- 
ſtance of the moral lato, delivered in the 
ten commandments, by the Loxp's audible 
voice from heaven; and wrote by him, 
in the tt vo tables of ſtone, when he gave 
his law, in this pecuhar manner unto 
Lrael. And when this moral law, in 
the original form of it, was firſt grven to 
Adam, and in him to all mani:md, his 
heart was perfectly conformed thereto; 
and he, and fo they in him, had power 
to have kept it; and it would have been 
his, and their happineſs, fo to have 
done, 

+ But he, being a mutable creature, and 
left to the freedom of his own will, ſoon 
hearkened to the temptations of Satan, 
cait off his loyalty to his Maler and Sove- 
reign Lord, and yielded ſubjection to the 
prince of darkneſs, in obeying his difates, 
and cating of the forbidden fruit. In 
doing which, he for himfelf, and his whole 
poſterity, broke the whole law at once. 
From whence, the penalty, or threatening, 
became righteouſly due to him and them, 
as the juſt reward of his diſobethence, where- 


144 Legal OBEDIENCE Sec. VI. 


by many were made finners : and ſo death 
paſſed upon all men in him, in whom all had 
ſinned, Rom. v. 12, 19. 


And as ſoon as Adam had ſinned, and 
we in him, there was thenceforth no life 
to be had for a fallen creature, by its own 
obedience to the law: becauſe the lazy be- 
ing once brozen, Adam and every one of 


his race, were looked upon in the eye of- 


the law, as tranſgreſſors; and therefore 
the righteous law, could do. nothing to 
juſtify a finner ; it became weak, in this 
regard, through our fleſh, or corrupt na- 
ture, Rom. viii. 3. But all the power it 
had, conſidered as broken, was to thunder 
out curſe and wrath, againſt every ſoul 
of man that had done evil. 

And beſides the guilt of the firſt tranſ- 
greſſion, on which account Adam, and 
all his poſterity, were at once laid under 
the curſe; from which they could never 
deliver themſelves, and ſo no life for 
them by a broken lav, which bound them 
over to puniſhment; beſides this, I ſay, 


there was an univerſal pollution of nature, 


that overſpread the ſoul of Adam, the 
curſe taking hold upon him in the very 
inſtant of his diſobedience; © The threa- 
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tening was, In the day thou eateſt thereof, 
thou ſhalt ſurely die; or, in dying thou ſhalt 
die. In which was contained death ſpiri- 
tual, temporal, and eternal, as the juſt 
wages of fin. And the fir/t of theſe was 
inſtantly executed upon him: in that very 
day, hour, and moment, in which he 
ſinned, he died, in his ſoul, or ſpirit, with 
regard to that life of holineſs, and perfect 
conformity to the law, which betore he 
was poſſeſſed of: and thereby he loſt all 
his power to fulfil the law, or to yield 
ſuch an obedience as the holy law of God 
requires, or can accept. The law requires 
perfect obedience, and can accept of no 
leſs; and Adam having loſt all his moral 
rectitude, he was utterly incapable to fulfil 
the law. And as it was with Adam in 
this regard, on account of his fr fin, ſo 
it is with every one of his deſcendants, that 
proceed from him by ordinary generation: 
as they became guilty in his firit tranſgreſ- 
lion, ſo coming into the world, in union 
to him, as their covenant-head, ſtanding 
together with him, under the ſame broken 
law, they become filthy likewiſe; the 
contagion of ſin overſpreads the whole 
ſoul, as ſoon as ever-it informs the body. 
T7 
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, And thus every child of Adam, being 
Jhapen in iniquity, and conceived in fin, comes 
forth into this world a inner, with a de- 
hled nature, a carnal mind, or corrupt 
ſoul, which is not ſubject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be, Pſalm li. 5. Rom. 
viii. 7. 
And that infants are born ſinners, ap- 
pears from Rom. v. 14.; where the a- 
poſtle, proving that fin was in the world, 
before the giving. of the law at mount if 
Sinai, in that death reigned from Adam 4 
Moſes, gives the death of infants as an in- 
ſtance of their being ſinners. Nevertheleſs, 
" ſays he, death reigned from Adam to Moſes, Mi: 
even over them that had not ſinned after th: Wc 
ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion: that is, t 
over infants, who were not capable of iy 
ſinning a&ually, as Adam did; but they 
being guilty in him, and thy from him, 
the law of God finds them frners, andf 
ſo death, the wages of in, 1eizes upon 
them. wg ' 
Thus we are ſinners by nature, before 
we are ſo by practice: and none can bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean ; no not one, 
Job xiv. 4. There can be no pure obed: 
ence yielded to God's holy law, ſuch. as 1 


\ 


inſufficient to juſtify a Sinner. 147 
requires, by filthy, abominable man. And 
as Adam, upon his firſt fm, became guilty, 
and wwe in him; and as he inſtantly there- 
upon became filthy, and ve as ſoon as we 
have a being; ſo there can be no /ife for 
a fallen creature, by the works of the law. 
For, firſt, he has already broten the law, 
and ſo is under the curſe. And, ſecondly, 
he has loſt his power to obey it; and ſo 
cannot obtain the %% ng. And there- 
fore, when Adam had ſinned, The Lorp 
God drove out the man from the garden of 
Eden, and placed cherubims and a flaming 
word, that turned every way to keep the 
way of the tree of life, Gen. iii. 24. This 
did ſignify to him, and to all his poſterity, 
that now he had broken the law, there 
was no life for them by their own- obe- 
aience; or that it was impoſſible that fall- 
n man, ſhould have life by his obedience 
o the law, as Adam was to have had in 
Paradrſe; and that whoever ſhould at- 
empt it that way, muſt be inevitably de- 
royed by the faming-fword of God's 
uſtice, which turned every way, towards 
very one of the commandments, which 
an had broken, to keep the ſinner from 
ife by the law. And therefore, the 
T2 | 
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And thus every child of Adam, being 
ſhapenin iniquity, and conceived in ſin, comes 
forth into this world a inner, with a de- 
filled nature, a carnal mind, or corrupt 


ſoul, which is not ſubject to the law of God, 


= neither indeed can be, Pſalm li. 5. Rom. 

4 viii. 7. 

And that infants are born ſinners, ap- 

ö pears from Rom. v. 14.; where the a- 

ö poſtle, proving that ſin was in the world, 
| before the giving. of the law at mount 


Sinai, in that death reigned from Adam to 
Moſes, gives the death of infants as an in- 
ſtance of their being ſinners. Nevertheleſs, 
"ſays he, death reigned from Adam to Moſes, 
even over them that had not ſinned after the 
femilitude of Adam's tranſg reſſion: that is, 
over infants, who were not capable of 
ſinning adually, as Adam did; but they 
being guiliy in him, and filthy from him, 6 
the law of God finds them inner, and f 
ſo death, the wages of fin, 1eizes upon F 
_ them. | t 
Thus we are ſinners by nature, before f 


we are ſo by practice: and none can bring j 
a clean thing. out of an unclean ; no not. one, e 
Job xiv. 4. There can be no pure obedi- n 


ence yielded to God's holy law, ſuch as it 
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requires, by filthy, abominable man. And 
as Adam, upon his firſt fin, became guilty, 
and wwe m him; and as he inſtantly there- 
upon became filthy, and wwe as ſoon as we 
have a being; ſo there can be no /ife for 
a fallen creature, by the works of the law. 
For, firſt, he has already broken the law, 
and ſo is under the curſe. And, ſecondly, 
he has loſt his power to obey it; and fo 
cannot obtain the blefing. And there- 
fore, when Adam had ſinned, The Lorp 
God drove out the man from the garden of 
Eden, and placed cherubims and a flaming 
, ſword, that turned every way l keep the 

way of the tree of hfe, Gen. iii. 24. This 
e did ſignify to him, and to all his poſterity, 
5 that now he had broken the law, there 


f W was no life for them by their own obe- 
y dience; or that it was impoſſible that fall- 
, en man, ſhould have life by his obedience 
d to the law, as Adam was to have had in 


n Paradiſe; and that whoever ſhould at- 
tempt it that way, muſt be inevitably de- 
ſtroyed by the faming-fword of God's 
juſtice, which turned every way, towards 
every one of the commandments, which 
man had broken, to keep the ſinner from 
life by the law. And therefore, the 
; | 
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apoſtle ſays, That as many as in vain, at- 
tempt to obtain life by the law, are un- 
der the curſe, Gal. iii. 10. For as many as 
are of the works of the law, are under the 
curſe : for it is written, Curſed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written in 
the book of the law, to do them. 

Thus there is no life for a fallen crea- 
ture by the works of the law; becaufe 
he has loſt his power to yield ſuch an o- 
f bedience as the law requires. For, the! 
1 eternal law of God requires the ſame per- 
fect, perpetual obedience, now man is 
| Fallen, and has loſt his ſtrength, as it did] 
4 when he was upright, and had power tof 
perform it, and that r:ghteoufly too. Be- 
cauſe, when the law was firſt given tog 
Adam, and in him to all mankind, he had 
power to have kept it; and though man, 
by ſin, has loſt his power to obey, yet God 
has not loſt his power to command. And] 
therefore, every man that cometh into 
this world, notwithſtanding his being 
born a ſinner, and previouſly under the 
curſe, is bound to yield a perfect obedrent 
to God's holy law, in thonght, word 
and deed; in heart, lip, and life, from 
his birth, to his death, without the leaf 
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failure, or wry ſtep; and upon default 
hereof, he righteoully falls under the 


. condemnation of the law, and the fiery in- 


dignation of a ſin- revenging God; which 
muſt be born, either by Hin elf or his 
Surety, as, bleſſed be God, it hath been 
by the Surety, Chriſt, for all that ſhall be 


ſaved. And as for thole that periſh, they 


muſt bear the weight of their own ns, 
and of God's inexpreſſible wrath, break- 
ing forth upon them, through the curſes 
of a broken law, in the tornicnts of hell 
for ever. 

And this ſhews the great miſery, and 
cruel bondage we are in by nature, by 
reaſon of fin, as being under the /aw, 
which is the miniſtration of death, 2 Cor. 
Il. 7. It commands duty, and that righ- 
teouſly, but can give no ſtrength ; and this 
was ſhadowed forth by the bondage the 
children of 1/rael were in, in Egypt, under 
Pharoab, and his cruel taſt-maſters; who 
commanded the full tale of brick, and yet 
afforded no ſtraw. And it was an unrigh- 
teous thing in them, thus to command the 
Iſraelites, and then to beat them for the 
non-performance of that, which they ne- 
ver had ability to do; yet, as was ſaid, 
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it is a righteous thing with God, accord- 
ing to his law, to command perfect obe- 
dience of fallen man, and to curſe him to 
death, upon default hereof; becauſe he 
once had power to have yielded it, and 
by his own fin deprived himſelf hereof. 
But however righteous it is, (as thoſe that 
periſh ſhall one day own, When every 
mouth -fhall be ſloped, and all the world be- 
come guilty before God, Rom. iii. 19.) yet 
the miſery of man by reaſon hereof, is 
exceeding great. Arid, 

Secondly, To fhew this, viz. the miſery 
of man, by ſin, as being under the ex- 
acting and condemning law, and ſo the 
need he had of a Saviour, was one great 
end of the giving of the law at mount Sinai. 
Tor, until the law, fays the apoſtle, Sin 
was in the world ;. but fin. is not u TED 
when there is no law, Rom. v. 13. How 
is that? Why, it is not to be underſtood, 
as if God did not impute it; for that he 
did, is evident, in that he infficted the 
puniſhment thereof, the wages due to it, 
death : for death reigned from Adam to Moſes, 
as in the next verſe. But the meaning 
is, that during that tract of time, from 
Adam to Moſes, the conſciences of men 
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were grown in a great meaſure ſecure, 
and not having that juſt ſenſe they oughr 
to have had of the law's ſeverity, (as it 
was given out to Adam, and to them in 
him) they did not do their office, in con- 
demning for fin. When they did evil, 
they did not impute fin unto themſelves ; 
or, at leaſt, not in ſuch a manner as they 
ought, or was agreeable to the ſtrictneſs 
of the holy law; and therefore it amount- 
ed to little more, nay, no more, - in the 
phraſe of the Holy Ghoſt, than a non-im-" * 
putation of it. And theretore God would 


„ MW have his law come forth in a new edition, 
with the tremenduous Majeſty, and a- 
. mazing terror of a God, glorious in HOLI- 


NESS; when be came down on mount Sinai, 
in flaming fire, with thunders, and lighten- 
ings, and a great earthquake ; and the voice 
of a trumpet, ſounding exceeding loud, to 
ſummons the people to hear the voice of 
their Creator, Gop, in his holy law, 
which he ſummed up, and gave in ten 


t, words, or the ten commandments, Exod. 
s, XIX. 16, Oc. and xx. 1, c. Where- 
g upon the people removed, and ſtood afar off ; 


as ſtruck with the amazing purity of God's 
nature, difplayed in his holy law ; while 
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he appeared as @ conſuming fire, to ſhew 
his juit vengeance againſt all /2awv-breakers: | 
and they being guity, and ſef condemned, 


began to ſee their need of a Mediator; 
and faid to Moſes, (the typical one) Speat 
thou with us, and we will hear ; but let 
not God ſpeak with us, leſt we die, verſes 
18, 19.— Thus the law entered that the 
offence might abound; that ſin by the com- 
mandment might become exceeding ſinful ; or 
appear to be finful fin indeed, Rom. v. 20. 
and vii. 13. "Wy" 

The end of the lauw's being given on 
mount Sina:, to fallen man, was not that 
he ſhould obey it for fe; but that, by 
the apparent ſtraightneſs of the rule, the 
crookedneſs of his ways might be manifeſt ; 
and that by the {trict purity of this holy 
law, now drawn out in all its beautiful 
lineaments, the defilement of man's nature, 
and the odiouſneſs of his features, in his 
diſconformity thereto, might appear: and 
that by this /azv, in the hand of the Spirit, 
which was at firſt ordained unto liſe, but 
now by fn, become the miniſtration” of 
death, the ſinner might be Killed, as to all 
hopes of life therefrom, - the offence there- 
by abounding in his fight unto death; that 
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ſo by this he might be prepared to receive 
the free gift of life in Chriſt, and the 
ſuperabounding grace of God, reigning 
through righteouſneſs, unto eternal life 80 
him. 

Again, the Sinai law was given, that 
Chriſt might be made under it, to fulſil its 
requirements, and ſuffer its penalties for 
his people; to make them r:ghteous by 
his obedience to it, or the active obedience 
of his life, and to redeem them from the 
curſe of it by his paſſive obedience, or 
his meritorious death. And that thus 
fulfilling it, he might become the end of it 
for righteouſneſs unto them, and for ever 
deliver them from it, as it is a covenant 
of works; that ſo from im, their Saviour- 


y King, they might receive this royal /ay, 
al as a rule of life, to ſquare their obedience 
e, by; which is deſigned to glorify God, 
15 and not to obtain ſalvation from: and 
id thus in love, Serve it, in the newneſs of 


t, the Spirit, and not in the oldnefs of the 
letter, Rom. v. 19. Gal. iii. 13. with 
chap. iv. 4, 5+ Rom. *. 4. 1 Cor, ix. 2 f. 
Rom. vii. 6. 
Thus it appears, 50 the /aw was given 
for ends ſubſervient to the goſpel + and not 
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to oppoſe and deſtroy the goſpel. For 


which end the corrupt nature of man 


doth perverſly uſe it, in endeavouring to 
obey it for righteouſneſs unto life, when 
there can be no life had thereby. Not 
but that the promiſe of life, upon the 
creature's obedience, is contained in the 
law; as the threatening of death on his 
diſobedience: For Moſes deſcribeth the righ- 
teouſneſs which is of the law, that the man 
that doth thoſe things, ſhall live by them; 
as the apoſtle declares, Rom. x. 5. But 
then the inner has already broken the law, 
and loft his power to fulfil it; and on 
both accounts, it 1s impoſſible for him | 
to obtain life by it: and to attempt the 
ſame, is a God-diſhonouring, and a /oul- 
deſtroying thing. The ſoul that ſeeks iſ 
life by the law, di/honours God, in that 

it does its utmoſt to oppoſe the great de/ion 
of his infinite wiſdom and grace, in fav- 
ing ſinners by his Son: and it deſtroys it- 
ſelf, in ſeeking the bleſſing in ſuch a way, 
wherein it is impoſſible to be had; and 


curſe. And ſuch a ſoul, in doing for life, 
runs quite counter to God's way of beltev- f 
ing for life: and he that believeth not tht 
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Son, (living and dying in that ſtate) /hall 
not ſee life ; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him, John 1ii. 36. which will fink 
him into the abyſs of unutterable and e- 
ternal torment. But it may be ſaid, 

© You talk of doing for /ife, and truſt- 
* ing to our own obedience for acceptance 
* with God, and that this is a /oul-de- 
* ſtroying thing: But who 1s there that 
* goes about it? Do not all that profeſs 
* the name of Chr:/?, believe that he died 
* to /ave mankind? But we mult not 
from thence fit „il, and do nothing 
* ourſelves; we muſt do what we can, and 
what we cannot do, Chriſt will make up 
e © by his merit, and God will forgive us 
& © our ſins,” 

And ſo the perſon that makes this ob- 
jection, would not be thought to /e, life 
by the works of the law; but is for ſalvation 
in a mixed way, partly by works, and 
partly by grace. But as no ſuch thing 
can be, for grace and works, in the point 


L J 

4 of ſalvation, can no more mix than iron 
he and clay; fo rhe perſon that ſeeks life at 
ife, all, by his own works, will be found to 
er- {eek it wholly by the works of the law, if 


what Paul ſays is true, Rom. xi. 6. And 
* 
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if by grace, then it is no more of works ; 
otherwiſe grace 1s no more grace : but if it 
be of works, then is it no more grace; other- 
wiſe work is no more work. It muſt be 
wholly of works, or wholly of grace. And 
therefore every man muſt ſtand either on 
the fide of works, or on the fide of grace. 
And as it is God's way to fave ſinners 
alone by his free grace; ſo every ſoul that 
{hall be faved, is made willing to be ſaved 
in this way. And that ſoul that is not 
willing to have ſalvation alone by God's 
Free grace in Chriſt, without the leaſt re- 
gard to his own works, in point of accept- 
ance, muſt for ever go without it. And 
as for that ſoul, whoever he be, that ad- 
heres, in the leaſt, to his own works, he 
will be found to be F the works of the 
law; and as ſuch, muſt inevitably fall 
under the curſe: for he, adhering to the 
law, chooſes to ſtand at its bar ; and that 
requiring of him perfect obedience, which 
he cannot perform, (although it is his 
duty) it will curſe him to death for the | 
want of it. Such a ſoul, in attempting 
to do any thing for life, tacitly ſays, that 
he is able to keep the whole law; and ſo 
out of his own mouth will be judged 


AE ak 
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and condemned for the non-performance 
of it. 

Little do ſouls know, what a dreadful 
taſk they undertake, when they go about 
working for life, and to eſtabliſh their own 
righteouſneſs. They reject the great, full, 
and free ſalvation of God in the goſpel, 
and bind themſelves over to the condemna- 
tion of a broken /aw, and to the fiery in- 
dignation of a ſin- revenging God; and 
will find it a moſt fearful thing to fall into 
his hands. And whoever thou art, ſoul, 
that art for doing for life, thou wilt find 
enough to do; for no leſs than to fulfil 
the whole law doth God require of thee 
thereby. But it may be further ſaid ; 


Why, then, we may even throw a- 


* way the law, caſt off ſubjection to it, 
* and live as we /t.“ 

But, hold, man; thou art ander the 
law, and canſt not ſo eafily deliver thy- 
ſelf from its yoke. It bids thee do, and 


do perfeftly: and though thou canſt not 


yield ſuch an obedience as it requires, 


yet thou art indiſpenſibly bound to do 
what thou canſt ; (yea, and infinitely 
more than is in thy power to perform) 
and thou oughteſt to do thy utmoſt, as a 
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if by grace, then it is no more of works ; 
otherwiſe grace is no more grace: but if it 
be of works, then is it no more grace; other- 
wiſe work is no more work, It muſt be 
wholly of works, or wholly of grace. And 
therefore every man muſt ſtand either on 
the fide of works, or on the fide of grace. 
And as it is God's way to fave ſinners 
alone by his free grace; ſo every ſoul that 
{hall be ſaved, is made willing to be ſaved 
in this way. And that ſoul that is not 
willing to have ſalvation alone by God's 
free grace in Chriſt, without the leaſt re- 
gard to his own works, in point of accept- 
ance, muſt for ever go without it. And 
as for that foul, whoever he be, that ad- 
heres, in the leaſt, to his own works, he 
will be found to be F the works of the 
law; and as ſuch, muſt inevitably fall 
under the curſe: for he, adhering to the 
law, chooſes to ſtand at its Bar; and that 
requiring of him perfect obedience, which 
he cannot perform, (although it is his 
duty) it will curſe him to death for the 
want of it. Such a ſoul, in attempting 
to do any thing for life, tacitly ſays, that 
he is able to keep the whole law; and ſo 
out of his own mouth will be judged 
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and condemned for the non-performance 


of it. 

Little do ſouls know, what a dreadful 
taſk they undertake, when they go about 
working for life, and to eſtabliſh their own 
righteouſneſs. They reject the great, full, 
and free ſalvation of God in the goſpel, 
and bind themſelves over to the condemna- 
tion of a broken law, and to the fiery in- 
dignation of a fin-revenging God; and 
will find it a moſt fearful thing to fall into 
his hands. And whoever thou art, ſoul, 
that art for doing for life, thou wilt find 
enough to do; for no leſs than to fulfil 
the whole law doth God require of thee 
thereby. But it may be further ſaid ; 


*, Why, then, we may. even throw a- 
* way the law, caſt off ſubjection to it, 


* and live as we /. 

But, hold, man; thou art ander the 
law, and canſt not ſo eafily deliver thy- 
ſelf from its yoke. It bids. thee da, and 
do perfeftly: and though thou canſt not 
yield ſuch an obedience as it requires, 
yet thou art indiſpenſibly bound to do 
what thou canſt; (yea, and infinitely 
more than 1s in thy power to perform) 
and thou oughteſt to do thy utmoſt, as a 
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creature, in point of obedience to God, thy 
Creator and Preſerver. And he will re- 
gard the acts of thy moral righteouſneſs ; 
and, in the bounties of his providence, 
reward thy obedience, with good things, 
in this preſent life. So that, in this re- 
ſpect, thou wilt not ſerve an hard maſter: 
For whatſoever good thing any man doth, 
the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, whe- 
ther he be bond or free, Eph. iv. 8. And 
hence there is encouragement enough for 
Fallen man, to uſe his utmoſt diligence to 
do what God requires of him in his law. 
But if he would be /aved, : he muſt ſeek 
ſalvation in another way; even in that 
way wherein God has declared it may be 
had.. 
For, if a ſinful creature, will obey the 
law, with an eye to make himſelf rig hte- 
ous in the fight of God, and to obtain e- 
ternal life thereby; as this was not God's 
end in giving the lau to fallen man, ſo 
he will ſay to ſuch an one, Who hath're- 
quired theſe things at your hands? And 
caſt all his obedrence as dung, and abomi- 
nable filth, into his face, to his everlaſting 
ſhame and utter confuſion ; for, in point of 
righteouſneſs before God, nothing leſs than 
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perfect obedience can be accepted; which a 
fallen creature cannot perform: and God 
| having appointed the obedience of his Son, 
to be the only juſtifying righteouſneſs of a 
ſinner; if a ſinful creature ſets aſide the 
perfect obedience of Chriſt, by introducing 
his own imperfect obedience in the ſtead 
thereof; or preſents his own filthy rags ; 
to join with Chriſt's ſpotleſs, glorious robe, 
in order to obtain liſe by the works of his 
| own hands, when God has declared, that 
) it is only to be had by his free grft ; it is 
a moſt daring affront to the grace of God 
in the goſpel, and to the juſtice of God in 
the law. And the condemnation of fuch 
a ſoul, will be exceedingly more aggra- 
vated, and his puni/hment more intollerable, 
that thus adheres to the /aw, under the 
promulgation of the geſpel, than that of 
the heathens who periſh, not having heard 
of the Name of Chriſt. And thus it is'a 
dreadful thing, for a poor ſinner, to at- 
tempt to q any thing himſelf, that ſo he 
may inherit eternal life. For, if he will 
ni- enter into life that way, he muſt 4zep all 
ng the commandments, in heart, lip, and life, 
of WM without the leaſt failure continually, which 
zan he can never ds; and fo runs himſelf upon 


re. 
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the flaming Sword of God's juſtice, in 
his fiery /aw; and dying in that ſtate, he 
mult ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without 
remedy, But again, it may be faid; 

* If there is no ſuch thing, as life to 
* be had for a fallen creature, by its 
© own obedience to the law, then it is 
* made void.” 

I anſwer, with the apoſtle, Do we then 
make void the law through faith? God 
forbid: yea, we eſtabliſh the law, Rom. 
111. 31. It is thoſe deſtroy the /aw, who 
would put it off with their own imperfect 
obedience: for thereby, they tacitly ſay, 
that the late is not ſo ſtrict and holy as 
it once was; nor ſo binding to the crea- 
ture, either in its requirements of duty, 
or obligation to puniſhment, as it was 
wont to be. But as for thoſe who aſſert, 
that the law of God 1s an eternal rule of 
righteouſneſs, and that it. indiſpenſibly . 


Fequires of every man that- 15 under it, a: 
as a covenant of works, perfect and per- t 
petual obedience, which is the creatures I C 


duty to perform, although he cannot do Il 7: 
it; and that upon default hereof, it righ- re 
teouſly binds the tranſgreſſor over to pu- 
niſhment, and fo ſet it ide, and ceale 


— 
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to obey it for life; theſe eſtabliſh the law : 
in that they, by faith, take hold of Chriſt's 
obedience, who has fulfilled it perfectly, 
and is become the end of it for righteouſ- 


neſs, to every one that believeth; and in 1 
that, to all unbelievers who remain under | 1 
it, they aſſert its equity and eternity, in 1 


requiring of them complete, and conſtant 
obedience, and binding them over to 
death, both in ſoul and body, in time 
and to eternity, for the non - performance 
thereof. 
Thus, as it is the duty of the creature, 
man, to do whatever his Creator com- 
mands in his holy law, which yet he can- 
net do: ſo it appears to be utterly impoſ- 
fible for him to be juſtified by his own o- 
bedience; and the miſery of man, with 
regard to the law, is exceeding great in- 
deed: and therefore, the good news the 
goſpel brings muſt needs be glad tidings; 
as it reveals pardon and life for a inner, 
- BE through the complete obedience of Jeſus, 
s BU Chriſt, zmputed to him for his juſtifying 
righteouſneſs before God, which is to be 
received by faith alone. 
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Is A. xlv. 24. 


Surely, ſhall one ſay, In the Lord have 1 
righteouſneſs. 

N the laſt place, I ſhall add ſomething 

by way of % from what has been 
ſaid, as a concluſion of the whole. 
And, 

1. Since the ju/?ification of a ſinner is 
by the complete cbedience of Jeſus Chriſt, 
imputed to him, and received by faith, 
and produceth ſuch great and glorious | 
effefts ; we may hence learn, what reaſon : 
we have to admire that infinity of wiſdom, 
which ſhines forth in the contrivance of 
this wonder; and to adore that immen- 
ſity of grace which is diſplayed in this glo- 
rious proviſion made for the favourites of J 
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heaven ! When the beloved John was 
favoured with a viſionary light of the 
the wwoman-bride, the Lamb's wife, as cloth- 
ed with Chriſt, the Sun of righteouſneſs, 


This divine righteouſneſs of the adorable Re- 
deemer, which is the alone ground of a guilty ſin- 
ner's juſtification, has many ingredients im it, and 
peculiar excellencies appertaining to it, that ſhould 
excite wonder and admiration in theſe who have 
had it imputed unto them, It is not only in 
itſelf, a full, ſufficient, complete, and meritorious 


righteouſneſs; but a righteouſneſs of God's contriv- 
ance, Pſal, Ixxxix. 19, 20, Iſa. xlii. 6, 7. —0f God's 


working out, Heb. ii. 17. John xvil. 4, 19, 30. 
—of God's approving, Iſa. xlii. 21. ;--of God's 
accepting, Eph, v. 2.;—of God's revealing, Rom. 
i. 17. iii. 21. ;—of God's bringing near, Heb. ix. 
23, 24. Iſa, xlvi. 13.: But it is allo a righteoul- 
neſs by which the law is magnified, Ita, xlii. 21.3 
—juſtice ſatisfied, Rom. viii, 34. Palm Ixxxv. 10. ; 
—ſin expiated, Heb, i. 3. ix. 26. ;—tranſgreſlion 
finiſhed, Dan. ix. 24.—wrath appcaſed, and deliver- 
ance from it obtained, Micah vii. 18. 1 Thefſ. i. 10.; 
the curſe. removed, Gal. ui. 13. ;—the guilty 
aſſoilled, Rom. vili, 33, 34 freedom from con- 
demnation ſecured, Rom. viii. 1. — the ſinner e- 
ternally ſaved, Iſa. xlv. 17.;— Heaven purchaſed, 
Heb. x. 19, 20. God glorified, Ifa. xlix. 3. John 
xvii. 4.;—Chritt honoured, IIa. liii. 12. Phil. 11.8, 9.3 
—believers adorned and exalted, Iſaiah Ixi. 10. 
Pſalm Ixxkix. 16.: And, to crown all, it is a 
permanent and an everlaſting righteouſnels, Dan. 
ix. 24. Iſaiah xlv. 17.—— What reaſon then have 
the redeemed ones to be filled with wonder and 
admiration in contemplating the finiſhed ſurety- 


righteouſneſs | 
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and ſhining forth in the reſplendent rays 


ſaw a WONDER, Rev. xii. 1. And a won- 
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of her Bridegroom's glory; he ſays, he 


der it is indeed; ſo great, that it calls 
for the admiration both of men and of 
angels. This is one of thoſe glorious 
things, that by the goſpel is revealed unto 
us, Which the angels defire to look into, 
1 Pet. i. 12. And while ſinful men have 
the forgiveneſi of their fins, through Chriſt's 
blood, and the acceptation of their perſons, 
in him the Beloved, according to the riches 
of the Father's grace, wherein he has a. 
Bounded towards them, in all wiſdom and 
prudence ; it becomes them to admire, and 
adore the ſame, and to cry out, with the 
apoſtle, O the depth of the riches, both i 
the wiſdom aud knowledge of God! Heu 
unſearchable are his judgments, and his way! 
paſt finding out! Eph. i. 6, 7, 8. Rom. 
Xi. 33. That the obedience of the Son of 
God ſhoyld be made our righteouſneſs, the 
righteouſneſs of a ſinner, to his complete 
juſtification before God, is ſuch a project of 
infinite wiſdom, ſuch a proviſion of infinite 
grace, for the ſalvation of God's choſen, 
that it every way becomes the great It. 


— 


Sect. VII. The ConcLusion. 165 


Hovan! And will be the endleſs wonder 
of men and angels! 

2. Since the juſtification of a ſinner is 
wholly by the righteouſneſs of another, 
which is a way of life above nature, above 
being diſcovered by nature's /:zght, and 
ſeen by nature's eye, or diſcovered by the 
light of the /aw, and diſcerned by na- 
tural reaſon ; we may hence learn, what 
an abſolute neceſſity there is of a ſuper- 
natural revelation thereof, in order to the 
ſoul's receiving of this righteouſneſs, and 
ſo of the grace of juſtification thereby, 
This is one of thoſe things that God has 


prepared for his people, that never entered 


into the heart of the natural man to concerve 
cf, which he has neither #nown nor can 
underſtand; and therefore deems it fcol:/þ- 
neſs, or a fooliſh thing, for any to think 
they ſhall be juſtiſied by the obedience of 
Chriſt, excluſive of all their own works. 
But the people of God, receive not the 
ſpirit which 1s of the world, but the Spirit 
which 1s of God, that they may know the 
things which are freely given them of Ged. 
And this, of the free gift of righteouſneſs, 
is revealed unto them by his Spirit, though 
it is one of thoſe deep things of Gd, which 
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are hidden from the natural man ; and 
which are impoſſible to be known by any, 
but heaven-born ſouls, under a ſpecial re- 
velation from above, 1 Cor. ii. 6, ©. 

3. Since the juſtification of a ſinner is 
by the obedience of Chriſt alone; we may 
hence learn, how greatly important the 
knowledge thereof is! The &nowledge of 
this righteouſneſs, muſt needs be of the 
utmoſt importance, ſince ignorance of it, 
and non. ſubmiſſion to it, (which always go 
together) leave the ſoul in an unrighteous 
ſtate, Rom. ix. 31, 32. and x. 3. All 
thoſe miſerable-ſouls, who are ignorant of 
Chriſt's r:ghteouſneſs, go about to eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs ; and, alas! The bed 
is ſhorter, than that a man tan ſtretch him- 
ſelf upon it, and the covering narrower, than 
that he can wrap himſelf init, Iſa. xxviii. 20. 
There is no true re/? for a ſinner, from 
the works of its own hands; no covering 
for a nated ſoul, from the jig-leaves of its 
own r:ghteouſneſs, though ever ſo artfully 
ſewed together. Our Lord told his d+/- 
ciples, that except their righteouſneſs did 
exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
. Phariſees, they ſhould in no caſe enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, Mat. v. 20. Theſe 


as 0 
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Scribes and Phariſees were the zealous, the 
religious men of that age, the ſtrict ob- 
ſervers of Moſes's law, that truſted in 
themſelves, that they were righteous, by 
their own /egal performances, and thought 
to get to heaven by means thereof, But 
our Lord declares, that none ſhall ever 
come-there, but thoſe who have a better 
righteouſneſs, a r1ghteouſneſs that exceeds 
a phariſaical righteouſneſs; i. e. ſuch a 
righteouſneſs, that every way anſwers to 
all the extenſive requirements of the la, 
in heart, lip, and life; and this is no o- 
ther than the r:ghteouſneſs of Chriſt, im- 
puted to poor ſinners, or made therrs by 
imputation; in which, being completely 
juſtified, according to law and juſtice, they 
hall, as righteous perſons, . be admitted 
into the kingdom of heaven, or into the 
glory of the heavenly late; while all thoſe 
who truſt in their own righteouſneſs, and 
think they have done many wonderful 
works, which they dare plead for accept- 
ance with God, ſhall be ſent away from 
Chriſt, into eternal mery, with a depart 
from me, ye workers of iniquity, Matth. 
Vl.:22. | 

And as our Lord, in this his ſermon 
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upon the mount, had been expounding 
the law of God, in its ſpirituality, as ex- 
tending to the heart, as well as fe; and 
aſſerting the neceſſity of 4eeprng the com- 
mandments, in the {ame extenſive man- 
ner, that the law required, in order to 
make a perſon rigteous; fo, in the con- 
cluſion thereof, he ſays, Therefore, who- 
ſoever heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and dot h 
them, I will liten him unto a wiſe man, who 
built his houſe upon a rock: and the rain 
deſcended and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that houſe ; and it fell 
not, for it was founded upon a rock, verſes 
24, 25. Theſe /ay:ngs of our Lord, con- 
tain the /ub/?arce of the moral /aw, and 
the doing of them unto righteouſneſs before 
God, 1s by believing; as faith lays hold 
on Chriſt, who has beyed the law perfect- 
ly, as the repreſentative of his people: on 
which account, they may be ſaid to have 
done, or fulfilled, the law in him; his 
obedience, being imputed unto them, for 
their complete j2/?:fication before God. 

As the Surety's payment, among men, 
13 accounted to the debtor, and 1s the ſame, 
in the eye of the /aww, and as effectual for 
his full diſcharge, as if he himſelf had 
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paid the debt. And he that thus doth 


the law, or theſe ſayings of Chriſt, he 


likens him unto a wiſe man, who built his 
houſe upon a rock, It is a piece of natural 
wiſdom, to lay a good foundation for a 
ſtately frufure; and the moſt firm, that 
any houſe can be built on, 1s that of a 
rock, And he that is ſpiritually wiſe, 
wiſe unto ſalvation, lays the whole ſtreſs 
of it, and builds all his hope of life, upon 
Chriſt, the rock of ages; in which it ap- 
pears, that he is wiſe indeed: for, as in 
nature, a houſe that is built upon a rock, 
will ſtand the orm; ſo the ſoul that is 
built upon Chriſt ſhall never be removed: 
the rain may deſcend, the floods come, and 
the winds beat; afflictions, temptations, 
and trials of all kinds, may beat vehemently 
againſt that ſoul; but ſhall never deſtroy 
its ſalvation, nor make it a/hamed of its 
hope. No; Chriſt, the rock of immutabi- 
lity, will hold it unſbaten, in a ſtate of 
ſalvation, through life, through death, at 
judgment, and for ever. Such a ſoul „and. 
as immoveable, in the grace of juſtification 
and life, as the rock itſelf on which it is 
founded: Becauſe I live, faith our Lord, 
ye ſhall live alſo, John xiv. 19. Chriſt's 
1 
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life is the life of that ul, that depends 
upon him alone, for all its juſtification, 
and eternal ſalvation. And therefore the 
wiſdom of faith 1s great indeed! in that it 
foreſces the ſtorm, and thus provids a- 
gainſt it. 

But he, ſaith our Lord, that heareth 
theſe ſayings of mine, and doth them not 
i. e. that heareth the law's requirements, 
and endeavours to obey the ſame, for r:gh- 
teouſneſs before God, and ſo doth them 
not; becauſe his obedience cannot come 
up to that perfection which the law re- 
quires | Hall be litened unto a fooliſh man, 
which built his houſe upon the ſand; and 
the rain deſcended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that houſe ; 
and it fell, and great was the fall of i, 
Matth. vii. 26, 27, Oh! the folly of that 
poor ſinner, who lays the ſtreſs of his ſal- 
vation, and builds his hope of life, upon 
his ton righteouſneſs! For this ſandy 
foundation cannot endure the /torms-of 
divine wrath, which ſhall be revealed 
from heaven againſt all unrighteouſneſs 
of men; nor ſecure the ſoul from being 
driven away, by the tempeſt of God's 
anger, and the floods of his indignation, 
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into the abyſs of eternal miſery. The 
houſe fell, that was thus built upon the 


ſand, and great was the fall of it! Oh! 


what a miferable diſappointment will it be 
to that ſoul, that goes down to the cham- 
bers of eternal death, with this lie of his 
own righteouſneſs in his right-hand; from 
which he had all along hoped for eternal 
life! When this way, that ſeemed right 
to him in his own eyes, as if it would lead 
him to everlaſting life, (by his depending 
thereon) ſhall end in eternal death The 
hepe of the hypocrite | or, of him that truſts 
in himſelf, that he is righteous, by his 
own external performances, when yet 
his heart 1s far from that conformity to 
God, which the law requires] ſhall periſh, 
at the giving up of the ghoſt, His hope 
[i. e. his ſalvation hoped for] hall then 
be cut off. He ſhall lean upon his houſe, 
li. e. his own righteouſneſs, which he had 
raiſed up, in his imagination, to /helter 
him from the form of divine vengeance] 
but it Hall not ſtand ; he ſhall hold it faſt, 
but it ſhall not endure, Job viii. 13, 14, 15. 
No; this houfe of his ſhall be as ſoon de- 
ſtroyed, by the ſtorm of God's indigna- 
tion, as a /pider's web is (wept down by 
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the beſom that comes againſt it; and the 
miſerable ſoul, that truſted herein, ſhall 
be driven away into eternal perdition. 
Thus an error in the foundation will 
prove fatal to the building; and therefore 
the knowledge of Chriſt, as the alone way 
of a finner's juſtification and hfe, muſt 
needs be of the higheſt importance; ſince 
no other refuge can ſtand the form, but 
Chriſt, as THE Lord OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS; 
this glorious Hiding- place which God has 
prepared for poor ſinners, whither they 
may run, and be for ever ſafe. And as 
for thoſe, who live and die in ignorance of, 
and non. ſubmiſſion to the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, they will certainly die in their fins, 
and periſh for ever. They will all be 
found j/thy at the day of judgment, that 
have not been enabled to believe in Chriſt's 
Blood, for cleanſing from all ſin; they will 
all be found unjuſt, at that awful day, 
that have not believed in the Redeemer's 
righteouſneſs, for their juſtification before 
God; and fo muil remain for ever: for, 
concerning them, it will then be faid, 
He that is filthy, let him be filthy flill; and 
be that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill; 
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i. e. let him abide ſo to an endleſs eternity. 
But, 

4. Since there is but one way for a 
ſinner to be juſtiſied before God, and that 
is by the obedience of Chriſt alone; this 
informs us, what great 7) thoſe perſons 
are guilty of, who preſs poor ſinners to 
obey the law, to make themſelves r:gh- 
teous in the ſight of God, when there is 
no law given that can give life unto them; 
and how dangerous it is for ſouls, to fit 
under ſuch a miniſtry, that naturally mi- 
leads them; ſince, while the blind leads 
the blind, beth fall into the ditch. I there 
had been a law given that could have given 
life, ſays the apoſtle, verily righteouſneſs 
ſhould have been by the law, Gal. iii. 21. 
But as there is no law given, that can 
give life to a ſinner, it is a vain, fooliſh 
thing, to preſs ſuch a ſoul, to get a righ- 
teouſneſs by his own performances, which 
was never appointed of God, nor can be 
attained by man. No; the ſcripture hath 
concluded all under fin, that the promiſe (of 
life) by faith of Feſus Chriſt (as a ſinner's 


_ righteouſneſs) might be given to them that 


believe, verſe 22. And thoſe who receive 
it not in this way, ſhall never attain it in 
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any other, but muſt go without it for ever. 
The labour of the fooliſh, ſays the wiſe 
man, wearieth every one of them, becauſe 
he knoweth not how to go to the city, 
Eccleſ. x. 15. A man may labour all 
his days, to make himſelf righteous before 
God, by his own performances, and to 
make his peace with him, by his legal re- 
pentance, and humiliation for /in; and 
yet /o/e all his labour at /a/?, and ſo weary 
himſelf in vain, being never able to reach 
that city, that eternal reſt, which God 


has prepared for his people: becauſe he 


knoweth not Chriſt, the only way, that 
leads thither; and ſo walks not by faith, 
in him, as ſuch. 

All men by nature, are ignorant of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, as it is God's way 
of juſtifying and ſaving a {inner ; and it is 
dangerous for ſouls to fit under ſuch a 
miniſtry, that preſſeth doing, and per- 
fuades them their ſafety lies there, in- 
ſtead of believing: for, how ſhall they be- 


: lieve, faith the apoſtle, in him of whom they 


have not heard? and how ſhall they hear 
without a preacher? And how ſhall they 
preach, except they be ſent? Rom. x. 14, 15. 
How ſhall poor fouls believe in Chriſt for 


Set. VII. The ConcLusion. 175 


juſtification, when they have never heard 
of his r:ghteouſneſs, which is the proper 
object of faith? And how ſhall they hear, 
without a preacher of that goſpel which 
declares it? And how ſhall they preach 
the goſpel to others, who have never ſeen 
that falvation it reveals for ſinners, by 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt themſelves ? 
How ſhall they declare the glory and ef- 
ficacy thereof to others, who have never 
ſeen, nor experienced it themſelves? And 
how does it 2ppear, that they are /ent by 
Chriſt, to preach the goſpel, who neither 
know, nor proclaim his righteouſneſs, for 
the juſtification of a ſinner, which is ſuch 
a main doctrine thereof? | 
Have we not reaſon to fear, that m a- 
ny of thoſe who are called miniſters of tle 
goſpel, are rather preachers of Moſes, than 
of Chriſt? and that their miniſtry rather 
tends to lead fouls to the bondage an d 
death of the /aw, than to the liberty an d 
life of the goſpel? But, how beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the goſpel of peace , 
that bring glad tidings of good things 
That publiſh that peace with God, whichs 
was made for ſinners alone, by the blood 
of Chriſt's croſs; and is poſſeſt, only by 


— 
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faith in him! That proclaim the glad 
tidings of thoſe good things, which God 
has prepared to.be enjoyed by ſinners, 
through the juſtifying righteouſneſt of his 
Son! And how great is the privilege of 
thoſe ſouls, who fit under a goþe/-miniſtry 
ſince this is the means appointed of God, 
to work faith in them, and to bring ſal- 
vation to them! Once more, 

5. Since the ſuſtification of a ſinner is 
by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed to 
him, and received by faith alone; we 
may hence learn, how great the obligation 
of the juſtiſied ones is, to live to the glory 
of that grace, which has ſo freely and 
fully uſtiſfed them, in and through Chriſt, 
unto eternal /ife by him! When the a- 
poſtle had aſſerted the juſtification and 
ſalvation of God's people, both Jes and 
Gentiles, to be wholly of his free mercy, 
in and through Chriſt, Rom. xi. 32. and 
admired the riches of his w:/dom, which 
was ſo brightly diſplayed in the diſpenſa- 
tions of his mercy towards them, verſe 33. 
he thus concludes his diſcourſe, verſe 36. 
For of him, and through him, and to him 
are all things; to whom be glory for ever, 
Amen. It is as if he ſhould ſay, ſince all 
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things, relating to the juſtification and 
ſalvation of God's people, are F him, and 
through him, it is meet that the glory of 
all ſhould, by them, be given to him: 
and therefore, when he applies this doc- 
tine of God's free mercy in Chriſt, to 
them who had obtained it, he thus ad- 
drefleth them, chap. xi. 1. I beſeech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which 1s your 
reaſonable ſervice. I beſeech you, ſays he; 
Tou that have obtained mercy ; therefore, 
or, ſince it is God's deſign, to glorify his 
mercy, in the ſalvation of ſinners, that 
you give him the glory of it: by the mer- 
cies of God; thoſe mercies of God, which 
you are partakers of, in the forgrveneſs of 
all your fins, and in the juſ/?rfication of 
your perſons; that ye preſent your bodies a 
living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
that ye continually offer up yourſelves, 
as a whole burnt-offering, in the flames 
of love, unto him that hath /oved you, in 
all holy and acceptable obedience, to the 
glory of that God, who has thus had mercy 
upon you; which is your reaſonable ſervice, 
for it is a moſt reaſonable thing, or a thing 
2 
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for which there is the higheſt reaſon, that 
you ſhould ever ſerve the Lord, to the 
glory of that grace, by which you are freely 
juſtified, and ſhall be eternally gloriſted. 
And thus the apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
But ye are @ choſen generation, a royal prieſt- 
hood, | who are waſhed from all your ſins 
in Chriſt's blood, and clothed with his 
righteouſneſs} an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes 
of him who hath called you out of darkneſs, 
into his marvelous light. And, you know, 
ſays the apoſtle Paul, how we exhorted 
and comforted, and charged every one of you, 
[i. e. of you juſtified, ſaved ones | that ye 
would walk worthy of God, who hath called 
you unto his kingdom and glory, 1 Theſſ. ii. 
Li, 12. 

And in ſhort, as it was God's deſign 
to get himſelf glory, in the juſtification of 
ſinners, by the rzghteouſne/s of Jeſus Chriſt; 
ſo the diſplay thereof, throughout the 
whole goſpel, lays them under the higheſt 
obligation to live to his praiſe, Does God 
the Father impute the obedience of his Son 
to poor ſinners? Did God the Son obey, 
in /ife and in death for them? And does 
God the Spirit, reveal and apply this righ- 
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teouſneſs to them, and enable then to re- 
cerve the ſame, as a free gift of grace, 
unto their eternal /ife in glory? What 
thanks, what praiſe, 1s due to God, in 
each of his glorious perſons, for this a- 
bundant grace! And let the language 
of the juſtified ones, in heart, lip, and 
life, in all kinds of holy cbedrence, both 
now, and always be, Thanks be unto Cod, 
for the grace of JusTIFIcaT1ON! for this, 
his unſpeakable GirT! 2 Cor. ix. 15, 
Amen! Hallelujah. | 


THE END. 


ERRATA. 


Preface, p. viii. I. 9, 10. for imminent, read immanent. 
P. X. I. 5. from the foot, for addition, read edition. 
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A S no revealed truth is of greater importance 
to the ſons of men, than the juſtification of 
a guilty ſinner, through the imputed righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt; ſo, there can be no inquiry more inte- 
reſting than for a perſon to know, if they be divorc- 
ed from the law, as a covenant ; married to Chriſt, 
as their belt huſband ; and clothed with the robe 
of his juſtifying righteouſneſs, as their adorning 
garment. To attain ſome ſatisfaction on this im- 
portant point, the conſcience may be poſed with 
the following queſtions, as an additional improve- 
ment of the foregoing ſubject. 

1. Did you ever come to your/e/ves? Luke xv. 1).; 
that is, did you ever feel yourſelves to be bound 
with the cords of guilt, laden with iniquity, and 
ready to fink into the bottoraleſs pit? Men mutt 
be condeinned, betore they are jultified ; be caſt 
down, before they are lifted up; apply the curſe 
to themſelves, before they take hold of the bleſſing; 
hear the ſentence of death denounced againſt them 
by the law, before they partake of the juſtification 
of life by the goſpel.—If you were never burdened, 
you cannot be eaſed; if you were never broken, 
you cannot be hound up; if you were never mourn- 
ers, you cannot be comforted ; if you never taſted 
the bitterneſs of ſin, you cannot taſte of the ſweet- 
neſs of the grace of Chriſt, and experience his pu- 


This Appendix was not in the firſt impreſſion of this 
Book. 
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rifying blood, and his reviving righteouſneſs, —Tt 
you are juſtified, how did you come by pardon and 
peace? Was it by wreltling and prayer ? 

2. Are you ſan#ified? Juſtification and ſanctifi- 
cation always go together. Where ever the blood 
of Chriſt is applied to paftify, his Spirit is implanted 
to ſanctify: they are always joined together, John 
xix. 34, Blood and water came ont of his fide ; 
blood to juſtify, and water to ſanctify. jeſus, at 
the ſame time that he ſatisfied tor fin, crucified our 
old man, Rom. iv. 6. Thoſe who are juſtified, by 
the ſprinkling of his blood, are alſo redeemed from 
all iniquity, and conſecrated to God Where Chriſt 
waſhes with his blood, he likewiſe anoints with his 
Spirit. 

3. Are we adopted? juſtification is always at- 
tended with adoption. Theſe who receive the te 
tone of juſtification, from all their ſins, have alſo 
in it the zew name, Rev. ii. 17. What is this new 
name, but the name of a child of God? Adoption 
is an amplification of our juſtification. We are not 
only pronounced righteous, and owned as friends; 
but reputed and accepted as ſons and daughters; 
are nearly related, and greatly endeared to God. 

4. Do you love God and Chriſt? It is recorded 
concerning Mary, That ſhe loved much, becauſe much 
was forgiven her, Luke vii. 47. When preat debts 
are remitted, heinous fins pardoned, deep ſpots and 
ſtains fetched out, this calls for the higheſt and moſt 
fervent love. It is ſaid, Prov. xvii, 9. He that 
covereth tranſgreſſion, ſeeketh love, Surely then, 
with the greateſt propriety it may be ſaid, that 
God and Chriſt have fought our love, by covering 
eur fins, Pſalm xxxii. 1,2. If you gfve not your 
hearts to God, if you do not ſet your love on Chriſt, 
who redeems from all iniquity, it is a plain ſign 
that you have not taſted of the grace of God, or 
5 the kindneſs of Chriſt in forgiving your 
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5. What free acceſs have you to God, and what 
joy and delight have you in him? Are your con- 


ſciences ſo perfectly purged from iniquity, that you 


dare draw nigh God with confidence and boldneſs ? 


Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the. 


holieft by the blood of Feſus, Heb. vii. 19. and x. 19. Do 
you rejoice in God, through Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
as having now received the atonement? Rom. v. 11. 
Are you ſo juſtified in the Lord as to glory? Ia, 
xlv. 25. In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be 
juſtified, and ſhall glory, Is your juſtification mat- 


ter of the greateſt joy to you? [ will greatly rejoice 


inthe Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God; for he 
hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs, Iſaiah 
Ri. 10. | 

6. Are you employed, and do you take great 
pleaſure and delight to be and praiſe the Lord, 
tor pardoning all your fins, and reconciling you to 
himſelf? This was David's delightful employment; 
Bleſs the Lord, O my foul ; and all that is within me 
bleſs his holy name, —who forgiveth all mine inigui- 
ties, Pſalm ciii. 1, 2, 3. Juſtified ſouls will ſing 
praiſes to God who heals their backſlidings; and 
rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, who is their righteouſneſs 
and ranſom: The redeemed of the Lord ſhall return 


to Zion with /ongs, Ia. xxxv. 10. Our lips were 


once ſealed up with guilt ; but now the mouths of 
accuſers are ſtoped, by Chriſt's ſatisfaction: and 
ſhall not our lips then be opened, and our tongues 


looſed, to ſing aloud of God's grace, and of Chriſt's 


righteouſneſs ? | 
7. Are you willing to go out of this world; to 
die, and to be with God, and Jeſus Chriſt ? "Thoſe 
that are juſtified have peace with God, and rejoice in 
the hope of the glory of God, Rom. v. 1, 2. Though 
condemned ſinners ſhall be caſt away on the ſhores 
of a miſerable eternity; yet juſtified ſouls ſhall be 
landed ſafe in the harbour of glory, and enjoy a 


bleſſed eternity, When others paſs into the priſon 
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of hell, juſtified perſons enter into the palace of God, 
Matth. xxv. 34, 41. When the tares are reaped 
for the furnace, believers are reaped for, and ga- 
thered into the garner, Matth. iii. 12.— Will juſti- 
fied perſons ſhun the glorious preſence of God, and 
ſlaviſhly dread his tribunal ? Will pardoned and a- 
dopted perſons be afraid to go home to their Father, 
and be put in poſſeſſion of the heavenly inheritance ? 
Are you therefore willing to be ahſent from the body, 
and to be preſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. 
Can you therefore conquer the fears of death? are 
you willing to leave your place on earth, to enjoy 
the place prepared for you in heaven? to put off 
the rags of mortality, that you may be clothed 
with the robes of glory? to quit your earthly taber- 
nacle, for the houſe nut made with hands eternal in 
the heaven,? 2 Cor. v. 1. 

If theſe, and the like, are your attainments, and 
the happy diſpoſitions of your ſoul, they may be 
.viewed as ſo many infallible evidences, that you 
have paſſed from death to life, are in a juſtified 
ſtate, intereſted in the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, 
have it impnted unto you, and ſhall, in due time, 
be honoured to /ze God's face in righteouſneſs, Pſalm 
xvii. 15. 


As theſe are the only happy perſons ho have the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to them, and are 
made the righteouſneſs of God in bim, 2 Cor. v. 21.; 
ſo they are of all others the molt mzz/erable who have 
no intereſt therein. Why, they are in their natural 
ate, and the ſcripture deſcribes all ſuch not onl 
to be ſlout · hearted and far from righteouſneſs, Ia. xlvi. 
12; but to be filled with all unrighteouſneſs, Rom. 
i. 29,—Theſe who are not juſtified have all .their 
fins recorded in God's book, Iſa. Ixv. 6. Man's i- 
niquity is ſaid to be written, ſo as to be marked be- 
fore God, Jer. ii. 22.; and there is a counterpart of 
this record kept in the ſinner's own conſcience, Jer. 
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xvii. 1,—Till Chriſt becomes their righteouſneſs, 
their ſouls are /hamefully naked, Rev. iii. 17. As 
men are poor, they are void of an inherent righ- 
tebuſneſs; and, as they are naked, they are deſti- 
tute of an imputed righteouſneſs. Till the righ- 
reouſneſs of Chriſt is ſpread over the ſoul, the 
- glorious image of God is not put on it. Till they 
are juſtified, there is a breach between God and 
them. Sin hath made a hreach; and this breach 
ſtands open, and we need a Mediator to ſtand in 
the gap, Pſalm cvi, 23, But there is none fit for 
this, bur Jeſus Chriſt, the living advocate, 1 John 
ii. 1.— There is a dreadtul rm of wrath, in the 
cloud of the threatenings, which hangs over the 
heads of guilty ſinners, Pfalm xi. 6. This cup of 
indignation ſhall come to their lips; this ſtorm 
ſha!l fall on their ſouls. If God rains, the ſtorm 
muit needs be terrible: Juhu rain, ſays Jehovah, 
Gen. vii. 4. Though, by reaſon of unbelief, God's 
Judgments are naw far above, out of the fight of fin- 
ners, Plalm x. 5.; yet their eyes ſhall ſee their de- 
flruQion, and they ſhall drink.of the wrath of the 
Almighty, Job xxi. 20. The long and large roll of 
the curſe will in due time fly to them, Ezek. lii. 2, 
3, 4. All the fins of unjuſtified perſons are ſo 
many evidence, and witneſſes agaiuſt them: theſe 
evidences are preſerved and kept ſafe; their fins 
are hid that they may not be loſt, Hoſ. xiii. 12. 
The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up, his fin is hid. 
Their iniquity is bound up, that in due time it ma 
be bound on them; their ſin is ſo hid, that it (hall 
be found, brought forth, and charged on them. 
So many fins as men have committed, and are un- 
pardoned, ſo many witnefſes have they provided 
againſt the day of their trial, Jer. xiv. 7. O Lord, 
our iniquities teſtify againſt us, Ia, lix. 12. 
Every lia deſerves, and every unjuſtified ſoul will 
be rewarded with eternal death, Rom. vi. 23. Death 
is Lori, the wages of fin, The word ſignifies 
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ſoldiers wages, Luke iii. 14. They who cleave to 
Satan as their general, who abide in his tents, fight 
on his ſide againſt God, ſhall have eternal death as 
wages paid them, Iſaiah lix, 18. and liv, 15, And 
as there is a judgment to come, God, who ſeeth 
the provocations of all men, will be a ſwi/? witneſs 
againſt them, Matth. iii. 5. And if their ſins are 
not pardoned, but remain before God's face, and 
they inherit the iniquities of their. whole life, they 
will he heirs of ſhame, miſery, and eternal torments, 


Pſalm xc. 8. Job xiii. 26. The wicked ſhall be turned 
into hell. 


Thovgh this be the nnhappy ſituation of all un- 
juſtified perſons, who have no intereſt in rhe Re- 
deemer's righteouſneſs; yet, ſuch is the goodneſs 
of God to poor finners, that he brings near this 
righteouſneſs to them, Iſaiah xlvi. 13.; he reveals 
it fully to them in the goſpel, for it is the mini/ſtra- 
tion of righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. v. 18.: and Chriſt 
himſelf declares, that he is the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs to every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4.; 
and that his righteouſneſs is unto and upon all that 
believe, Rom. ui. 22.— And all the redeemed ſhall 
glory in it, ſaying, Surely, in the Lord have I righ- 
teouſneſs and ſtrength. In him ſhall all the ſeed of 
Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory, Iſaiah xIv. 24, 25. 
{ will greatly rejoice in the Lord,” my ſoul ſhall be 
joyſul in my Cod: for he hath clothed me with the 
garments of ſalvation, be bath covered me with the 


robe of righteouſneſs, Iſaiah Ixi. 10. 
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John Smith, merchant, Kilmar- 
nock, 128 copies 

John Fleming, wright 4 
copics 

Robert Fleeming, jun, 

James Watſon 

Joba King 

James Crawford 

Robert Dunnton 

John Fleeming 

William Aitken, ſtudent 

Thomas Smith 

Dugald M*Dovgall 

Andrew White, 25 copies 

John Crawford, Kilmarnock, 30 
copics 

William Brown 

John Rac burn 

John Gilmour 

Andrew Creclmore 

William Baird 

Thomas Wallace 

James Warper 

William Brown 

Andrew Hutchcfon 

Andrew Creelmore, jun. 

Alex. M Lean 


Thomas Wylie 
James Smith 
William Newland 
Margaret Smith 
Agnes Paterſon 
Jean Morris 
Janet Smith 
Margaret Steel 
Robert Hamilton 
James Mitchell 
Matthew Burnet 
James Aitken 
Peter Thomſon 
Motes Govan 
Malcom M*Intoſh 
John Webb 

Mr. Thomſon 


John Wright 


Robert Barrie 
Alex. Inch 
John Barclay 
John Ruſſel 
William M' Nicol 
James Muir 
William Jervey 
John Walker 
James Graham 
James Logan 
John Leitch 
Walter Bulloch 
James Lapflay 
Jean Hewet | 
John Buchanan 
John Leckie 
John M*Nicol 
Daniel] M*Nicol 
Daniel M*Kechaie 
John Braſh 
John M*Nicol 
Robert Gardiner 
Robert Aitken 
Alex. M*Alaſter 
James M*Murray 
John M*Auſlan, merchant Gree- 
nock, 300 copies 
James Colquhoun, ſtudent 
James Crawford ſtudent, 2 copies 
Henry M*Nab, ſtudent 
Samuel Hay, 12 copies 
Alex. Kenmiogton 
Allan M*Lean 
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John Morriſon 

Robert M Nie 

Archibald M' Lay 

John Gardener 

William Simſon 

James Hardy 

David Steel 

Hugh Campbeil 

Alexander Shaw 

John M Farlane 

John Biggar 

Thomas Aitken 

David Craw | 

William Broom, merchant, in 
Dumfries, 54 copies 

William Martin, 12 copies 

Robert Morton 

James Hairſtones 

John Hairſtones 

Thomas Johnſton 

James Mathie 

Thomas Niven 

George Morris 

George Mitchell 


* 


Matthew Mitchell 

James M*Keig 

John Ferguſon 

Thomas Gilleſpie 

Thomas Mitchell 

Edward Moffat 

Robert Adam 

John Egar 

Joſeph Broom, merchant, Dum- 
fries, 50 copies 

Robert Barr 

James Miller, 200 copics 

Antony Dempſter 

John M*Naughton 

Mrs Buchanan 

John Livingſton, junior, mer- 
chant, in Glaſgow 

Henry M*Nabb 

John Scales 

William MCoul 

William Gardener 

John Hamilton 

Charles Dobby 

John Waddal 


GLasGow, Feb. 2ift, 1778. 


„„ AYS::. YL 8 
For Printing by Subſcription, 


A new and handſome Edition of 


1 


CONCERNING THE 


N £F-5 KF. 


To which will be ſubjoined, 

Tulxrx- Six LETTERS, on Spiritual Subjects, 
written on divers Occaſions ; and ſent to 
Relations and Friends. 3 PF 70 

By the Reverend n 

Mr. THOMAS DN TFT ON 


Late Miniſter in LoN Do. 


With a Recommendatory Prerace, bythe 
Rev. Mr. JacoB RoGERSSC, B. A. 


CORN DT T1 0-3. 

I. The Bcok will be printed on q V. Thoſe who ſubſcribe for 12 
a good paper, and en copies, ſhall have one gratis. 

type, the ſame as the preced- IVI. It will be put to the preſs, 


— 


ing Treatiſe. , ſo ſoon as a competent num- 
II. It will make about 24 ſheets ber of ſubſcriptions are pro- 
in print, or 384 pages. cured, and finiſhed without 


III. The price to Subſcribers loſs of time. 
will be only s. neatly bound, | } *,* It is expected that all who 


paid on the delivery. 2 to encourage an impreſ- 
IV. There will be a few copies ſion of this uſeful Treatiſe, 
on a fine paper, at three | and Religious Letters, will 


ſhillings, neatly bound. ſubſcribe without delay. 

C7 It is quite needleſs to advance any thing here, ei- 
ther in commendation of the Author, or the performances 
now offered to the public. The preceeding Treatiſe on 


JusT1F1CAT10N, will give the beſt Specimen of his abilities 
and judicious ſentiments. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS are taken in by A, Coubrongh, book- 
ſeller, the Publiſher; and W. Smith, Printer, Glaſ- 
gow ; and all others entruſted with Propoſals. 


